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Once a silk cotton merchant of The ox served his master working OF REFUGES
Yawhana village had an ox called jointly with other cattle. fiy Cartoon Wik MisintAutg

Dathta.

One day while going out for selling silk Although his master coaxed him to So the master called Dathta
Ston thie satt sl into i stuggle out of the mud, he was all the names under the sun
cOn0n, K1 Cals S 9 Tld. utterly unable to do it. and left him and the cart behind.
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And so Dathta began to have laboured B plt:)tlmerchanF \:1-"11[0 was ia_‘;are Likewise a harpist also took off Dathta’s
breathing and had to crouch in mud. GLENS fet10bed WIEOX tide tiny fibre for making harp strings.
N to be used in his work.
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Moreover a hunter also cut off Before he died. the ox was At II:IE]I time a nmnvk h‘y‘th_‘: name m“
Sulateiktha on top of Kitigire mountain

the OX thlghS fOl‘ hiS dOgS. ot 0 hell on earth. did not have the heart to have a look at it.

@t 32602260G035> 95> [go@hows vonemach
8 \sor_xacﬁi Gooap G005~
|

ceé KU 05038
@é ?""L‘“’a ’f‘%&"go

aswaoqc;mog)aoe

Listening respectfully to taking
refuge in the Three Venerables:
Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha,

the ox died.
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So he brought water with his
alms bowl and let him drink it. “I take refuge in Buddha......I take refuge

in Dhamma.....I take refuge in Sangha.”
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Afterwards he became a deva in Once he had become a deva, he reviewed which existence
the abode of celectial beings. of life he came from. At this he saw his dead body
being eaten by dogs and crows.
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All events from sinking into mud of the cart to persecutions by the pot merchant, the harpist and the hunter,
and finally to being resuced by the venerable monk Sulateiktha came into sight.

The venerable monk knew
him. But he asked the deva.
“Who are you?”

Then when the night fell, he made himself | | - went to the vcng‘rab]c monk
bright with the radiance of devas and..... Sulateiktha and paid obeisance.

“I’'m a deva who came from the life
of an ox called Dathta in my past existence.”

“Why did you come to me?” firm belief in the Three Gems or
Refuges you rewarded.”
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After saying like this,
the deva disappeared.

“If I had been rewarded with not only the Three Gems or Refuges, but
also the Precepts, would have been to the fourth of the six levels

inhabited by celectial lords, your Reverend Sir.”

Accordingly even Buddhist devotee must have firm
belief in the Three Gems or Refuges and
also vow to keep the precepts.

Let alone human beings, even an ox can
benefit from the Three Gems or Refuges.

Let’s recite the Three Gems or Refuges with
firms belief not just for one day, but for life.
| take refuge in Buddha
| take refuge in Dhamma
I take refuge in Sangha
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