
A Myanmar public speak-
ing competition for the 
youth will be held during 
the “Night of Ideas 2026” 
event, aiming to enable 
young people to express 
their perspectives within 
the cultural and creative 
sector, according to the 
Institut français de Bir-
manie (IFB).

The competit ion 
will take place from 4 
to 7 pm on Saturday, 10 
October, at Lann Sone 
Art Space, IFB. Anyone 
aged between 18 and 30 
who can speak Myanmar 
is eligible to apply. The 
initiative aims to create 
an opportunity for youth 
to courageously express 
their ideas, inspire oth-
ers, and participate in 

cultural and creative 
discussions.

Applicants must 
complete the online 
application form via 
the provided QR code. 
Once contacted by the 

IFB Media Library, they 
will need to submit two 
self-recorded, two-min-
ute short speaking vide-
os filmed at home. The 10 
selected contestants will 
then compete on stage 
during the “Exchange of 
Ideas Panel Discussion” 
programme.

A panel of four in-
vited local and interna-
tional judges will select 
the top three speakers, 
who will be awarded 
gift vouchers. The first-
prize winner will receive 
K300,000 and advance 
to the final round in De-
cember, while the second 
and third-prize winners 
will receive K150,000 and 
K100,000, respectively. — 
MT/ZN

THIRD-COUNTRY tourists 
meeting the prescribed re-
quirements are now allowed 
to enter and leave Myanmar 
through the Tachilek-Mae 
Sai border checkpoint in 

eastern Shan State under 
package tour arrangements 
and travel along the Tachil-
ek-Kengtung route, Deputy 
Minister for Immigration 
and Population U Ye Tun 

Oo said.
He made the remarks 

at the third Pyithu Hluttaw 
session on 21 September 
in response to a question 
about the resumption of for-
eign tourist visits to eastern 
Shan State.

The Tachilek border 
checkpoint, which was tem-
porarily closed in 2020 due 
to COVID-19, reopened in 
2023. However, entry and 
exit through the Tachilek 
Friendship Bridge I for 
third-country nationals 
were restricted from June 
2023 as part of measures 
to prevent online scams in 
eastern and northern Shan 
State. 

SEE PAGE 4
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E m b r a c e  t h e  F u t u r e :  U n f o l d i n g  a  N e w  C h a p t e r  w i t h  a  F r e s h  V i s i o n

Vice-President of 
the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar 

Nan Ni Ni Aye attended 
the reception to mark the 
77th Anniversary of the 
Founding of the People’s 
Republic of China at Wyn-
dham Grand Hotel in Min-
gala Taungnyunt Township, 
Yangon, yesterday evening.

The Vice-President 
was welcomed by Am-
bassador of the People’s 
Republic of China Ms 
Ma Jia, the Military At-
taché and officials and the 
Vice-President visited the 
Myanmar-China friendship 
commemorative booths.

The ceremony was 
opened with the national 
anthems of the Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar 
and the People’s Republic 
of China, and the Chinese 
Ambassador extended 
greetings.

SEE PAGE 3

Myanmar Hails China’s Support at 
Regional, Global Forums

ACCORDING to the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, 
Yangon and Wuhan signed 
a Letter of Intent to estab-
lish sister-city relations 
during the 2026 Wuhan 
International Friend-
ship Cities Cooperation 
Conference and the 2026 
Global Mayors Dialogue, 
held in Wuhan, Hubei 

Province, China.
At a ceremony mark-

ing the establishment of 
sister-city relations be-
tween Yangon and Wu-
han, Yangon Mayor U Myo 
Myint Aung and Wuhan 
Mayor Mr Xiong Zheng 
Yu signed the Letter of In-
tent to establish sister-city 

SEE PAGE 5

Yangon, Wuhan 
Formalize Sister-

City Ties

Tachilek Opens to Third-Country 
Tourists on Package Trips

Youth Orators Set to Compete

This image depicts a poster 
for the public speaking 
competition for youth.

Vice-President Nan Ni Ni Aye and Chinese Ambassador Ms Ma Jia cut the ceremonial cake at 
the reception of the 77th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’s Republic of China.

This photo features the signing ceremony for a Letter of 
Intent to establish sister-city relations between Yangon 
and Wuhan during the 2026 Wuhan International 
Friendship Cities Cooperation Conference and Global 
Mayors Dialogue in China.

This photo shows the border checkpoint on the Tachilek-
Mae Sai Friendship Bridge I.
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(a)	 To enhance national prestige, integrity, and 
preserve the traditional cultural heritage of 
ethnic people

(b)	 To preserve national characteristics and pro-
mote the national spirit, cherishing traditional 
culture among the younger generation

(c)	 To explore, preserve and promote the sustain-
able development of traditional Myanmar arts 

(d)	 To function as a cultural and artistic institution 
that contributes to nation-building 

Objectives of 27th Traditional 
Myanmar Cultural Performing 

Arts Competition 2026

Myanmar Daily Weather Report
Issued at 7 pm Tuseday 22 September 2026

  Issued at 11 pm MST on 22 September 2026

BAY INFERENCE:According to the observations at 
5:30 pm MST today, the Depression over the Westcen-
tral Bay of Bengal and adjoining Eastcentral the Bay of 
Bengal has moved westwards. It is centred at about 460 
nautical miles west-southwest of Kyaukpyu (Myanmar), 
130 nautical miles east of Visakhapatnam and 90 Nauti-
cal miles south-southeast of Gopalpur, India. Monsoon 
is moderate to strong over the Andaman Sea and the 
Bay of Bengal. Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy over 
the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal. 
FORECAST VALID UNTIL NOON OF 23 September 
2026: Rain or thundershowers will be scattered in Kayah, 
(northern and eastern) Shan States, fairly widespread 
in Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay, Magway, Lower Sagaing Re-
gions and Kachin, southern Shan States and widespread 
in the remaining Regions and States with likelihood of 
isolated heavy falls in Yangon, Mandalay, Ayeyawady 
and Taninthayi Regions and Kachin, Kayin, Mon and 
Rakhine States. The degree of certainty is 100 per cent. 
THE CONDITION OF CUMULONIMBUS CLOUD: 
The cumulonimbus clouds are developing in Nay Pyi 
Taw, Yangon, Mandalay, Bago, Magway, Lower Sagaing, 
Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Regions and Kachin, Kayin, 
Chin, Mon and Rakhine States. In areas along the cu-
mulonimbus clouds movement, the weather phenomena 
such as strong winds accompanied with rain, thunder, 
lightning and hail may occur and therefore it is recom-
mended to be aware in advance of these phenomena.
STATE OF THE SEA: Occassional squalls with rough 
sea will be experienced off and along the Myanmar 
Coasts. Surface wind speed in squall may reach 35 miles 
per hour. Wave height will be about 9-12 feet off and along 
the Myanmar Coasts.
OUTLOOK FOR THE SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: 
Increase in rain in Taninthayi Region and Kayin, Chin 
and Mon States. 
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOUR-
ING AREA FOR 23 September 2026:   Isolated rain or 
thundershowers. The degree of certainty is 100 per cent.
FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 23 September 2026:  One or two instances 
rain or thundershowers. The degree of certainty is 100 
per cent.
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOUR-
ING AREA FOR 23 September 2026:   Isolated rain 
or thundershowers. The degree of certainty is 100 per 
cent.  — DMH

Deep Depression News No5, 2026

Deep Depression Condition
According to the observations 

at 10:30 pm MST today, the De-
pression over the Westcentral Bay 
of Bengal and adjoining Eastcen-
tral the Bay of Bengal has moved 
west-northwestwards and inten-
sified into a Deep Depression. It is 
centred at about 470 nautical miles 
west-southwest of Kyaukpyu (My-
anmar), 120 nautical miles east of 
Visakhapatnam and 80 nautical 
miles south-southeast of Gopalpur, 
India. 

It does not intend to move to-
wards the Myanmar coasts at the 
present stage and therefore the 
Deep Depression is coded as yel-
low stage.

Position of Deep Depression, 
centre pressure and wind

The Depression is located at 
Latitude 18.0 degree North and 

Longitude 85.4 degree East, centre 
pressure of Depression is 996 hPa 
and maximum wind speed near the 
centre is 35-40 miles per hour at 
10:30 am MST today.

Next 48 hours forecast
It is likely continue to move 

west-northwestwards and cross 
the North Andhra Pradesh-South 
Odisha Coasts between Visakhap-
atnam and Gopalpur (India).

General caution
Due to the Deep Depression, 

rain or thundershowers are likely 
to be scattered in  Upper Sagaing 
Region and Kachin, (northern and 
eastern) Shan States and fair-
ly widespread to widespread in 
Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon, Mandalay, 
Bago, Magway, Lower Sagaing, Ay-
eyawady and Taninthayi Regions 
and Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakh-

ine and southern Shan States with 
likelihood of isolated heavy falls in 
Yangon, Mandalay, Bago, Magway, 
Lower Sagaing, Ayeyawady and 
Taninthayi Regions and Kayin, Mon 
and Rakhine States from to night to 
25 September 2026.

Occasional squalls with rough 
sea will be experienced off and along 
the Myanmar Coasts. Surface wind 
speed in squalls the may reach 35 
miles per hour. Wave height will 
be about 9-12 feet off and along the 
Myanmar Coasts.
Advisory

People should be aware of nat-
ural disasters such as the heavy 
rainfall with strong winds, thunder, 
Lightning strikes, lightning, hails, 
flash floods and landslides in the 
hilly areas and near small rivers and 
to make necessary preparations for 
inland water transport, domestic 
flights and irrigation dams. — DMH

THE list of hotels and 
tour operators, which are 
selected for best service 
awards that are to be pre-
sented by the Ministry of 
Culture, Hotels and Tour-
ism during the ceremony 
of World Tourism Day 2026, 
which falls on 27 Septem-
ber, was released. 

In the category of 
Foreign Direct Invest-
ments (FDI), first place 
goes to Melia Yangon Ho-
tel, second place goes to 
Chatrium Hotel Yangon 
and third place goes to 
Wyndham Grand Yangon 

Hotel.
In the category of 

citizen investments, first 
place goes to Aureum Pal-
ace Hotel Resort- Nay Pyi 
Taw, second place goes to 
Park Royal (Nay Pyi Taw) 
and third place goes to 
Novotel Yangon Max. For 
best service awards for 
tour operators (inbound/
outbound), Golden Light 
Myanmar Travel & Tour 
Co Ltd wins first place 
while Picturesque Myan-
mar Group Co Ltd wins 
second place and Eastern 
Beauty Travel & Tour Co 

Ltd wins third place.
All the award win-

ners are urged to attend 

the World Tourism Day 
ceremony without fail. — 
TWA/ZS

Best service award winners list released 

The commemorative ceremony of World Tourism Day 2025.    

ties in Laymyethna Town-
ship, Ayeyawady Region, 
and will continue the relief 
operation, according to the 
society.

Staff from the society’s 
Water and Environmental 
Sanitation Team under 
the Health Department, 
together with Red Cross 
volunteers from the Lay-
myethna Township Red 
Cross Branch, are distrib-
uting drinking water in 

Wards Nos 1, 2 and 3 and 
Sitgon Village, where it is 
urgently needed.

The team has also pro-
vided drinking water to the 
Basic Education Primary 
School in Sitgon Village.

Further water dis-
tribution is underway in 
villages and urban wards 
across Laymyethna Town-
ship, where residents need 
access to safe drinking wa-
ter. — ASH/KZL 

Red Cross distributes drinking water in Laymyethna

THE Myanmar Red 
Cross Society is distrib-

uting drinking water to 
flood-affected communi-

The Myanmar Red Cross Society staff and volunteers 
distribute drinking water to flood-affected communities 
in Laymyethna Township, Ayeyawady Region.

Weather



3www.gnlm.com.mm
23   SEPTEMBER   2026
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

NATIONAL

Myanmar Hails China’s Support at Regional, Global ...
FROM PAGE 1

I n  h e r  s p e e c h , 
Vice-President Nan Ni Ni 
Aye said that Myanmar and 
China are good-neighbour-
ly and friendly countries 
sharing a long common 
border. Throughout the 
years, the two countries 
have worked to further 
strengthen their close co-
operation and partnership 
based on mutual respect, 
mutual understanding 
and genuine good-neigh-
bourliness, in accordance 
with the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence. 

The two countries are also 
nations that have consist-
ently provided mutual 
assistance, support and 
solidarity whenever need-
ed, based on the fraternal 
“Pauk-Phaw” friendship 
and close ties between 
Myanmar and China.

Furthermore, com-
prehensive cooperation in 
various sectors has been 
deepened, contributing 
to greater mutual under-
standing. Strategic com-
prehensive cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries, particularly cooper-

ation under the Belt and 
Road Initiative, including 
the China-Myanmar Eco-
nomic Corridor, has also 
been further enhanced. 
In the coming years, she 
encourages further efforts 
to promote not only trade 
and investment between 
the two countries but also 
people-to-people connec-
tivity in areas such as cul-
ture and education.

She said that My-
anmar greatly value the 
continued support and 
assistance provided by 
the Government of China 

to Myanmar’s efforts for 
peace, stability and nation-
al development, as well as 
China’s positive support 
for Myanmar at regional 
and international forums, 
particularly within ASEAN 
and the United Nations. On 
the occasion of the 77th an-
niversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic 
of China, she expressed 
that may the People’s Re-
public of China continue to 
achieve development, pros-
perity and well-being, and 
may the fraternal “Pauk-
Phaw” friendship and close 

ties between Myanmar and 
China endure forever.

The Vice-President 
and the Chinese Ambas-
sador cut the commemo-
rative cake together and 
posed for documentary 
photos together with the 
attendees.

The Vice-President 
had dinner with the attend-
ees. During the dinner, the 
fine arts troupe from Yun-
nan Province and embassy 
staff performed traditional 
dance and songs.

Also present at the 
reception were Amyotha 

Hluttaw Deputy Speaker 
Jeng Phang Naw Taung, 
Union Ministers Lt-Gen 
Phone Myat and U Than 
Maung, the Yangon Region 
Hluttaw Speaker, senior 
Tatmadaw officers and the 
commander of the Yangon 
Command and their wives, 
chairs and officials of in-
ternational relations com-
mittees from the Pyithu 
and Amyotha Hluttaws, 
ambassadors from the for-
eign embassies and mili-
tary attachés in Yangon, 
and distinguished guests. 
— MNA/TTA

PYITHU Hluttaw (House 
o f  Representat ives) 
Speaker U Khin Yi re-
ceived a delegation led 
by Japanese House of 
Representatives Member, 
Honourable Hiromichi 
Watanabe, yesterday at 
the guest hall of the Py-
ithu Hluttaw Building in 
Nay Pyi Taw.

Speaker U Khin Yi 
highlighted parliamen-
tary engagement as the 
starting point for revital-
izing bilateral coopera-
tion between Myanmar 
and Japan. He noted 
that the Myanmar-Japan 
Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group has already 
been formed and stands 
ready to collaborate di-
rectly with Japan’s Low-
er House across various 
sectors, including par-
liamentary committees, 
women’s affairs, youth in-
itiatives, and technology.

Addressing economic 
ties, U Khin Yi affirmed 
that the Hluttaw is re-
viewing legal frameworks 
to facilitate an inviting 
environment for inter-
national businesses and 
investors. Recognizing 
Japan as a global lead-
er in agriculture and 

advanced technology, he 
expressed keen interest 
in bilateral coordination 
in those areas, noting 
that Mr Watanabe’s visit 
represents a promising 
initial step toward active 
inter-parliamentary col-
laboration.

In response, Honour-
able Hiromichi Watanabe 
recounted his personal 
engagement in Myan-
mar’s development initi-
atives spanning roughly 
30 years, emphasizing 
the enduring friendship 
between the two nations. 
He stated that his visit 

aims to restart bilateral 
cooperation and resume 
Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) projects, 
agreeing that inter-parlia-
mentary dialogue serves 
as an effective foundation 
for these goals. 

Mr Watanabe also 
expressed his desire to 
deepen people-to-people 
ties through cultural ex-
changes and noted ongo-
ing collaboration in agri-
culture and the Thilawa 
Special Economic Zone. 
He concluded by extend-
ing an invitation to Speak-
er U Khin Yi to visit Japan 

at a mutually convenient 
time and reaffirmed his 
commitment to strength-
ening ties between the 
two parliaments.

The meeting was also 
attended by U Yaw Aye 
Hla, Secretary of the Py-
ithu Hluttaw Internation-
al Relations Committee; 
Dr Myo Aung, Chairman 
of the Myanmar-Japan 
Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group; Secretary U 
Moe Min Oo; and officials 
from the Office of the Py-
ithu Hluttaw. — MNA/
TTA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker receives 
Japanese Lower House Member

A delegation led by U 
Than Soe, Chairman 
of the Union Election 
Commission (UEC) of 
Myanmar, returned to 
Yangon by air yesterday 
after visiting the Russian 
Federation from 16 to 22 
September to observe the 
ninth State Duma elec-
tion at the invitation of the 
Chairman of the Central 
Election Commission of 
the Russian Federation.

During the visit, the 
delegation met with Mr 
Pavel Andreev, a mem-
ber of the Central Elec-
tion Commission of the 
Russian Federation, and 
held discussions on elec-
tion-related matters and 
possible areas of coop-
eration between the two 

countries. The delegation 
also visited the Informa-
tion Centre of the Central 
Election Commission and 
the Public Election Ob-
servation Headquarters 
to study their operations 
and procedures, and at-
tended the international 
conference entitled “Elec-
tions in Times of Turbu-
lence” held on 18 and 19 
September.

From 18 to 20 Sep-
tember, the delegation 
visited Polling Station 
182 in Tagansky District, 
Central Administrative 
Okrug of Moscow, 1772 
and 1779 in Donskoy Dis-
trict, Southern    Admin-
istrative Okrug, and Poll-
ing Stations 882, 883 and 

SEE PAGE 6

UEC Chair-led delegates 
observe electoral 
processes at 9th State 
Duma Elections

Japanese House of Representatives Member Honourable Hiromichi Watanabe calls on 
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi.

UEC Chair U Than Soe and Myanmar delegation are 
pictured during their observation tour.

DIPLOMACY
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THE third regular session 
of the Third Pyithu Hluttaw 
convened its second-day 
meeting at the Pyithu Hlut-
taw meeting hall in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday, with Pyithu 
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi 
presiding. A total of 335 out 
of 351 eligible MPs attend-
ed, representing a 95.44 per 
cent attendance rate.

During the session, 
Deputy Minister for Elec-
tricity and Energy U Kyaw 
Naing Win addressed que-
ries concerning region-
al energy and industrial 
needs. He explained that a 
proposed chemical fertiliz-
er plant in Pyapon District, 
Ayeyawady Region, cannot 
yet be built due to current 
constraints in quality natu-
ral gas supply and pipeline 
connections, though future 
development remains pos-
sible as domestic gas yields 
rise. He also noted that 

measures are in place to 
supply fuel for farming and 
river transport in Labutta 
Township, while efforts are 
underway to review and fa-
cilitate fuel imports via the 
Muse border route subject 
to regional conditions.

Deputy Minister for 

Cooperatives and Rural 
Development U Thaik 
Soe answered ques-
tions regarding road and 
bridge infrastructure. He 
detailed phased mainte-
nance and upgrading plans 
for rural earthen roads in 
Danubyu Township and 

gravel-to-concrete road 
sections in Manaung and 
PutaO townships, subject 
to budget allocations. Re-
garding the proposed rein-
forced concrete bridge over 
Nanyin Creek in Mohnyin 
Township, he clarified that 
the site is currently not a 

top priority, as an existing 
steel suspension bridge 
remains functional and al-
ternative routes serve local 
transport needs.

Deputy  Minister 
for Sports U Nyi Nyi ad-
dressed local sports in-
frastructure proposals. 
He stated that proposals 
to construct a two-storey 
concrete grandstand at the 
Mongshu Township sports 
ground, repair indoor floor-
ing and build a grandstand 
in Mogaung, and erect a 
standard grandstand and 
futsal court in Tanai will be 
submitted for budget allo-
cation in upcoming finan-
cial years. Land transfer 
procedures are also being 
finalized for a proposed 
Sports and Physical Edu-
cation Institute in Magway.

Deputy Minister for 
Transport U Tun Lu clar-
ified riverbank erosion 

control and water transport 
projects across Letpadan, 
Thayetchaung, Nagmon, 
Seikphyu, and Ingapu town-
ships. He noted that dredg-
ing along the Seikphyu 
bank of the Ayeyawady 
River aligns with the mas-
ter plan to safeguard local 
transport links and the 
Anawrahta Bridge piers, 
while technical assistance 
will be provided to regional 
governments for ongoing 
river training and channel 
projects.

Later, the parliament 
agreed to discuss a mo-
tion tabled by U Tin Htay 
of Katha constituency and 
seconded by U Tin Tun 
Lwin of Kalewa constitu-
ency calling on the Union 
Government to manage Ay-
eyawady River channels as 
a national project to ensure 
year-round navigation.

SEE PAGE 6
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UNION Minister for Ed-
ucation Dr Chaw Chaw 
Sein received a delegation 
led by Mr Novan Ivanhoe 
Saleh, Chargé d’Affaires 
of the Indonesian Embas-
sy in Yangon, at the recep-
tion hall of the Ministry of 
Education in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday afternoon.

During the meeting, 
both sides cordially ex-
changed views on sev-
eral matters, including 
the provision of train-
ing courses on teaching 
methodology in coopera-
tion with Indonesian ed-
ucational organizations 
to enhance the teaching 

skills of teachers from 
25 teacher education 
colleges in Myanmar, 
securing scholarships 
for Myanmar students at 

universities in Indonesia, 
introducing Indonesian 
language courses at the 
Yangon University of For-
eign Languages (YUFL) 

and the Mandalay Uni-
versity of Foreign Lan-
guages (MUFL), estab-
lishing student exchange 
programmes by linking 
tourism-specialized uni-
versities in Indonesia 
with hotels and tourism 
management courses at 
the National Management 
Degree College, and fur-
ther strengthening co-
operation in vocational 
education.

The meeting was 
also attended by Deputy 
Minister Dr Zaw Myint, 
directors-general and oth-
er officials, according to 
reports. — MNA/TH

MoE Union Minister receives Indonesian 
Embassy Chargé d’Affaires

Pyithu Hluttaw holds second-day meeting

Tachilek Opens to 
Third-Country Tourists 
on Package Trips

FROM PAGE 1
They were subse-

quently allowed to enter 
and leave only through 
international airports and 
the Kawthoung interna-
tional checkpoint.

Following a review by 
the Ministry of Culture, 
Hotels and Tourism, eligi-
ble third-country nation-
als have been allowed to 
use the Tachilek-Mae Sai 
checkpoint under package 
tour arrangements since 
World Tourism Day.

Except for restrict-
ed areas designated by 

the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, foreign tourists may 
travel along the Tachil-
ek-Kengtung route. From 
October 2023 to date, 34 
third-country nationals 
and 2,746 Thai nationals 
have entered under the 
arrangements.

Thai nationals may 
enter and leave with 
passports and visas, while 
third-country nationals 
may do so under pack-
age tour arrangements 
in accordance with the 
prescribed procedures. 
— TWA/KNN

The second-day meeting of the Third Pyithu Hluttaw’s third regular session is underway, 
presided over by Speaker U Khin Yi.

Indonesian Embassy Charge d’Affaires Mr Novan Ivanhoe 
calls on Union Minister Dr Chaw Chaw Sein.

DIPLOMACY

HLUTTAW
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Yangon, Wuhan 
Formalize Sister-
City Ties
FROM PAGE 1
relations between Yangon, 
Myanmar, and Wuhan, Hu-
bei Province, China.

Similarly, relevant rep-
resentatives signed Mem-
oranda of Understanding 
on international friendship 
city cooperation between 
Wuhan and Turkistan City 
in the Turkistan Region of 
Kazakhstan, Christchurch 
in New Zealand, Markham 
in Canada, Tijuana in Mex-
ico, Wuhan’s Dongxihu 
District and Mbour in the 
Thiès Region of Senegal, 
Wuhan’s Wuchang District 
and Keszthely in Hunga-
ry, and Wuhan’s Qiaokou 
District and Gyenesdiás 
in Hungary.

During the 2026 Global 
Mayors Dialogue, discus-

sions focused on three 
main topics: promoting ur-
ban development through 
technological innovation, 
expanding urban openness 
through industrial cooper-
ation, and improving qual-
ity of life through cultural 
exchange. The Mayor of 
Wuhan, the Mayor of Yan-
gon, Myanmar, the Lord 
Mayor of Manchester, 
England, the Chairper-
son of the City Council of 
Kemi, Finland, the City 
Manager of Cape Town, 
South Africa, the Mayor 
of Rzeszów, Poland, and 
the Mayor of Turkistan, 
Kazakhstan, participated 
in the dialogue and ex-
changed views on the top-
ics, according to reports. 
—  ASH/TH

THE third regular session 
of the Third Amyotha Hlut-
taw commenced on the 
first day at the Amyotha 
Hluttaw hall of the Hluttaw 
Complex in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday morning.

At the outset, five De-
fence Services Person-
nel Representatives for 
Amyotha Hluttaw took an 
affirmation and signed the 
document of affirmation in 
the presence of Amyotha 
Hluttaw Speaker U Aung 
Lin Dwe.

The Speaker extended 
greetings to lawmakers, 
urging them to harmoni-
ously carry out parliamen-
tarian measures based 
on their experiences to 
achieve good results for 
the State and the people.

I n  t h e  q u e s -
tion-and-answer session, 
Deputy Minister for Edu-
cation U Nay Myo Hlaing 
replied to questions raised 
by six Amyotha Hluttaw 
representatives.

He stated that the 

Department of Basic 
Education is prioritizing 
schools in need of teach-
ers based on student en-
rolment numbers when 
filling teaching vacancies 
in basic education schools.

Arrangements are 
being made by the rele-
vant township, district, and 
region/state education of-
ficers to fill vacancies lo-
cally with substitute teach-
ers, ensuring that teaching 

and learning proceed suc-
cessfully.

To construct the re-
quired 819-foot brick wall 
at Myeik BEHS No 9, work 
will be funded under the 
capital budget for the 2027-
2028 financial year. Paving 
the school’s entrance road 
will be carried out under 
the regular expenditure 
for the 2027-2028 FY, based 
on budget allocation and 
according to the region’s 

priority queue.
The construction of a 

three-story RCC building 
at Myeik BEHS No 2 will 
be carried out under the 
capital budget for the 2027-
2028 FY.

The Mya Nandar 
school building at Kin Vil-
lage BEHS in Bilin Town-
ship will be demolished 
and rebuilt in an upcoming 
financial year in accord-
ance with the budget al-

location.
Permission will be 

sought in accordance with 
standard procedures to 
demolish six hazardous 
school buildings at Kale-
wa BEHS and BEMS No 
1 (Branch), and the con-
struction of new school 
buildings will proceed 
according to the region’s 
priority ranking, subject 
to budget availability.

Under the supervi-
sion of education officers 
at different levels, meas-
ures are being taken to 
prevent disruptions to 
basic education students’ 
teaching and learning 
activities, improve the 
quality of learning, and 
ensure systematic adher-
ence to school discipline. 
Accordingly, school heads 
and teachers are issuing 
rules strictly prohibiting 
students from bringing 
and using mobile phones 
during school hours and 
implementing plans to en-
sure student compliance. 

Although mobile phone 
use during school hours 
can be effectively prohibit-
ed, even greater and more 
beneficial outcomes can 
be achieved if teachers, 
parents, and students 
work together to ensure 
that phones are used pro-
ductively outside of school 
hours.

The Speaker stated 
that Ayeyawady Region 
Amyotha Hluttaw MPs U 
Yan Naing Win, U Aung 
Tin Myint, U Aung Kyaw 
Min and Daw Zin Pa Pa 
Oo handed over dona-
tions of Amyotha Hluttaw 
representatives, Defence 
Services Personnel Repre-
sentatives and staff mem-
bers for flood victims of La-
ymyethna Township to the 
Ayeyawady Region Chief 
Minister, and the Amyotha 
Hluttaw put it on record.

The Amyotha Hlut-
taw will continue its sec-
ond-day session on 24 Sep-
tember. — MNA/TTA

Amyotha Hluttaw resumes for third regular session

THE second day of the 
national workshop, titled 
“From Agricultural Devel-
opment to National Pro-
ductivity Growth”, contin-
ued with sectoral paper 
presentations at Myanmar 
International Convention 
Centre I (MICC I) in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday morn-
ing.

The workshop aims 
to develop the agriculture, 
livestock and fisheries sec-
tors, agro-based indus-
tries, financial services, 
investment, access to tech-
nology and export capacity 
in order to boost national 
production. During the 
morning sessions, panels 
led by Deputy Minister 
for  Finance and Revenue 
Daw Than Than Lin; Dep-
uty Ministers Dr Ye Tint 
Tun and Dr Ye Tun Win of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Irrigation; 
Deputy Minister Dr Aung 
Zeya for of Industry and 
MSME Development; Dep-
uty Minister U Min Min for 
Commerce; and UMFCCI 
President U Aye Win dis-
cussed current measures 
and proposed reforms to 
increase national produc-
tion in the agriculture, 
livestock and fisheries, in-

dustry, planning, finance 
and investment, and ex-
port sectors. They also 
answered questions from 
participants.

In the afternoon, a 
panel led by Union Minis-
ter for Finance and Reve-
nue Dr Kan Zaw, together 
with Union Ministers U 
Aung Kyaw Hoe, U Min 
Naung, U Myo Zaw Thein, 

Dr Charlie Than and U Tun 
Ohn, reviewed the sectoral 
papers presented at the 
workshop, answered ques-
tions from the media and 
approved follow-up meas-
ures for implementation. 
Dr Kan Zaw then delivered 
the concluding remarks 
and brought the national 
workshop to a close. — 
MNA/KZL  

National workshop on agricultural 
development concludes

The first-day meeting of the Third Amyotha Hluttaw’s third regular session in progress 
yesterday, presided over by Speaker U Aung Lin Dwe.

The closing ceremony of the national-level workshop From Agricultural Development to 
National Productivity Growth is underway.
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Pyithu Hluttaw holds second-day ...
FROM PAGE 4

The Hluttaw also 
approved renaming the 
Committee on Hotels, 
Tourism, and Culture to 
the Committee on Cul-

ture, Hotels, and Tourism 
alongside membership 
adjustments, amended 
the duties of the Com-
mittee on Construction, 
Industry,  Electricity, 

and Energy, formed par-
liamentary friendship 
groups with Vietnam, 
Japan, China, and Laos, 
and passed the Seventh 
Bill Amending the Pyithu 

Hluttaw Election Law 
submitted by the Union 
Election Commission. 
The session will resume 
for its third day on 23 Sep-
tember. — MNA/ST 

UEC Chair-led 
delegates observe 
electoral ...
FROM PAGE 3
884 in Klinsky District, 
Moscow Oblast. They 
observed both paper-bal-
lot voting and e-voting, 
and the entire voting 
process, from voter-list 
verification to ballot 
casting, including the 
use of CCTV to monitor 
polling-station activities.

The 9th State Duma 
election involved more 
than 91,000 polling sta-
tions and over 111 mil-
lion registered voters. 
A total of 52,026 candi-
dates, including inde-
pendent candidates and 
candidates from 11 polit-
ical parties, contested 
the election.

On 21 September, 
the delegation attended 
a meeting at the Cen-
tral Election Commis-
sion to exchange views 
and assessments among 
international election 
observation missions 
that observed the State 
Duma election.

Speaking at the 
meeting, U Than Soe 
said that, based on 
the observations as 
international election 
observers, the polling 
stations and voting ar-
rangements were well 
organized, and voters 
were able to exercise 
their voting rights free-
ly without interference 
or threats. He said 
polling-station officials 
carried out voting and 
counting procedures ac-
curately in accordance 
with the prescribed 
laws and procedures. 
The voting process was 
transparent, and the 
use of e-voting systems 
and portable electronic 
voting machines made 
voting more convenient 
for voters. He added that 
the home-voting system 
provided for elderly, ill 
and disabled voters was 
convenient and could 

contribute to increased 
voter participation. The 
voters actively partici-
pated in the election, 
and the representa-
tives of political parties 
performed their duties 
systematically. Accord-
ing to the observations, 
the State Duma election 
was conducted peaceful-
ly in accordance with the 
law and procedures, with 
transparency through-
out the process.

Representat ives 
of election observation 
missions from the Com-
monwealth of Independ-
ent States (CIS) and the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO), 
and delegations from 
Myanmar, Venezuela, 
Mali, Bahrain, Abkhaz-
ia, Tajikistan, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, 
Sri Lanka, the Central 
African Republic, Ec-
uador, Tonga, South 
Sudan, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
and Madagascar, also 
shared their observa-
tions at the meeting. 
Representatives of the 
Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation and the Un-
ion of Youth of the Cen-
tral African Economic 
and Monetary Commu-
nity (UJ-CEMAC) also 
participated.

During the visit, 
the delegation also took 
the opportunity to learn 
about the cultural tra-
ditions and traditional 
performing arts of the 
Russian Federation and 
visit several notable 
landmarks.

A total of 1,126 elec-
tion observers from 133 
countries and 13 inter-
national organizations, 
along with 128 interna-
tional diplomats from 53 
countries, observed the 
9th State Duma election. 
— MNA/KTZH 

A Myanmar delegation 
led by Deputy Minister 
for Agriculture, Live-
stock and Irrigation Dr 
Ye Tint Tun attended the 
opening of the 23rd Chi-
na-ASEAN Expo and the 
China (Guangxi)-ASEAN 
Agricultural and Poverty 
Reduction Cooperation 
Conference in Nanning, 
Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region, China.

Hosted by the Peo-
ple’s Government of 
Guangxi Zhuang Auton-
omous Region from 17 to 
18 September, the confer-
ence focused on strength-
ening China-ASEAN co-
operation in agriculture 
and poverty reduction 
and promoting regional 
economic and social de-
velopment. Discussions 
covered smart agricul-

ture, the digital economy 
and poverty alleviation.

On 17 September, 
the Myanmar delegation 
attended the opening of 
the China-ASEAN Expo, 
where Dr Ye Tint Tun 
delivered remarks at the 
agricultural and poverty 

reduction cooperation 
conference and witnessed 
the signing of cooperation 
agreements for related 
projects. He also attend-
ed a panel discussion on 
smart agriculture and 
poverty reduction.

On 18 September, 

the delegation visited the 
expo and JJR Science and 
Technology Group Co, Ltd, 
where it studied smart ag-
ricultural technologies, 
including satellite-based 
irrigation, AI crop and 
pest monitoring, precision 
farming and online fruit 
trading. The delegation 
also visited the company’s 
AI-based blueberry farm.

On 19 September, the 
delegation visited Guangxi 
Aquatic and Animal Hus-
bandry School and studied 
aquaculture and livestock 
technologies, including 
breeding, disease control, 
feed and nutrition man-
agement, water quality 
management and agri-
cultural product process-
ing and preservation. — 
MNA/KZL  

Myanmar delegation attends 
China-ASEAN Expo in Nanning

POLICE personnel from 
township police stations 
across Yangon Region, 
in cooperation with traf-
fic police and local ad-
ministrative officials, 
conducted operations to 
strengthen the rule of law 
and prevent crime.

As part of the oper-
ations yesterday, police 
personnel from Hmaw-
by, Hlinethaya (West), 
Thaunggyi, Hlinethaya 
(East), Satsan and Thong-
wa townships, together 
with members of the Ka-
mayut and Taikkyi traffic 
police units, carried out 

various activities. These 
included inspecting con-
tainer trucks and suspi-
cious vehicles passing 
through checkpoints, 
conducting crime preven-
tion awareness talks and 
door-to-door awareness 
campaigns, distributing 
pamphlets, conducting bi-
cycle patrols, arresting 
pickpockets on buses, and 
raising public awareness 
about the proper use of 
pedestrian crossings.

Yesterday evening, 
police personnel in Ky-
imyindine, Dagon Myo-
thit (North), Insein and 

Thakayta townships 
conducted patrols in po-
lice vehicles with light 
bars. They also carried 

out vehicle and guest-
list checks and inspected 
KTV businesses. — Aung 
Thu/MKKS 

Police beefs up security in Yangon Region

Deputy Minister Dr Ye Tint Tun and Myanmar delegation 
observe exhibits at the China-ASEAN Expo.

Police personnel check a vehicle in Yangon Region.

HLUTTAW
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THE Bago Region Fish-
eries Department has 
repeatedly conducted 
training for fish farmers to 
deepen their understand-
ing of freshwater fisheries 
laws and rules and aquat-
ic resource conservation, 
with the aim of increasing 
foreign earnings from the 
aquaculture sector.

Up to May 2026, six 
fisheries-related subjects 
were taught 64 times at the 
Fisheries Training School 
in Bago, reaching 2,092 fish 
farmers. Of these, train-
ing on freshwater fisher-
ies laws, regulations and 
aquatic resource conser-
vation was conducted 43 
times, while Good Aqua-
culture Practices (GAqP) 
training was conducted 11 
times.

“To develop fish re-
sources, three hatcheries 
in the region produce and 
distribute species such 
as rohu, catla, common 
carp, golden carp and 
java barb are distributed 

while training is also pro-
vided to ensure continued 
production in accordance 
with good aquaculture 
practices. Up to May this 
year, 64 training sessions 
on six subjects had been 
conducted, benefiting 2,092 
fish farmers. The training 
will continue,” said Dr Su 
Myo Thwe, head of the re-
gional department. 

The department also 
provides training on in-

duced breeding and cul-
ture of indigenous species, 
basic fish farming and in-
duced breeding, and the 
Mya Sein Yaung Project 
(Fisheries Sector), aim-
ing to promote sustain-
able freshwater fish pro-
duction, foreign incomes, 
and strengthen farmers’ 
compliance with fisheries 
laws, rules and resource 
conservation measures. — 
Thitsa (MNA)/KTZH 

Public awareness training for fish 
farmers conducted frequently

THE Ministry of Culture, 
Hotels and Tourism has 
announced the winners 
of the best service awards 
for hotels and compa-
nies, to be presented at 
the World Tourism Day 
2026 ceremony that falls 
on 27 September. Melia 
Yangon Hotel, Aureum 
Palace Hotel& Resort in 
Nay Pyi Taw, and Golden 
Light Myanmar Travel & 
Tour Co Ltd secured top 
spots, respectively. 

The awards recog-
nize excellence across 
three categories: foreign 
direct investment (FDI) 
hotels, domestic invest-
ment hotels, and inbound/
domestic tour companies.

The following FDI 
Hotels earned Best Ser-
vice Awards: Melia Yan-
gon Hotel won First Prize;  
Chatrium Hotel Yangon, 

Second Prize; and Wynd-
ham Grand Yangon Hotel, 
Third Prize.

Domestic Invest-
ment Hotels: Aureum Pal-
ace Hotel & Resort (Nay 
Pyi Taw), Parkroyal (Nay 
Pyi Taw) Hotel and Novo-
tel Yangon Max claimed 
the first, second and third 
prizes for best service.  
Best Travel Service 
Awards went to Golden 
Light Myanmar Travel & 
Tour Co Ltd, Picturesque 
Myanmar Group Co Ltd 
and Eastern Beauty Trav-
el & Tour Co Ltd. 

The aforementioned 
prize winners are re-
quired to attend the World 
Tourism Day ceremony 
without fail. Further invi-
tations will be extended to 
the winners, the ministry 
stated. — NN/KK

Melia Yangon, Aureum Palace, 
and Golden Light Myanmar 
top honoured 

A China-Myanmar tourism 
development seminar and 
a Yunnan Province culture 
and tourism introduction 
event took place yester-
day at the China Cultural 
Centre in Yangon, aiming 
to boost bilateral coopera-
tion in culture and tourism 
ahead of the traditional 
Chinese Mid-Autumn 
Festival.

The event, themed 
“Building a Corridor with 
Tea, Towards a Future of 
Cultural Tourism,” was co-
organized by the Yunnan 
Provincial Department of 
Culture and Tourism, the 
Yangon China Cultural 
Centre, and the China-My-
anmar Economic Cooper-
ation and Development 
Promotion Association.

Counsellor Mr Li 
Qianguo of the Chinese 
Embassy in Myanmar and 

Director-General U Aung 
Aye Han of the Directorate 
of Hotels and Tourism un-
der the Ministry of Culture, 
Hotels and Tourism, and 
Mr Han Jiajun, head of 
the Yangon China Cultur-
al Centre, delivered the 
opening remarks

Mr Li Qianguo noted 
that neighbouring Myan-
mar is actively working to 
develop its tourism sec-

tor. This year, Yangon has 
hosted various tourism 
exhibitions and exchange 
events, and the number of 
tourists from China and 
other countries has been 
increasing. However, there 
are still many difficulties 
and challenges hindering 
tourism development, re-
quiring joint efforts from 
the government and stake-
holders across all sectors.

Chinese government 
tourism authorities un-
veiled the 15th Five-Year 
Plan to become a Tourism 
Powerhouse and the 15th 

Five-Year Plan for Cultural 
and Tourism Development 
in July and September 
this year, setting out clear 
goals, responsibilities, 
and pathways for building 
a culturally strong and 
tourismdeveloped nation. 
He expressed his hope that 
in the coming five years, 
China-Myanmar tourism 
cooperation will embrace 
many good opportunities 
and achieve mutual suc-
cess, he added.

The seminar contin-
ued with music and dance 
performances. Attend-
ees also viewed tourism 
information displays and 
handicraft exhibits at the 
venue. — TWA/KK

China-Myanmar tourism development 
seminar, Yunnan cultural showcase in Yangon

The China-Myanmar tourism development seminar and 
Yunnan Province culture and tourism introduction event in 
Yangon.

Trading Amount and Forex Rate in the 
Market on 22 September 2026

US$ Chinese yuan Thai baht
Indian 
rupee

Exchange rates 3,665.20~3667.00 557.90~558.10 125.30~125.40 43.60

Trading amount 
in the market

8,532,192.99 4,882,662.69 100,300,375.72 -

THE Taunggyi State De-
velopment Affairs Depart-
ment invited local inves-
tors to submit Expressions 
of Interest (EOI) for the up-
grade and redevelopment 
of Sao San Tun Market in 
Taunggyi Township with 
100 per cent investment. 

Interested parties can 
purchase the EOI applica-
tion form and accompany-
ing terms and conditions, 
along with the required 
submission details, from 
23 September. Completed 
EOI proposals must be 
submitted in person or by 

post to the Taunggyi Town-
ship Development Affairs 
Department by 4:30 pm on 
22 October.

Individuals can en-
quire for further details 
through the engineer in 
charge at 081 2121023 or 
09 250133449. — NN/KK

EOI invited for upgrade of Sao San Tun 
Market in Taunggyi

Gold Market Rate as of 22 September 2026

THE price of one tical (16.329325 grammes) of 
gold with density of 19.25 grammes per cubic 
centimetre and above is K7,150,000, as estab-
lished by the Mineral (Gold) Reference Price 
Determination Committee.
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The government is encouraging the development of micro, 
small and medium-sized enterprises as part of efforts to boost 
the industrial sector. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Industry 

and MSME Development provides businesspersons with monetary 
capital, technological assistance, human resource development and 
market links.

Moreover, MSME product shows and market fairs are organized 
with the aim of enabling MSME products to penetrate into domestic 
and international markets, to catch the attention of customers and 
businesspersons, and to exchange market information and protec-
tion technology. These shows and market fairs took place in major 
cities of the nation.

As the government places emphasis on the development of the 
MSME sector, all responsible officials from factories and industries 
under the Ministry of Industry and MSME Development must 

strive to boost the production 
and productivity of factories 
through their collaborative ef-
forts. If so, these factories will 
have the capabilities to stand 
on their own.

Officials and employees 
must perform their duties 
with full responsibility and ac-
countability to the public for 
the products they produce. 
Officials should adopt re-
sults-based management to 
improve production at their 
respective factories. Relevant 
factories need to procure and 
stockpile raw materials and 
spare parts in advance to en-
sure that production facilities 
can operate at full capacity.

Factories must strive to 
meet or exceed their annual 
production targets set for each 
financial year. When products 
are similar, those manufac-
tured by their respective fac-
tories must be of higher quality. 
If the quality is comparable, 
they must be offered at more 
competitive prices and with 

better packaging. Only then can they consistently outperform their 
competitors in production and achieve success. To maintain such 
progress and ensure that their achievements are sustained and 
further improved, responsible officials must continuously review 
and assess their respective work processes.

In addition, efforts must be made to integrate their production 
into local production chains. They should share their technological 
expertise and business experience with local industrial entrepre-
neurs, help meet their needs, and support the development of local 
industries. Only then can the industrial sector develop in respective 
regions and contribute to the overall development of the country.

To promote the development of industries, product lists should 
be systematically compiled and classified, such as manufactured 
products, export products, import-substitution products and agri-
culture-based products. It is necessary to systematically calculate 
the higher-value products, as well as the value added at each stage 
of the production chain. Only then can MSMEs not only serve as 
a fundamental pillar of the national economy but also effectively 
contribute to domestic job creation, economic development and 
improved livelihoods.

Efforts underway to boost 
MSME businesses

To promote the 
development of 
industries, product lists 
should be systematically 
compiled and classified, 
such as manufactured 
products, export 
products, import-
substitution products 
and agriculture-based 
products. It is necessary 
to systematically 
calculate the higher-
value products, as well as 
the value added at each 
stage of the production 
chain. Only then can 
MSMEs not only serve as 
a fundamental pillar of 
the national economy but 
also effectively contribute 
to domestic job creation, 
economic development 
and improved livelihoods.

W hen the rain is pour-
ing down, an umbrel-
la can feel like a mat-

ter of life and death. It becomes 
one of the most precious things 
we have – something we cannot 
do without. We hold it close, grip 
it tightly, and keep it above our 
heads. In return, it protects us 
from every drop of rain.

But when the rain stops, 
that same umbrella can sud-
denly become a burden. Once 
the sky clears, no one wants to 
carry it anymore. It begins to 
feel like something taking up 
unnecessary space. Eventually, 
it may simply be left by the road-
side or pushed into a forgotten 
corner.

Some human relationships 
are like that, too.

There are people who come 
into our lives during difficult 
seasons and quietly become our 
umbrellas. When everything 
seems uncertain, they remain 
beside us. When we are caught 
in the rain of problems, they 
give us shelter. When we fall, 
they reach out a hand and help 
us stand again. When we are 
too tired to continue, they give 
us encouragement. When our 
hearts are heavy, they listen 
without asking for anything in 

return.
During the days when we 

cannot get through life alone, 
they share our storms with their 
time, their love, their patience, 
and their understanding. At 
those moments, we matter. Our 
presence feels valuable.

Sometimes, people may 
even tell us that they do not 
know what they would do with-
out us. They may promise that 
they will always remain by our 
side. Their words may make us 
believe that the relationship will 
last forever.

But life has a way of chang-
ing.

The rain eventually be-
comes lighter. The clouds begin 
to disappear. The difficult days 
slowly pass. They regain their 
strength, find their direction, 
and learn to stand on their own 
feet again.  And this is some-
times when we discover some-
thing painful.

When life becomes easier, 
and people no longer need the 
support they once depended on, 
some of them begin to forget the 
people who stood beside them 
during their hardest days.

Just as an umbrella may 
be forgotten when the rain has 
stopped, the people who once 
protected them from the storm 
may also be forgotten.

Sometimes, we may meet 
them outside, yet they may walk 
past without even saying hello. 
The conversations become few-
er. The messages become less 
frequent. The closeness slowly 
disappears. The person who 
once seemed essential suddenly 
becomes a stranger.

It can be difficult to under-
stand.

After all, the person has not 
changed into someone else. The 
kindness, time, patience, and 
support they once gave were 
real. What has changed is sim-

ply the situation.
This reveals an uncomfort-

able truth about some relation-
ships: people sometimes meas-
ure loyalty according to benefits.

As long as someone is use-
ful to them, they may value that 
person.

As long as someone can give 
them something, they may want 
us near them.

As long as someone can 
fulfil their needs, solve their 
problems, provide support, or 
make their lives easier, they 
may consider that person im-
portant. They may say, “I do not 
know what I would do without 
you.” They may promise, “We 
will always be together.”

But when the benefits dis-
appear, when their needs have 
been fulfilled, and when there 
is nothing more to receive, that 
loyalty can disappear as well. 
The relationship becomes like 
an umbrella abandoned after 

the rain has stopped. Suddenly, 
it no longer seems important. 

Yet the umbrella itself has 
not lost its value. It did its job 
when it was needed. It provided 
shelter when the rain was fall-
ing. It protected them when they 
had nowhere else to hide. The 
fact that they no longer need 
it does not erase what it once 
did for them. The same is true 
of people.

There is something impor-
tant we can learn from this:

Being kept close because 
someone needs us is not the 
same as being kept close be-
cause someone truly values 
us.

When we are useful, there 
may be many people who want 
us around. When we have some-
thing to offer, many people may 
want to remain close to us. When 
we can solve their problems, 
provide comfort, or fulfil their 
needs, our presence may sud-

denly become very important. 
But when we have nothing left 
to offer, when we cannot provide 
what they want, and when they 
no longer need our help, the 
number of people who remain 
can become very small.

Those are the relationships 
worth remembering.

When a relationship comes 
to an end, we sometimes finally 
understand what it was built 
upon. Did they love us, or did 
they love what we gave them? 
Did they value our presence, or 
did they value our usefulness? 
Did they appreciate who we 
were, or only what we could do 
for them?

Sometimes, the ending of a 
relationship gives us answers 
that we could not see while we 
were still inside it. Perhaps this 
is why difficult times can teach 
us so much about people.

During peaceful days, 
everyone can walk beside us. 

During successful times, many 
people can celebrate with us. 
But during difficult days, when 
there is nothing to gain and no 
reward to receive, the people 
who stay become much easier 
to recognize.

True relationships are not 
measured only by how much 
we can give each other. They 
are also measured by whether 
we can remain connected when 
there is nothing to gain. Need-
ing an umbrella while it is rain-
ing is completely natural. But 
throwing that umbrella away 
after the rain has stopped does 
not mean that the umbrella has 
lost its value. It means that the 
person who used it has forgotten 
its worth. Therefore, when the 
heavy rain of life finally passes, 
we should not forget the people 
who once protected us from the 
storm. 

Life moves forward, and cir-
cumstances change. We may 

eventually no longer need the 
same support, advice, or pro-
tection. That is natural. People 
grow, situations change, and dif-
ferent paths sometimes take us 
in different directions.

But changing circumstanc-
es should not erase gratitude.

We do not have to remain 
dependent on someone simply 
because they once helped us. We 
do not have to stay in every re-
lationship forever. However, we 
can still remember what some-
one once did for us. Because 
gratitude is not dependence. 
Gratitude is remembrance.

True loyalty is not about re-
membering someone only while 
we need them. It is about re-
membering them even after we 
no longer need what they once 
provided. Perhaps that is what 
gratitude truly means.

And perhaps, in the end, the 
greatest measure of our charac-
ter is not how we treat people 
when we need them, but how 
we remember them when we 
no longer do. The rain will stop. 
The sky will clear. The umbrella 
may eventually be folded and 
put away. But the memory of 
who stood beside us in the rain 
should never be forgotten.

By U Khin Maung Myint

By Laura Htet 
(UDE)

When the Rain Stops, Do We  
Remember the Umbrella?

Human beings have 
spent thousands of 
years trying to under-

stand suffering. We have pro-
duced scriptures, philosophies, 
universities, libraries and, more 
recently, search engines. Yet 
suffering stubbornly refuses to 
retire.

Religious traditions offer 
different ways of making sense 
of hardship. Islam speaks of Qa-
dar, or divine decree, while also 
affirming human effort, prayer 
and responsibility. Buddhism 
approaches suffering through 
Dukkha, Karma, and the in-
teraction of causes and condi-
tions. Christianity offers ideas 
including providence, free will, 
spiritual refinement and re-
demptive suffering.

Psychology adds another 
perspective. Belief can help us 
make meaning out of adversity. 
It may protect us from despair, 
excessive self-blame and the 
frightening thought that suffer-
ing is entirely random.

But every useful idea re-
quires careful handling.

Trust can become fatalism. 
Karma can be misunderstood 
as justification for blaming the 
sufferer. Religious devotion can 
deteriorate into unquestion-
ing obedience. Even scientific 
knowledge can become arro-
gance when human beings mis-
take knowing more for knowing 
everything.

This raises an important 
question: where exactly does 
wisdom come from?

“Wisdom, Wisdom, what 
are you?” Humanity demanded 
one morning. “Where did you 
study? The Bible? The Quran? 
The Buddhist Canon? The Ox-
ford Dictionary? Or perhaps the 
MRTV?”

Wisdom arrived quietly, car-
rying no certificate.

“Before you enter,” said Hu-
manity, “we must verify your 
credentials. Which religion? 
Which university? Which or-
ganization endorses you?”

Wisdom scratched its head.
“I sometimes begin by say-

ing, ‘I may be wrong.’”
Security was immediately 

alerted.
A scholar demanded refer-

ences. A preacher requested 
doctrinal clearance. A broad-
caster offered Wisdom three 
minutes between breaking news 
and the weather. An influencer 
asked whether the whole thing 
could be reduced to fifteen sec-
onds and accompanied by a dis-
count code.

The dictionary stepped for-
ward and supplied a definition.

Humanity immediately 
assumed that having defined 
wisdom meant possessing it.

“We have sacred books,” 
announced the assembly proud-
ly.

“Excellent,” said Wisdom. 
“Do you practise their compas-
sion?”

“We can quote them.”

“That was not my ques-
tion.”

An elderly gentleman then 
rose.

“Surely wisdom belongs 
exclusively to Homo sapiens?”

Everyone nodded.
On the windowsill, a cat 

watched proceedings with in-
terest. It had eaten enough and 
therefore stopped eating. An-
other cat appeared outside. The 
first cat decided that fighting 
was unnecessary and went to 
sleep.

Inside the conference hall, 
meanwhile, the humans post-
poned lunch to debate moder-
ation and then quarrelled over 
who should chair the peace 
committee.

“We possess extraordinary 
intelligence,” protested one del-

egate. “Human beings can split 
the atom!”

“Can you share the bread?” 
asked Wisdom.

The chairman consulted his 
advisers.

“That matter requires fur-
ther discussion.”

Faith, Cognition and Action
Behind the joke lies a seri-

ous distinction between convic-
tion and cognition.

Conviction gives people 
beliefs worth holding. Cogni-
tion gives them the ability to 
examine those beliefs, compare 
them with evidence, recognize 
manipulation, reconsider as-
sumptions and decide what ac-
tion is proportionate.

We need both meaning and 
thought.

Faith may provide hope 
during suffering, but accept-
ance should not mean aban-
doning judgment. Devotion 
need not require surrendering 

conscience. Equally, rationali-
ty without compassion can be-
come cold calculation.

Wisdom therefore cannot 
be reduced to education, intel-
ligence, age or religious knowl-
edge.

Someone at the meeting 
suggested that age should au-
tomatically qualify a person as 
wise.

Wisdom looked thoughtfully 
at human history and requested 
that the proposal be withdrawn.

A university degree cer-
tifies study. A dictionary clar-
ifies meaning. Sacred texts 
preserve generations of moral 
and spiritual insight. Journal-
ism can inform us about events. 
Science helps us understand 
the physical world.

But none of these can make 
the final moral decision on our 
behalf.

A person may possess 
knowledge without judgement, 

conviction without compassion, 
authority without insight, and 
intelligence without wisdom.

Perhaps that is why wisdom 
is so difficult to certify.

Before leaving the confer-
ence, Wisdom wrote three sen-
tences on the board:

Question your certainty. 
Consider the consequences. 
Learn from suffering without 
manufacturing more.

The delegates were deeply 
impressed.

They photographed the 
message, quoted it in speech-
es and circulated it on social 
media.

The committee then unan-
imously agreed to establish 
a subcommittee to study the 
possibility of implementing it 
at some unspecified date in the 
future.

Wisdom quietly walked out.
Perhaps that is the final 

irony. Humanity has accumu-

lated an extraordinary library 
of advice about how to live, yet 
our greatest difficulty is rarely 
finding another quotation. It is 
converting understanding into 
conduct.

Faith can give suffering 
meaning. Knowledge can illu-
minate its causes. Cognition can 
help us distinguish evidence 
from assumption and persua-
sion from manipulation. Com-
passion reminds us why any of 
these matters.

But wisdom must bring 
them together.

It requires the humility 
to say, “I may be wrong,” the 
courage to change course when 
evidence demands it, and the 
humanity to consider how our 
actions affect others.

Wisdom may have no certif-
icate, no uniform and no exclu-
sive membership card.

Perhaps it needs none.
Its qualification is demon-

strated not by what we profess, 
but by what we do.

Wisdom, Wisdom, Where Is Your Certificate?
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THE Weaving and Voca-
tional Training School of 
the Small-Scale Industries 
Department in Cinmual 
Ward, Falam Township, 
is preparing to resume 
machine weaving, hand 
weaving and traditional 
jap weaving courses. Ap-
plications are now being 
accepted for the hand 
weaving and traditional 
jap weaving courses.

Yesterday morning, 
Deputy Minister for Social 
Welfare, Relief and Reset-
tlement Dr Thant Zaw 
Lwin, together with Chin 
State Minister for Natural 
Resources and Environ-
mental Conservation U 
Win Zaw Oo and members 
of the Chin State Rehabili-
tation and Reconstruction 
Committee, inspected the 
school. The instructor in 
charge reported on the 
training equipment and 
recruitment of trainees, 
and the deputy minister 
gave necessary instruc-

tions.
The deputy minister 

and his party then in-
spected the hand weav-
ing school building, male 
and female trainee dor-
mitories, the instructor’s 
house, and the renovation 
of the two-room staff quar-
ters and principal’s house.

They also visited 
the Border Area Ethnic 
Youth Training School 
under the Department of 

Education and Training 
and inspected the renova-
tion of the office building, 
principal’s house, storage 
room, trainee dormitories 
and dining hall, as well as 
the Township Education 
Officer’s Office and staff 
housing.

The deputy minis-
ter instructed officials to 
ensure that the quality of 
materials and workman-
ship met the required 

standards and that the 
renovation work was com-
pleted on schedule.

He then presented 
donations from well-wish-
ers for the renovation of 
Yanpyay-Manpyay Aung-
tawmu Pagoda, founded 
by missionary Sayadaw 
Abhidhaja Agga maha 
Saddhammajotika U Ot-
tamasara.

The pagoda was built 
on 22 March 1995. Its stu-
pa robes are now faded, 
while the railings have 
been damaged. The two 
lion statues, stairs, Sayad-
aw’s statue and entrance 
gate also need repainting. 
Donations are therefore 
being collected for the 
renovation.

Those wishing to 
contribute to the reno-
vation of Yanpyay-Manp-
yay Aungtawmu Pagoda 
in Falam Township may 
contact U Min Min Latt 
on 09 448197878. — MNA/
MKKS 

Falam weaving and vocational 
training school prepares to resume

A total of 1,957 Myanmar 
food processing compa-
nies and factories have 
submitted 3,989 applica-
tions to the  General Ad-
ministration of Customs 
of the People’s Republic 
of China (GACC) until 7 
September 2026, accord-
ing to the Domestic Trade 
Division (GACC team) of 
the Myanmar Trade Pro-
motion Organization under 
the Ministry of Commerce. 
According to GACC De-
crees 248 and 249, GACC 
registration is mandatory 
for food exporters starting 
from 1 January 2022.

GACC clarified Decree 
280, “ Provisions on Cus-
toms Registration of Over-
seas Food Manufacturers”, 
which amends and supple-
ments the requirements 
under Announcements 248 
and 249. The new regulation 

took effect on 1 June 2026.
Myanmar’s Compe-

tent Authorities to provide 
endorsements for GACC 
registration include the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Livestock Breeding and Vet-
erinary Department, the 
Department of Fisheries, 
and the Depatment of Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA).

Those18 product cat-
egories require GACC 
registration with authority 
endorsement: 

Meat and meat prod-
ucts, aquatic products, in-
cluding edible and farmed 
products, dairy products, 
bird’s nest and related prod-
ucts, casings for food stuff-
ing, Honey and bee prod-
ucts, eggs and egg products, 
edible fats and oils, Stuffed 
pastry products (cooked or 
frozen), edible grains, grain 

milling industrial products 
and malt, fresh and dehy-
drated vegetables, dried 
beans, seasonings, nuts and 
seeds, dried fruits, unroast-
ed coffee beans and cocoa 
beans and food for special 
dietary purposes and func-
tional food.

Exporters of those food 
groups which are not listed 
in the aforementioned 18 
groups can directly access 
the China Internation-
al Trade Single Window 
through  https://cifer.sin-
glewindow.cn by creating 
accounts. 

Although companies 
exporting food products 
complete GACC registra-
tion online via https://cifer.
singlewindow.cn  with en-
dorsement from the rele-
vant Competent Authority, 
certain agricultural food 
categories within the 18 

groups are handled through 
a manual registration pro-
cess by China’s Depart-
ment of Animal and Plant 
Quarantine. These include 
unroasted coffee beans and 
cocoa beans, fresh vege-
tables, plant seasonings, 
edible grains, dried beans, 
oilseeds, and Chinese tradi-
tional medicines (animal or 
plant origin). 

For these categories, 
companies cannot register 
themselves. Only the rele-
vant Competent Authority 
can submit the application 
to GACC’s Department of 
Animal and Plant Quaran-
tine, via email to  dapq@
customs.gov.cn, or through 
the Chinese Embassy in 
Myanmar or the Myanmar 
Embassy in China.

Registration is valid 
for five years. For renewal, 
applications must be sub-

mitted three to six months 
before expiry.

Under GACC Decree 
280, overseas production 
and storage facilities with 
a clean record and no 
regulatory violations are 
eligible for automatic five-
year renewal. However, 
this system does not cover 
meat and meat products, 
bird’s nests and bird’s nest 
products, meat and meat 
products derived from ter-
restrial animals and over-
seas cold storage facilities 
for frozen aquatic products. 

Between 1 Decem-
ber 2021 and 7 September 
2026, 3,989 applications by 
1,957 factories have been 
forwarded to the GACC 
through the Agriculture 
Department (1,777 applica-
tions), the Fisheries Depart-
ment (157), the Livestock 
Breeding and Veterinary 

Department (14) and the 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration Department (nine).

As of 18 September, 
2026, a total of 1,253 appli-
cations have been approved 
for registration. The list of 
approved companies is 
available on GACC’s web-
site at  https://ciferquery.
singlewindow.cn/. The list 
of manually registered facil-
ities can be viewed at http://
dzs.customs.gov.cn/.

Myanmar businesses 
exporting or intending to ex-
port food products to China 
that require assistance with 
GACC registration may 
contact 067 3408605 and 067 
3408617, or email myantra-
de.domestic@gmail.com, 
according to the Myanmar 
Trade Promotion Organi-
zation’s Domestic Trade 
Division and GACC office 
team. — NN/KK 

Over 1,950 firms, factories seek GACC certification to export to China

THE Department of Rural 
Development, under the 
Ministry of Cooperatives 
and Rural Development, 
held a ceremony yesterday 
to mark the completion of 
a basic sewing machine 
vocational training course 
in Kamasein Village in 
Kayan Township to create 
employment opportunities 
and develop skilled workers 
during the 2026-2027 finan-
cial year.

Kayan Township De-
partment of Rural Develop-
ment Head Daw Htar Htar 
Naing delivered a closing 
speech, stating that coor-
dination would be made to 
link outstanding and suc-
cessful trainees with job 
opportunities and to pro-

vide loan capital for those 
wishing to establish self-
run businesses. Depart-
mental officials presented 
awards to outstanding 
trainees. Afterwards, the 
township head inspected 
the garments produced 
during the course.

A total of 20 trainees 
from Kamasein Village at-
tended the 45-day course, 
where skilled instructors 
provided free training on 
basic sewing machine 
techniques to help them 
reach business-ready skills. 
Outstanding trainees with 
genuine intentions to start 
businesses will receive loan 
assistance from Mya Sein 
Yaung (MSY) Village Pro-
ject funds. – Karan (Rural)

Kayan concludes basic 
sewing course

Deputy Minister Dr Thant Zaw Lwin and officials are 
pictured during their inspection tour in Falam.

A trainee receives the training completion certificate.
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CDF terrorists attack blood 
donation event at Haka Hospital

Myanmar, Belarus to boost sectoral 
cooperation in mutually beneficial projects

Laterite Paves Thonsechauk–Chaungmagyi–
Pinwa Road

OFFICIALS conducted 
a field inspection on 20 
September to review the 
completion of the later-
ite paving work on the 
Thonsechauk-Chaung-
magyi-Pinwa Road, imple-
mented by the Rural Road 
Development Department 
of Yenangyoung Township, 
Magway Region, under the 

Ministry of Cooperatives 
and Rural Development.

U Win Moe Htaik, 
Head of the Magway Re-
gion Rural Road Develop-
ment Department, along 
with Daw Thiri Phyo Wai 
Wint, Township Engi-
neer-in-Charge (Civil) of 
the Yenangyoung Town-
ship Rural Road Devel-

opment Department, and 
officials inspected the com-
pleted laterite paving on 
the Thonsechauk-Chaung-
magyi-Pinwa Road. The 
head then met village offi-
cials and instructed them 
to collectively maintain the 
completed work for long-
term sustainability.

The paving of the 

Thonsechauk-Chaung-
magyi-Pinwa Road – 
measuring six furlongs 
in length, 18 feet in width, 
and eight inches in thick-
ness – was initiated by the 
Rural Road Development 
Department on 1 August 
2026, using Union Capital 
Funds of K118.5 million 
for the 2026-2027 financial 

year. The work is now 100 
per cent complete. Reports 
further read that the com-
pleted road will contrib-

ute to the socioeconomic 
development of the local 
rural community. —Naw 
Lu (DRD)

A Myanmar delegation 
led by Deputy Minister 
for Agriculture, Live-
stock and Irrigation Dr 
Ye Tun Win, who was in 
Minsk, Belarus, on 18 
September, visited the 
dairy farm, feed storage 
and feeding facilities of 
JSC Krutogorye-Petk-
ovichi Agricultural and 
Livestock Enterprise. 
The delegation also ob-
served potato cultiva-
tion and production at 
Mira OJSC “Mashpish-
cheprod” Mirabel-by 
Group.

The delegation at-

tended the 28th Interna-
tional Architecture and 
Construction Exhibi-
tion, “BUDEXPO-2026”, 
held at the Minsk Inter-
national Exhibition Cen-

tre (BELEXPO) from 16 
to 18 September. They 
learned about Belarus’ 
private-sector agricul-
ture and livestock indus-
tries, research and de-

velopment, agro-based 
manufacturing, archi-
tectural structures and 
construction projects.

The delegation also 
studied agricultural and 
livestock facilities and 
met with relevant offi-
cials to discuss techni-
cal cooperation between 
Myanmar and Belarus 
and ways to promote 
cooperation in various 
sectors through mutu-
ally beneficial projects.

The Myanmar dele-
gation returned to Yan-
gon by air on 21 Septem-
ber. — MNA/MKKS 

CDF terrorists attacked 
a collective blood dona-

tion event at Haka Peo-
ple’s Hospital in Chin 

State yesterday morn-
ing, according to an of-
ficial report.

The event was or-
ganized by members 
of the Myanmar Police 
Force to mark the up-
coming 62nd Myanmar 
Police Force Day on 1 
October 2026.

Approximately sev-
en attackers approached 
the hospital from the 
north and opened fire 
with heavy and small 
arms. Security person-

nel returned fire, forcing 
the attackers to retreat 
towards the northeast.

The report con-
demned the attack as 
an act of terrorism tar-
geting a public hospital 
unrelated to military 
operations. 

Security  forces, 
working with residents, 
are investigating the 
incident and strength-
ening security measures 
to protect civilians and 
property. — MNA/ST 

Kengtung’s MSY 
project funds 
disbursed
THE Department of Rural 
Development, under the 
Ministry of Cooperatives 
and Rural Development, 
held a ceremony yester-
day to disburse revolv-
ing funds under the Mya 
Sein Yaung (MSY) Village 
Project for systematic live-
stock farming in Pintauk 
Model Village, Kengtung 
Township, Shan State 
(East).

Kengtung Township 
Department of Rural De-
velopment Head U Sai 
Aung Kham explained the 
objectives of disbursing 
project funds to expand 
household income-gen-
erating activities and 
implement village devel-
opment tasks through 

project earnings. Project 
staff briefed participants 
on project activities, in-
terest rates, repayment 
periods and rules to be 
followed. Township Head 
U Sai Aung Kham handed 
over K30 million in revolv-
ing funds to members of 
the village project imple-
mentation team.

Under the supervision 
of the department, mem-
bers of the village project 
implementation team dis-
bursed the first round of 
K30 million in low-interest 
revolving loans directly to 
32 beneficiaries in Pintauk 
Model Village to undertake 
systematic livestock farm-
ing activities. — Maung 
Khaing (Rural)

09 454237515,, 09 255597511with us/ Hotline :

A village representative receives the fund in Kengtung 
Township.

Deputy Minister Dr Ye Tun Win looks into exhibits on 
display during the observation tour in Belarus.

This image shows the completed road construction project 
in Yenangyoung Township.
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THE annual industrial 
output value of China’s 
grain industry is expected 
to exceed 4.5 trillion yuan 
(US$666.8 billion) during 
the 15th Five-Year Plan pe-
riod (2026-2030), an official 
said on Monday.

The grain sector 
will better meet people’s 
demand for higher-qual-
ity, more nutritious and 
healthier food, said Liu 
Huanxin, head of the Na-
tional Food and Strategic 
Reserves Administration, 
at a press conference.

China’s grain indus-
try has maintained steady 
growth in recent years, 
with the total industri-
al output value of grain 
enterprises rising from 
three trillion yuan at the 
end of the 13th Five-Year 

Plan period (2016-2020) 
to over four trillion yuan 
at the end of the 14th Five-
Year Plan period (2021-
2025).

Liu said that despite 
current fluctuations in the 
international grain mar-
ket, China’s grain market 

has remained generally 
stable and the country’s 
food security is well guar-
anteed.

Liu pointed to a re-
cent forecast by the World 
Meteorological Organiza-
tion, which showed that 
El Nino will continue to 

strengthen and could 
impact global food pro-
duction. Meanwhile, geo-
political conflicts are dis-
rupting transport routes, 
driving up fertilizer prices 
and production costs, and 
adding to uncertainties 
around global food secu-
rity.

He said China’s food 
security is underpinned 
by stable production, am-
ple reserves and strong 
processing capacity.

On the production 
side, China’s grain out-
put has been supported 
by steadily improving 
production capacity and 
the country’s vast territo-
ry, which allows different 
regions to offset each oth-
er’s harvest fluctuations, 
Liu said. — Xinhua

China’s grain industry to see 
annual output value exceed 
4.5 tln yuan during 2026-2030

A staff member works at a grain storage facility under 
Sinograin in Xiantao City, central China’s Hubei 
Province, 10 September 2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

S Korea’s central bank 
warns of growing financial 
imbalances amid higher 
housing prices, rate hikes

SOUTH Korea’s central 
bank warned of growing 
financial imbalances amid 
higher housing prices and 
interest rate hikes, though 
the overall financial sys-
tem remained stable due 
to resilient financial insti-
tutions and solid exter-
nal payment capabilities, 
according to the Bank of 
Korea (BOK)’s financial 
stability report on Tuesday.

The financial vulnera-
bility index, which gauges 
medium- to long-term fi-
nancial imbalances, rose to 
46.5 in the second quarter 
of 2026, continuing to go up 
from 37.6 tallied in the first 
quarter of 2024.

The climb was driven 

by expanding household 
credit and a continuous 
uptick in housing prices 
in the capital, Seoul, and 
its surrounding areas.

The financial stress 
index, which measures 
short-term financial sys-
tem imbalances, ticked 
up to 19.3 in July and 19.5 
in August, staying within 
the “caution” threshold of 
12 to 24.

The BOK noted that 
while robust semiconduc-
tor exports continued to 
propel strong econom-
ic growth, interest rate 
hikes could undermine the 
debt-servicing capabilities 
of vulnerable borrowers. 
— Xinhua

People cross a road in Seoul on 28 July 2026.  PHOTO: AFP

IMF chief says world economy faces 
multiple risks despite resilience
THE world economy faces 
risks from stubborn infla-
tion, higher debt service 
cost and artificial intel-
ligence (AI) investment 
though it has proven to 
be more resilient than 
many feared, according 
to Kristalina Georgieva, 
managing director of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).

Speaking in a dia-
logue at a special edition 
of the Qatar Economic Fo-
rum in New York City on 
Sunday, Georgieva said, 
“Inflation is stubborn. 
We are not anticipating a 
quick resolution. And that 
means that many central 
banks have to tighten.”

Georgieva noted that 
the fight to secure price 
stability also increased 
the cost and difficulty of 
debt service. There is a 
lot of understanding of the 

necessity of fiscal consol-
idation, but not enough 
action, she added.

Moreover, Georgieva 
highlighted the potential 
risks from leverage and 
circular financing in AI in-
vestment, saying this is 
“something that we have 
to be mindful of”.

“If AI disappoints, 

because we have these 
high expectations, if they 
don’t materialize, disap-
pointment may lead to 
potentially a shock to the 
system,” warned Georgie-
va. Risk in AI financing 
is “primarily concentrat-
ed in the United States” 
while many other players 
in Asia and Europe are in-

cluded in the supply chain 
of AI, added Georgieva.

The IMF’s new pro-
jection on the world econ-
omy to be released in Oc-
tober will reflect the fact 
that the risks will remain 
high, according to Geor-
gieva. “Having growth 
that would be hovering 
around three per cent is 
a massive achievement, 
given all the shocks we 
have been experiencing,” 
said Georgieva.

Georgieva said she 
saw optimism from re-
markable, fast action 
when it’s necessary to 
counter the energy supply 
shock. “While there is a lot 
of talk about a fragment-
ed world. And indeed, it 
is less unified. It is still a 
world in which we are in-
terdependent and we co-
operate,” said Georgieva. 
— Xinhua

Kristalina Georgieva (R), managing director of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), speaks in a dialogue 
at a special edition of the Qatar Economic Forum 
in New York City, the United States, 20 September 
2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Extreme El Nino could 
cost 2% of GDP in LatAm, 
Caribbean: report

AN extreme El Nino event 
could cause losses equiv-
alent to at least two per 
cent of Latin America 
and the Caribbean’s GDP 
and plunge an addition-
al 4.8 million people into 
poverty, the Economic 
Commission for Latin 
America and the Carib-
bean (ECLAC) warned 
Monday.

In a report titled “The 
Effects of El Nino in Latin 
America and the Carib-
bean and Recommen-
dations for Addressing 

It”, the Santiago-based 
agency said a high-in-
tensity event could have 
wide-ranging economic, 
social and productive im-
pacts, particularly on en-
ergy, agriculture, fisheries 
and infrastructure.

ECLAC Executive 
Secretary Jose Manuel 
Salazar-Xirinachs warned 
of “severe economic and 
social repercussions” as 
well as impacts on key 
productive sectors if El 
Nino reaches high inten-
sity. — Xinhua
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Labour-scarce Japan counts on AI-
powered robots in broad industries
AS Japan faces a severe 
labour shortage in many 
sectors such as healthcare 
and manufacturing, more 
companies are counting on 
artificial intelligence-driven 
robots, paving the way for 
them to play a greater role 
in the workplace.

The Japanese gov-
ernment has set a target 
of introducing 10 million 
AI-powered robots by 
2040 to deal with the la-
bour shortage caused by 
the country’s ageing and 
shrinking population.

In August, AI startup 
Zeals Co unveiled its D1 
wheeled humanoid robot 
at a launch event in Tokyo. 
The 129-centimeter-tall 
robot for indoor use is 
equipped with a camera 
that allows it to commu-
nicate and recognize hu-
man faces and has two 
arms capable of carrying 
objects weighing up to 5 

kilogrammes each. With 
prices for the D1 starting 
at five million yen ($32,000), 
the startup aims to boost 
sales in cooperation with 
robotics trading and leas-
ing companies, with a pro-
duction target of 100 robots 
by March 2027 and a goal 
of achieving a cumulative 

operating time of 10,000 
hours.

Zeals develops its own 
operating software and AI 
technology but purchases 
parts from companies in 
the United States and Chi-
na, leading countries in AI 
robot development. The 
company eventually aims 

to build robots using only 
Japan-made components.

In late August, the To-
kyo-based company con-
ducted a trial of the D1 ro-
bot at Juko Osu Hospital in 
Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, 
involving tasks such as 
guiding visitors and clear-
ing dining tables. — Kyodo

Supplied photo taken on 28 August 2026 shows a D1 wheeled humanoid robot carrying 
dishes on a tray during a trial at Juko Osu Hospital in Nagoya.  PHOTO: KYODO

Lithuania signs first 
10-year gas supply 
deal with US
LITHUANIA has se-
cured natural gas sup-
plies from the United 
States for 10 years, cov-
ering about 40 per cent of 
the country’s household 
gas demand, Lithuania’s 
Ministry of Energy an-
nounced Monday.

Ignitis, the electric-
ity and natural gas sup-
ply subsidiary of state-
owned energy group 
Ignitis Group, signed on 
Monday the agreement 
with US natural gas pro-
ducer EQT.

According to a 
statement released by 
the Ministry of Energy, 
under the agreement, 
Ignitis will purchase 
10 liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) cargoes from 
EQT between 2027 and 
2036, with one cargo, 
equivalent to about one 
terawatt-hour (TWh) of 
gas, to be delivered each 
year.

The agreement 
marks the first long-
term gas supply contract 
between Ignitis and a US 
company and introduc-
es US Henry Hub-linked 
pricing into the pricing 
mechanism for the first 
time.

The contract’s pric-
ing is linked to two in-

ternational natural gas 
price indices, the US 
Henry Hub and the Eu-
ropean TTF.

According to Igni-
tis, linking gas prices to 
two different markets 
will reduce reliance on 
the European TTF index 
and help mitigate the 
impact of sudden price 
increases in the Europe-
an market on household 
gas prices.

“This long-term 
agreement is an im-
portant step towards 
strengthening the se-
curity and flexibility of 
natural gas supplies for 
Lithuanian household 
customers. It will di-
versify supply sources, 
enable more effective 
management of price 
fluctuation risks and 
ensure more stable 
supply conditions over 
the longer term,” Ignitis 
CEO Andrius Kavaliau-
skas said.

The country’s En-
ergy Minister Lukas 
Savickas said the agree-
ment would help reduce 
Lithuania’s vulnerability 
to gas price fluctuations 
in the European market 
and mitigate their im-
pact on household bills. 
— Xinhua

UK borrowing surges ahead of budget presentation
UK government borrow-
ing climbed higher than 
expected in August, offi-
cial data showed Tuesday, 
adding pressure on Prime 
Minister Andy Burnham 
as his government pre-
pares to unveil a closely 

watched annual budget 
update.

The gap between pub-
lic spending and tax reve-
nue was £18.3 billion ($24.5 
billion) last month, almost 
20 per cent higher than a 
year earlier, the Office for 

National Statistics said.
Burnham, who has 

made easing the cost of 
living a key focus for his 
Labour government, has 
set the stage for difficult 
decisions to be made in the 
28 October budget pres-

entation. With inflation 
rising and government 
bond yields reaching 
multi-decade highs this 
month, Finance Minister 
John Healey has pledged 
to maintain strict fiscal 
discipline. — AFP

Stocks climb as oil slides, AI buzz returns
STOCK markets rose 
on Tuesday as oil prices 
extended losses and the 
success of Meta’s new AI 
agent alongside hopes for 
US-China talks fanned a 
tech rally.

Oil prices were sharp-
ly lower as markets bet 
that US President Donald 
Trump and Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian 
could meet on the sidelines 
of the UN General Assem-
bly in New York this week.

International bench-
mark crude contract Brent 

was back below $100 per 
barrel on hopes that diplo-

matic progress to restore 
supplies could be made.

That added to the pos-
itive mood from a renewed 
burst of confidence in ar-
tificial intelligence, which 
pushed technology stocks 
higher in Asia.

In Europe, the less 
tech-heavy London, Paris 
and Frankfurt stock mar-
kets all advanced.

Enthusiasm poured 
back into the technolo-
gy sector after Facebook 
owner Meta’s free AI agent 
Muse topped the download 
charts following its release 
this month. — AFP

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V SITC KANTO VOY.NO. (2622S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SITC KANTO 
VOY.NO. (2622S) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 23-9-2026 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of AWPT where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M 
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301185
	 Shipping Agency Department
	 Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SITC CONTAINER LINE CO., LTD
This photograph shows fuel prices displayed at an Avia 
petrol station in Paris on 18 September 2026.   
PHOTO: AFP
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MORE than 170,000 res-
piratory cases were re-
corded in regions affect-
ed by haze in Indonesia, 
a health ministry official 
said Tuesday, as the coun-
try battles for weeks to 
control fires that caused 

the toxic smog.
Blazes in Borneo, 

Sumatra and Papua have 
blanketed parts of the vast 
archipelago of more than 
280 million people, as well 
as neighbouring Malaysia 
and Singapore, sending air 

quality indices plummet-
ing. The toxic smog con-
tains pollutants including 
PM 2.5, a fine particulate 
matter smaller than a 
human hair that could 
carry health risk such 
as respiratory infections, 

health ministry official 
Then Suyanti told a news 
conference.

“There were 174,694 
cases of acute respiratory 
infections between August 
and 21 September in areas 
affected by forest and land 
fires,” she said.

More than 40,000 of 
the recorded respiratory 
cases affected toddlers, 
she said. The overall fig-
ure, reported in seven 
haze-affected provinces 
across Indonesia, was up 
from over 113,000 cases re-
ported as of 9 September.

The health ministry 
had mobilized aid includ-
ing oxygen concentrators, 
face masks and oxygen 
canisters to the affected 
regions, Then said.

“We advise (the pub-
lic) to reduce outdoor ac-
tivities when air quality 
worsen, use mask and 
maintain hydration,” she 
said. — AFP

Respiratory problems  
climb past 170,000 cases in 
haze-hit Indonesia

A boat driver prepares to transport passengers amid thick haze caused by forest and land 
fire at Musi river banks in Palembang, South Sumatra on 22 September 2026.   
PHOTO: AFP

DENMARK, its autono-
mous territory of Green-
land and the United States 
will sign an agreement in 
New York on Tuesday to 
strengthen security in the 
Arctic and North Atlantic 
region, the Danish Prime 
Minister’s Office said on 
Monday.

The agreement will 
be signed by Greenland’s 
Prime Minister Jens-Fred-
erik Nielsen, Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederik-
sen and US President 
Donald Trump, according 
to the office’s statement.

The signing ceremony 
is expected to take place at 
United Nations headquar-
ters at 10:30 am local time 
(1430 GMT), on the side-
lines of the UN General 
Assembly, the statement 
said, but did not disclose 
the agreement’s specific 
terms.

Trump announced 
on social media on Friday 
that the three sides had 
reached a deal, saying 
it would give the United 
States “permanent con-
trol” over Greenland’s 
security. — Xinhua

Denmark, Greenland, 
US to sign Arctic 
security agreement

This photo taken on 8 February 2026 shows the scenery 
near Nuuk, Greenland, an autonomous territory of 
Denmark.  PHOTO: XINHUA

DPRK tests “new combat 
weapon system” in latest missile 
launch: report
THE Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK) tested what it 
called “a new combat 

weapon system” in its 
latest missile launch on 
Sunday in the presence 
of its top leader, the of-
ficial Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
said Tuesday.

Kim Jong Un, gen-
eral secretary of the 
Workers’ Party of Ko-
rea and president of 
the State Affairs of the 
DPRK, called the test “a 
striking demonstration 
of ultra-modern defence 
technology and clear 
progress in the mod-
ernization of the armed 
forces,” said the report. 
—  Xinhua

This picture taken on 20 September 2026 and released 
by North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) on 22 September 2026 shows North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter Kim Ju Ae 
attending new weapon tests conducted by the Missile 
Administration and the Academy of Defence Sciences at 
an undisclosed location in North Korea.   
PHOTO: KCNA / KCNA VIA KNS / AFP

THAILAND’S cabinet 
approved a new round of 
economic relief measures 
on Tuesday, utilizing up to 
42.69 billion baht (about 
US$1.28 billion) from the 
emergency loan decree to 
navigate a prolonged global 
energy crisis.

Thai Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Finance Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas said the ongoing 
Middle East conflict has 
driven up global oil prices, 
causing domestic inflation 
to reach 2.5 per cent and 
the producer price index to 
rise by nearly 10 per cent.

Speaking at a press 
conference, Ekniti noted 
that the three waves of eco-

nomic headwinds, following 
spikes in energy prices and 
living costs alongside slug-
gish household spending, 
have necessitated govern-
ment intervention to fur-
ther protect the public.

According to the Min-
istry of Finance, the relief 
package is divided into 
two primary initiatives 
designed to sustain pur-
chasing power and cover 
approximately 47 million 
eligible Thais.

Low-income holders 
of state welfare cards will 
receive a 1,000-baht allo-
cation for October, up from 
the usual 300 baht a month.

The co -payment 
scheme will be extended 

through November, with 
the government subsidiz-
ing 60 per cent of eligible 
purchases for food, bever-
ages, and services, capped 
at 200 baht per day and 
1,000 baht per person, to 
assist the broader public 
and maintain cash flow for 
small businesses.

Ekniti said the neces-
sary funding is drawn from 
the existing emergency 
loan allocation, assuring 
that the spending strictly 
adheres to the nation’s fis-
cal discipline framework 
and preserves the finan-
cial stability required to 
maintain the confidence of 
international credit rating 
agencies. — Xinhua 

Thailand injects additional stimulus 
to shield economy amid ongoing 
energy crisis
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SPORTS
MRF President joins AFC Dream 
Asia Foundation meeting

Myanmar Dragon Boat Team head to China 

China beats Japan to lift 10th Asian Games 
women's volleyball crown 

DEFENDING champi-
on China claimed its 10th 

Asian Games women's 
volleyball gold medal with 

a 3-0 victory over Japan 
in the final here Tuesday.

The teams traded 
points early in the first set. 
Midway through the set, 
China gradually pulled 
ahead and sealed a 25-19 
win. China maintained a 
narrow lead throughout 
the second set. Both sides 
ramped up their intensity, 
staging several long ral-
lies before China closed 
out the set 25-20.

Japan cranked up its 
attack at the start of the 
third set, jumping out to 
a 7-1 lead, forcing China 

to call a timeout. China 
then reset its rhythm and 
leveraged its serving and 
blocking strengths to tie 
the score at 19-19. After 
four deuces, China sealed 
the set 25-23 to claim 
the match. China edged 
Thailand 3-2 in Monday's 
semifinal, avenging their 
loss in last month's Asian 
Women's Volleyball Cham-
pionship final and advanc-
ing to the gold-medal 
match against Japan. In 
the day's other semifinal, 
Japan beat South Korea 
3-0. — Xinhua

FIFA and AFC Social 
Responsibility Commit-
tee Chairman U Zaw Zaw 
attended the fifth meeting 
of the AFC Dream Asia 
Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees at the Conrad 
Nagoya Hotel in Nagoya, 
Japan, on the morning of 
20 September.

During the meeting, 
U Zaw Zaw presented 
updates on recovery and 
reconstruction efforts 
following Super Typhoon 
Sinlaku in the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Blue 
Dream Programme of Ja-
pan’s Kawasaki Frontale 
and the Football for Hope 

Programme of the UAE’s 
Sharjah FC, both of which 
will use five per cent of 
prize money from AFC 
club competitions for 
social development, as 
well as efforts to rebuild 
the Mandalay Football 
Academy following dam-
age caused by the 2025 
earthquake.

The meeting also 
discussed the AFC Child 
Safeguarding and Pro-
tection Policy (2026 Edi-
tion), which was revised 
and issued in August, and 
progress on the AFC So-
cial Responsibility Toolkit 
2026.

The Board reviewed 
strategic partnerships 
with Indonesia’s ASA 
Foundation under the 
Goals for Good pro-
gramme and Malaysia’s 
The Lost Food Project 
(TLFP) under the Foot-

ball for Food programme. 
It also discussed cooper-
ation with the United Na-
tions through the Football 
for the Goals (FFTG) in-
itiative, which has been 
joined by 38 Asian football 
associations, and the ap-
pointment of four special 
ambassadors from Asia: 
Park Ji-sung, Moya Dodd, 
Khalida Popal and Alex 
Chidiac.

The meeting further 
reviewed the appoint-
ment of Dedicated Child 
Safeguarding Officers 
(CSGOs) across all 46 
AFC member associa-
tions and four regional 
associations.

The AFC Dream 
Asia Foundation focuses 
on child safeguarding, 
education and social 
development initiatives 
across Asian football. —
TWA/KZL 

A 21-member Myanmar 
delegation, led by Myan-
mar Rowing Federation 
President U Thaung 
Htike Min and compris-
ing officials, coaches 
and athletes, left Yan-
gon International Air-
port yesterday morning 
to compete in the Inter-

national Canoe Feder-
ation (ICF) World Cup 
Dragon Boat and World 
Dragon Boat Champion-
ships in China.

The competitions 
will be held in Yuanling 
and Hangzhou from 25 
September to 3 October 
2026. — Bala/KZL 

Chairman U Zaw Zaw of the FIFA Social Responsibility 
Committee seen with officials of the AFC Dream Asia 
Foundation meeting.

Players of China celebrate victory after the final match of 
Women's Volleyball between China and Japan at the 20th 
Asian Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026 in Komaki, Japan, 22 
September 2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Sugihara 1st Japanese 
winner in women's 
individual all-around
VETERAN Aiko Sugiha-
ra became the first Japa-
nese winner in the Asian 
Games women's artistic 
gymnastics individual 
all-around on Tuesday as 
the host also won gold in 
swimming and fencing.

A two-time Olympian 
from Osaka Prefecture, 
the 27-year-old Sugiha-
ra retired from top-level 
competition in 2022 but re-
turned the following year 
and won the floor exercise 
gold at the world cham-
pionships in Jakarta last 
October.

She topped the floor 
event at Nagoya City Gen-
eral Gymnasium scoring 
13.700, added 14.100 in 
the vault in her last ap-
paratus clinching the win 

on 55.599, ahead of Chi-
na's Ke Qinqin in second 
with 55.199 and Japan's 
16-year-old Misa Nishim-
iya on 55.032.

"I'm super happy as 
I won while carrying the 
weight in many ways," 
said Sugihara, who be-
came a coach, referee 
and reporter during her 
spell away and runs her 
own company to promote 
the sport.

"I had the team final 
tomorrow in mind rather 
than going for the individ-
ual gold, and that actual-
ly worked out best. I was 
nervous and felt tense in 
my first apparatus with 
the uneven bars, but the 
fans' cheers gave me pow-
er." — Kyodo

Japan's Aiko Sugihara performs in the floor exercise en 
route to winning the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games women's 
artistic gymnastics all-around final at Nagoya City General 
Gymnasium on 22 September 2026.  PHOTO: KYODO

Gurung from flood-hit 
Nepal misses out on 
karate bronze

ARIKA Gurung from flood-
hit Nepal competed in the 
women's karate kumite at 
the Aichi-Nagoya Asian 
Games but fell short of a 
bronze medal.

The 22-year-old Gu-
rung, a silver medallist 
at the 2022 Asian Games 
in Hangzhou, China, shed 
tears after losing in the 
women's 68-kilogramme 
division on Sunday.

Gurung is one of more 
than 130 athletes Nepal 

has sent to the games.
Hopes were high for 

Gurung, who was named 
as one of Nepal's outstand-
ing female athletes earlier 
in September, according to 
Nepalese media reports. 
She is from the central dis-
trict of Dhading, one of the 
areas severely hit by mas-
sive floods and landslides 
on 26 August that left more 
than 1,400 people dead in 
Nepal and neighbouring 
China. — Kyodo

The Myanmar Dragon Boat team is pictured before 
leaving for China.
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THE death toll from Ty-
phoon Dujuan rose to 
seven Tuesday with five 
others still missing af-
ter heavy rain triggered 
landslides and flooding in 
Tokyo and nearby areas 
a day earlier, authorities 
said.

As the typhoon passed 
near the Pacific coast, in-
tense rain inundated hous-
es and temporarily cut off 
electricity to about 58,000 
households early Tuesday 

in Chiba Prefecture. 
The rain, coming in 

the middle of the country’s 
Silver Week holidays, was 
particularly problematic 
for Chiba, which was also 
hit by heavy rain in August 
and early September.

Five people were con-
firmed dead in the prefec-
ture, including a 51-year-
old man who was engaged 
in restoration work on a 
road. The others were in 
their 70s and 80s. — Kyodo

China is ready to 
work with ASEAN 
countries to im-

plement the China-ASE-
AN Free Trade Area 3.0 
(CAFTA 3.0) and build an 
even closer China-ASEAN 
community with a shared 
future, foreign ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun 
said on Tuesday.

Guo made the re-
marks at a regular press 
briefing in response to a 
query on China-ASEAN 
cooperation, following the 
successful conclusion of 
the 23rd China-ASEAN 
Expo on 21 September 
and the official opening 
of the Pinglu Canal to 
navigation last week.

“The China-ASEAN 
Expo is a shining brand 
of China-ASEAN cooper-
ation,” Guo said.

Over the past 23 
years, the Expo witnessed 
China-ASEAN coopera-
tion leaping through the 
“Golden Decade” to the 
“Diamond Decade” and 
the upgrade to the CAF-

TA 3.0, according to the 
spokesperson.

Guo said that this 
year, for the very first 
time, the Expo designated 
an area tailored to ASE-
AN countries’ demand 

and released an ASE-
AN countries’ demand 
list aimed at precision 
matchmaking between 
what ASEAN needs and 
what China can provide. 
— Xinhua
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China ready to work with 
ASEAN countries to implement 
CAFTA 3.0: spokesperson

Visitors taste fruits during the 23rd China-ASEAN Expo in Nanning, south China’s Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region, 17 September 2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Death toll climbs to 7 after typhoon brings heavy rain to Japan

This photo taken on 22 September 2026 shows a flooded street 
in Sakura, Chiba Prefecture, after heavy rain.  PHOTO: KYODO

Space industry drives 
development of other key 
sectors: Russian PM
RUSSIAN Prime Min-
ister Mikhail Mishustin 
on Tuesday highlighted 
the importance of the 
space industry to Rus-
sia’s economy.

“ C r e w e d  p r o -
grammes are currently 
being actively updated, 
including the creation of 
a new transport space-
craft and the Russian 
Orbital Station, which 
will eventually replace 
the International Space 
Station,” Mishustin said 
during a meeting with 
Dmitry Bakanov, head 
of Roscosmos, Russia’s 
space agency.

He said the space in-
dustry serves as a driver 
for the development of 
other key sectors of the 

economy.
Mishustin added 

that satellites moni-
toring weather and ice 
conditions along the 
Northern Sea Route 
are already in opera-
tion, helping support 
year-round navigation. 
He also said Russia 
prioritizes cooperation 
with private companies 
in space exploration.

Bakanov said Rus-
sia has launched nearly 
60 spacecraft into orbit 
this year, including tel-
ecommunications, navi-
gation and Earth remote 
sensing satellites, with 
the combined constel-
lation reaching nearly 
400 spacecraft and sat-
ellites. — Xinhua

A Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket lifts off from the Vostochny 
Cosmodrome in Russia’s Amur Oblast, 25 July 
2025.   PHOTO: ROSCOSMOS/HANDOUT VIA XINHUA

UN warns super El Nino a ‘significant’ threat to world health
EL Nino represents a “sig-
nificant” threat to global 
health, the United Nations 
warned on Tuesday, as the 
world braces for a cycle of 
the climate phenomenon 
predicted to be the most 
intense on record.

Tied to warming sur-

face temperatures in the 
Pacific Ocean, the natural 
weather pattern is linked 
to higher temperatures 
alongside periods of both 
extreme drought and 
widespread flooding, with 
its influence already being 
felt from central America 

to Indonesia.
According to the World 

Health Organization, pe-
riods of heavy rain could 
create favourable condi-
tions for both cholera and 
disease-carrying insects, 
notably mosquitos, which 
would then lead to an up-

tick in illnesses such as 
malaria, chikungunya and 
dengue fever. “The most se-
vere impacts will be experi-
enced while climate shocks 
intersect with weak health 
systems, limited access to 
healthcare, food insecurity, 
displacement and humani-

tarian crisis,” warned Tere-
sa Zakaria, the WHO’s Unit 
Head for Risk Reduction, 
Humanitarian Operations 
and Climate Change.

Branding El Nino “a 
significant public health 
threat” and a “risk multi-
plier”, Zakaria urged coun-

tries to act immediately to 
“mitigate these impacts 
and therefore avoid loss of 
lives and suffering”.

“We have a window 
of opportunity to act now, 
before these risks become 
a crisis,” the doctor told re-
porters in Geneva. — AFP
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