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3. To put emphasis on enhancing the national education and health sectors for sustainable development of the State.

Four Objectives of the National Defence and Security Council

1. To steadfastly strive for emergence of political forces and the people’s representatives who can implement a genuine, disciplined multi-party democratic system
while constantly emphasizing on the national interests of the State.

2. To persistently strive for promoting the socio-economic life of the people through the development of agro-based industries in improving the agricultural sector,
the vital foundation of the economic growth of the State.

4. To implement multi-party democratic system, with the participation of the people, to ensure the success of multi-party democratic general election process and
successfully moving towards with the multi-party democratic system aspired by the entire people.

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and State Security and Peace Commission Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers the speech at the meeting with
departmental officials and town elders at Ayeya Thiri Thukha Hall in Kangyidaunt Township, Ayeyawady Region, yesterday.

Kangyidaunt introduces measures for
rural economic advancement

The scope of knowledge on economic principles should be
broadened among all citizens to enable greater contributions to
national economic development.

enior General Min Aung
Hlaing urged residents of
Kangyidaunt Township to
make utmost efforts to further
improve the cultivation and produc-
tion of Pawsan Hmwe rice for export

purposes.

Acting President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar and State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission Chairman
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing gave
guidance on the development of the

township with economic growth at the
meeting with departmental officials and
town elders at Ayeya Thiri Thukha Hall
in Kangyidaunt Township of Ayeyawady
Region yesterday morning.

SEE PAGE 3

Salient points from the speech
delivered by the Senior General
at the meeting with residents of

Kangyidaunt

1.Some education degree colleges would
be upgraded to education universities
to support the enhancement of nation-
al education and enable teachers to
pursue master’s degrees and high-
er-level studies.

2.Nationwide agricultural activities
are failing to meet target production,
resulting in losses of approximately
US$8 billion each year.

3.Plans are underway to fulfil the needs
for beautifying the town, improving
transport facilities and beneficial
measures for the people.




2 www.gnlm.com.mm

11 JANUARY 2026
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

NATIONAL

* Let us encourage production for prosperity of the Nation.
* Let us ensure education sector for the development of the Nation.
e Let us protect our environment for the prosperity of the Nation.

CONTINUED FROM YESTERDAY

18. Bhaddanta Kusala, Yadanatheikdi Pariyatti Buddhism Learning Centre, Mingala
Ward, Pyinmana Township, Nay Pyi Taw

19. Bhaddanta Jotika, Padaukchaung Monastery, Padaukchaung Village, Lewe
Township, Nay Pyi Taw

20. Bhaddanta Candima, Yanaungmyin Monastery, Ywathit Village, Pobbathiri
Township, Nay Pyi Taw

21. Bhaddanta Aggaraja, Bukwe YwaU Monastery, Thukha Theikdi Ward, Zabuthiri
Township, Nay Pyi Taw

22. Bhaddanta Tejasara, Shwemyaing Pariyatti Buddhism Learning Centre, Shwek-
he-in Village, Dekkhinathiri Township, Nay Pyi Taw

23. Bhaddanta Candima, Pantin Mogok Vipassana Monastery, Pantin Village, Lewe
Township, Nay Pyi Taw

24. Bhaddanta Nandiya, Tilawkayon Monastery, Theyettaw Ward, Shwedaung,
Bago Region

25. Bhaddanta Inkura, Aungmingala Kaba Aye Karaweik Monastery, Wethtigan
Station, Pyay Township, Bago Region

26. Bhaddanta Vimala, MyoU Monastery, Ward 7, Minhla, Bago Region

27. Bhaddanta Kovida, Aleywa Monastery, Aleywa Model Village, Kawa Township,
Bago Region

28. Bhaddanta Varissa, Kwanyinsi Chinese Buddhist Temple, Ward 8, Oktha Myothit,
Bago, Bago Region

29. Bhaddanta Indacara, Zawanabiwunthayon Monastery, South-West Ward, Gyobin-
gauk, Bago Region

30. Bhaddanta Kundala, Monastic Education Post-Primary School, Kyaynikan
Taikkyat Monastery, Mazin Ward, Bago, Bago Region

31. Bhaddanta Tejinda, Thahtaygon Monastery, Thahtaygon Village, Waw Township,
Bago Region

32. Bhaddanta Vimala, Monastic Education Post-Primary School, Yadanabon Mon-
astery, Seinkantlant Village, Minhla Township, Bago Region

33. Bhaddanta Tejosara, Maha Wizitayama Alanpya Monastery, No 5 Thantada
Ward, DaikU, Bago Region

34. Bhaddanta Inkura, Monastic Education School, Kyaikme Pariyatti Buddhism
Learning Centre, Kyaikme Village, Thanatpin Township, Bago Region

35. Bhaddanta Indaka, Monastic Education School, Sasanapala Pariyatti Buddhism
Learning Centre, Yaysuppin Village, Thaegon Township, Bago Region

36. Bhaddanta Javana, Taungsakaing Monastery, Taungsakaing Village, Kanma
Township, Magway Region

37. Bhaddanta Panfiajota, Thukha Thampada Laytha Monastery, Min Ward, Myothit,
Magway Region

38. Bhaddanta Carittasara, Thayaaye Monastery, Taungpyin Ward 1, Taungdwingyi,
Magway Region

39. Bhaddanta Pandita, Maha Tezeindayama Monastery, Awzagon Village, Magway
Township, Magway Region

40. Bhaddanta Sucittasara, No 3 Monastic Education Post-Primary School, Aungth-
eikdi Monastery, Eastern Ward, Pwintbyu, Magway Region

41. Bhaddanta Aloka, Theravada Buddhist Missionary Monastery, Thebyu Model
Village, Taungdwingyi Township, Magway Region

42. Bhaddanta Sundara, Kyaungywa Monastery, Laydauntkan Village, Meiktila
Township, Mandalay Region

43. Bhaddanta Kosiya, Pyilon Chantha Shwetaza Pariyatti Buddhism Learning
Centre, Pyitawtha Ward, Kyaukpadaung Township, Mandalay Region

44. Bhaddanta Lakkhanadhaja, Shwemyintin Ooyin Monastery, Buta Ward, Kyauk-
padaung, Mandalay Region

45. Bhaddanta Kumara, Padigon Monastery, Padigon Village, Yamethin Township,
Mandalay Region

46. Bhaddanta Uttama, Thitsapan Dhamma Yeiktha Monastery, Kunchan Village,
Thazi Township, Mandalay Region

47. Dr Bhaddanta Vijjobhasa Lankara Bhivamsa, Paunglaunglay Monastic Education

Notification1/2026

School, Paunglaunglay Village, Kyaukse Township, Mandalay Region

48. Dr Bhaddanta Kumuda, State Pariyatti Sasana University (Mandalay), Dawnabwa
Ward, Aungmyaythazan Township, Mandalay Region

49. Bhaddanta Tissakumara, Webula Thayagon Monastery, Sanpya Minlantaung
Village, Pyawbwe Township, Mandalay Region

50. Bhaddanta Candobhasa, Yamanya Nikaya Phayagyi Pariyatti Buddhism Learning
Centre, Poung Ward, Paung, Mon State

51. Bhaddanta Silavamta, Hanthahtaw Monastery, Kyantkhaingyay Ward, Than-
byuzayat, Mon State

52. Bhaddanta Sobhanasara, Sasana Yaungchi Monastic Education School, Nyaung-
binseik Ward, Mawlamyine, Mon State

53. Bhaddanta Cakkinda, Khaunglaung Monastery, South Lanmadaw Ward, Sittway,
Rakhine State

54. Bhaddanta Sasana, Sasana Hitakari Myawady Tawya Vegetarian Monastery,
Thadaybin Village, Hmawby Township, Yangon Region

55. Bhaddanta Ukkathasara, Abbot Training School, Ward 42, Dagon Myothit (North)
Township, Yangon Region

56. Bhaddanta Pandita, Naynattha Buddhism Learning Centre, South Linlun Ward,
Sangyoung Township, Yangon Region

57. Bhaddanta Sobhita, Yangon Monastery, Athawady Monastery, Ward 2, North
Okkalapa Township, Yangon Region

58. Bhaddanta Naninda, Kyungalay Pariyatti Buddhism Learning Centre, Inner
Padan Village, Hlinethaya Township, Yangon Region

59. Bhaddanta Indaka, Dhamma Sitagu Monastery, Chaukhtetkyee Phayagyi Mon-
astery, Middle Shwegondine Ward, Bahan Township, Yangon Region

60. Bhaddanta Suvanna, Mashikhana Monastery, 853, Ward E, North Okkalapa
Township, Yangon Region

61. Bhaddanta Nanavamsa, Shwehlaing Pariyatti Buddhism Learning Centre,
Bagaya Monastery, Thiri Khema Ward, Sangyoung Township, Yangon Region

62. Bhaddanta Tejnda, Pyinnya Tagun Monastery, Kyanginsu Ward, Mingaladon
Township, Yangon Region

63. Bhaddanta Adicca, Monastic Education School, Satubonmika Maha Thatipahtan
Buddhism Learning Centre, North-West Saya San Ward, Bahan Township,
Yangon Region

64. Bhaddanta Pafifiavamsa, Wunthayanthi Mogok Dhamma Yeiktha Monastery,
Ward 86, Dagon Myothit (Seikkan) Township, Yangon Region

65. Dr Bhaddanta Nandamala, Shwesitaw Dhamma Yeiktha Monastery, Myaynikwin
Village, Hlegu Township, Yangon Region

66. Bhaddanta Nandasara, Zeebinwe Monastic Education Post-Primary School,
Zeebinwe Village, Hlegu Township, Yangon Region

67. Bhaddanta Uttama, Thuzitayon Monastery, Ward 21, Shwepaukkan Myothit,
North Okkalapa Township, Yangon Region

68. Bhaddanta Sobhita, Shwemyaya Monastery, Shwemyaya Village, Hmawby
Township, Yangon Region

69. Bhaddanta Aloka, Hsutaungpyae Shwephonepwint Monastery, Ward 138, Dagon
Myothit (East) Township, Yangon Region

70. Bhaddanta Dhammarakkhita, Kwamyinsan Taping Monastery, Yedashe Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon Region

71. Dr Bhaddanta Jotika, Chanmyae Sasana Yeiktha, Gwaytauk-aing Village, Hlegu
Township, Yangon Region

72. Bhaddanta Tejaniya, Myintha MyoU Monastery, Ward 14/2, South Okkalapa
Township, Yangon Region

73. Dr Bhaddanta Punfnananda, Ponnya Thukha Dhamma Yeiktha Monastery,
Thayetchan Village, Htantabin Township, Yangon Region

74. Bhaddanta Sukhaminda, Dhammagonyi Monastery, Ward 4, Tanyang, Shan State

75. Bhaddanta Moneya, Kaingkon Pariyatti Buddhism Learning Centre, Ward 10,
Tanyang, Shan State

76. Bhaddanta Ukkatha, Monastic Education Post-Primary School, Seiktathukha

Pariyatti Buddhism Learning Centre, Ward 7, Lashio, Shan State
TO BE CONTINUED




11 JANUARY 2026

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

www.gnlm.com.mm

3

NATIONAL

Residents Urged to Prioritize Public Safety Amid Armed Terrorist Threats

ARMED terrorists have been launching attacks by using residential homes and administrative buildings in towns and villages as cover, where they have forcibly
settled. They aim to shield themselves from Tatmadaw counterattacks while also persuading temporarily displaced persons to return to their native areas and
recruiting new members. That enables terrorists to use civilians as human shields. Tatmadaw is committed to safeguarding the sovereignty of the State and
will respond to these threats based on intelligence and prevailing conditions. Therefore, residents in areas where terrorists have taken control must prioritize
their safety and protect themselves from being exploited by these groups.

(An excerpt from gutdance given by Chairman of the State Administration Council, Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
to Shan State cabinet members and state-level departmental officials on 3 September 2024)

Kangyidaunt introduces measures for rural
economic advancement

FROMPAGE1

Speaking on the occasion,
the Senior General underlined
that it is important for everyone
to know and comply with the law
with legal knowledge in the dem-
ocratic practices. If all citizens
also understood economic prin-
ciples, it would further contribute
to national economic develop-
ment beginning at the individ-
ual level. Therefore, in order to
provide knowledge related to law
and economics, universities are
offering lectures for BA (Law)
and BA (Economics) degree pro-
grammes.

He stressed that the Kangy-
idaunt area has an economy
based on agriculture and live-
stock, and therefore, greater em-
phasis must be placed on promot-
ing rural economic development.
He urged continued efforts to
further improve the cultivation
and production of Pawsan Hmwe
rice for export purposes.

The Senior General urged
that educational attainment in
Kangyidaunt Township be fur-
ther improved, noting that only
with school education can vo-
cational skills be developed. He
said that advanced education in
relevant disciplines should also
be pursued, and therefore called
for emphasis to be placed on im-
proving students’ grade progres-
sion rates.

He said that, in order to sup-
port the enhancement of national
education and enable teachers
to pursue master’s degrees and
higher-level studies, some educa-
tion degree colleges would be up-
graded to education universities.

He noted that nationwide ag-
ricultural activities are failing to
meet target production, resulting
in losses of approximately US$8
billion each year. Therefore, he

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and State Security and Peace Commission Chairman
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views around the the Education Degree College in Pathein yesterday.

emphasized the need to further
develop production-based indus-
tries founded on agriculture and
livestock breeding,.

The Senior General un-
derscored that Phase II of the
elections would be held in the
coming days, and urged voters to
cast their ballots for candidates
who can genuinely work for the
interests of their regions and the
nation, and who are committed
to improving and advancing local
education and healthcare.

At the meeting, the Ay-
eyawady Region Chief Minister
reported on preparations to hold
the phase II of the election suc-
cessfully, operation of agriculture
and livestock activities, efforts to
boost cultivation and production
of oil crops, Pawsan rice and Ro-
busta coffee strains as well as ke-
naf, plans to ensure food security
of the region, disbursement of
loans to agriculture, livestock and

production businesses from from
the State economic development
fund, yearwise implementation
of rural electrification projects,
encouragement to development
of MSME businesses, and im-
provement of eduction, health
and sports sectors.

Town elders expressed their
wishes to upgrade the people’s
hospital in Kangyidaunt, con-
struet a city hall and hostels for
teachers from industrial, agri-
culture and livestock BEHS in
the town, upgrade the science
lab, build the retaining walls
along the Kanthaya strand road
where the public recreation
centre is located and traditional
festivals held as part of easing
the erosion, improve the down-
town-Padaung-Padaukpin road
section in the west of the town,
and continue dredging the 4.5
miles long canal benefiting some
700 acres of summer paddy plan-

tations in six village-tracts in the
township.

The Senior General unveiled
his plans to fulfil the needs for
beautifying the town, improving
transport facilities and beneficial
measures for the people.

At the ceremony, Union
Ministers U Min Naung and
Dr Charlie Than discussed the
implementation of the Thay-
etchaung-Lahakalu canal
dredging project phase I and a
plan underway to prioritize the
implementation of the phase II,
suggestions to increase cultiva-
tion of marketable Pawsanhmwe
rice in Kangyidaunt Township,
efforts to meet the target culti-
vation for crops in the region,
arrangements of the State to
provide necessary inputs, culti-
vation of Robusta coffee strains
in horticultural farms with nec-
essary assistance of the govern-
ment, use of farmlands under

the prescribed laws and rules,
efficient use of farmlands under
the procedures as Kangyidaunt
Township is located on a focal
point of transport with proper
management, provisions of cap-
itals, technologies and inputs
to develop MSME businesses,
conducting the courses on ag-
riculture, livestock and indus-
trial techniques, chances for
individuals from Kangyidaunt
Township to seek necessary aids
under the procedures in order to
produce quality agricultural and
livestock products, and needs to
systematically operate industries
without harming the natural en-
vironment.

Also, present at the meeting
were Secretary of the Commis-
sion General Ye Win Oo, Union
ministers, senior Tatmadaw
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, the com-
mander of South-West Command
and deputy ministers.

On his further trip to the
Education Degree College in
Pathein, the Senior General
heard reports on facts about the
degree college by officials and
gave necessary guidance.

The Senior General visit-
ed the degree college and gave
guidance to upgrade the hall and
create a healthy environment
with proper beautification and
ventilation. He added that the
buildings of the degree college
must be renovated to be used
efficiently.

At the library, the Senior
General stressed the need to ful-
fil the different genres of books at
the library, including pedagogical
books for trainees. Systematic
management must be arranged
for the library facilities. He then
donated cash to the fund to cre-
ate a systematic library for the
librarian. — MNA/TTA



4

www.gnlm.com.mm

11 JANUARY 2026

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

NATIONAL

ethnic people.

National Objectives for 79" Union Day 2026

1. To work together among all ethnic nationals to achieve the country’s prosperity and food
security, the national goal of the country.

2. To cooperate hand-in-hand with the government, Tatmadaw and all ethnic nationals in
successfully implementing the measures for stability and rule of law.

3. Tostrive together with ethnic armed groups to establish a lasting peace, while propagating
justice, freedom and equality within the country.

4. Tobuild a Union based on democracy and federalism, practising a genuine and disciplined
multiparty democratic system through the friendship, trust, unity and collaboration of

5. To cooperate, ensuring the development of education, health and socioeconomic status of
ethnic nationals and the emergence of a developing country.

President’s Office Ministry 1 Union Minister
attends 78" Kachin State Day

Union Minister U Tin Aung San first reads out the message sent by Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and State Security and
Peace Commission Chairman Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to the 78" Kachin State Day

celebration in Myitkyina yesterday.

THE ceremony for the 78" Anni-
versary of Kachin State Day was
organized on the lawn in front
of the Kachin State government
office yesterday.

At the event, Union Minister
for Ministry 1 of the President’s
Office U Tin Aung San first read
out the message sent by Acting
President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar and State Se-
curity and Peace Commission
Chairman Senior General Tha-
doe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe
Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung
Hlaing to the 78" Kachin State

Day celebration.

State Chief Minister U Khet
Htein Nan remarked, and Un-
ion Minister for Information U
Maung Maung Ohn donated 30
MRTV DTH receivers and 20
DVB T2 set-top boxes for the
state government and 30 MRTV
DTH receivers and 20 DVB T2
set-top boxes for families of the
Northern Command.

Union Minister U Tin Aung
San and the party had a docu-
mentary photo taken together
with the attendees, including
governmental officials, PCG

members, the Myanmar-Kachin
Cultural Federation, families of
those who signed at the Panglong
Conference ethnic literature and
cultural associations and so on.

After the ceremonial proce-
dures, the Union Minister and
party, the State Chief Minister
and his wife, the Commander,
state ministers and their wives,
departmental officials, PCG, rep-
resentatives of six Kachin eth-
nic groups and five Shan ethnic
groups, and the representatives
of Myanmar, Rakhine, Kayin and
Chin ethnic literature and cul-

ture associations and town elders
joined the Manaw dance under
the leading of Nau Shawng.
The Union minister and
party then observed the booths,
including MSMEs, local farming
products, food, costumes, tradi-
tional medicines, commodities,
amber and finished gems.
They also attended the
honorary certificate, prizes and
award-giving ceremony to the
outstanding individuals and or-
ganizations for their efforts in
state development measures
and sector-wise activities at the

township stadium.

The state chief minister re-
marked, and the state security
and border affairs minister ex-
plained the awarding event.

Union Minister U Tin Aung
San and party conferred honor-
ary certificates and prizes on the
outstanding ones, and awarded
the winners in high and middle
education levels essay competi-
tions and poem contests.

He also joined the dinner
event for the 78™ Kachin State
Day on the same evening.

During the dinner event,
they had dinner, enjoyed the
traditional dance and songs of
Kachin cultural dance troupes,
and presented cash prizes to the
dance troupes.

Myanmar gained independ-
ence on 4 January 1948, and six
days later, on 10 January, the
country’s then first President Sao
Shwe Thaik personally attended
and convened the Kachin State
Council Conference at the Sitapu
Manaw Ground in Myitkyina. At
the conference, the Kachin State
government was formed, and the
date on which it was established
was designated as Kachin State
Day and has been commemorat-
ed annually. This year marks the
78" anniversary. — MNA/KTZH
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and negotiation.”

Aspirations of armed groups must be resolved through dialogue

% “We have always kept the door to peace open. Therefore, we urge all armed organizations to pursue their desires and rightful aspirations through political dialogue

(Excerpt from the speech delivered by State Administration Council Chairman and Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at the opening

ceremony of the Peace Forum 2025 on 25 June 2025)

National Payment System Governing Committee
holds coord meeting

THE National Payment System
Governing Committee held its
first coordination meeting in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, Com-
mittee Chairperson and Central
Bank of Myanmar Governor Daw
Than Than Swe said the infra-
structure, such as the CBM-NET
System, MPU, and MyanmarPay
(MMQR), has been successful-
ly established to support large
sum payments, card payments,
and retail payments. In order
to promote wider use of digital
payments and to make such
payments easier and faster, pay-
ment service providers are be-
ing systematically reviewed and
licensed, and the necessary rules
and directives are also issued
and implemented accordingly.

Moreover, the discussion
will be made to draft the Na-
tional Payment System Strat-

regulations, reducing cash usage
while expanding digital payment
services, and supervising and
regulating unauthorized opera-
tions under the law.

She continued that to pre-
vent money laundering and the
financing of terrorism, the e-KYC
VMS system will be developed to
directly link with the e-ID system
of the Ministry of Immigration
and Population and the SIM-Reg-
istration system of the Ministry
of Transport and Communica-
tions to ensure the accuracy of
information for bank accounts
and mobile banking.

The first coordination meeting of National Payment System Governing Committee underway in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday, chaired by Central Bank of Myanmar Governor Daw Than Than Swe.

The attendees discussed the
digitalization system, further co-
operation in work plans linked

egy (2026-2030) in line with the
implementation processes of the
e-Government system and the
strategic objectives set out in
the Myanmar Digital Economy

Roadmap 2030. Then, it will be
connected with ASEAN regions
for payment, and she highlighted
the transitioning of government
payments to electronic methods

wherever possible, monitoring
the integration of payments with
e-commerce platforms and en-
suring tax revenues are collected
in accordance with prescribed

with the digital payment system
and tasks of relevant depart-
ments in drafting the National
Payment System Strategy (2026-
2030). — MNA/KTZH

Yangon Region Chief Minister inspects
polling stations for Phase Il election

Yangon Region yesterday.

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Soe
Thein inspects the pooling station in

YANGON Region Chief Minis-
ter U Soe Thein, accompanied
by Yangon Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Pyae Sone
Lin and regional ministers, in-
spected preparations at poll-
ing stations across the region
for the Phase II multiparty

democratic general election,
yesterday.

They inspected the poll-
ing stations in Hline Town-
ship, Universities’ Hlaing
Campus, Insein Township,
Shwepyitha Township, Ky-
imyindine Township and Ba-

han Township.

Similarly, the regional
ministers also inspected the
polling stations in Kawhmu,
Kungyangon, Hlegu, Pabedan,
Htantabin, Shwepyitha and
South Okkalapa townships on
the same day. — MNA/KTZH

Condition of La Nina in second 10
days of January 2026

Issued on 10 January 2026

(@ The Sea Surface Temperature (SST) over the Tropical Pacific
Ocean near the Equator and atmospheric phenomena are
currently in a weak La Nina condition. According to the Inter-
national Meteorological Agency, Numerical Weather prediction
models are expected to continue a weak La Nina level during
the second 10 days of January.

(b) Although the La Nina conditions occur at Pacific Ocean, more
frequently, Easterly Waves, and more low-pressure areas may
form over the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal, a decrease in
night temperatures in some regions and states, and untimely
rainfall will occur due to the impact of La Nina.

() The La Nina Condition will be updated in time. — DMH

Land Depression News 11, 2026
Issued at 4 pm MST on 10 January 2026

Land Depression Condition

According to the observations at 3:30 pm MST today, the Land
Depression, which crossed the North Sri Lanka Coast between
Trincomalee and Jaffna, has moved west-northwestwards slowly
and crossing North Sri Lanka. It is likely to move west-northwest-
wards. — DMH
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Head of Statesendsmessage to 78" Independence

Day celebration

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Chairman of the State Security and Peace
Commission Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing sent a
message to the ceremony to mark the 78" Anniversary
of Independence Day 2026.

ForeignHeads of State/Governmentsendmessage
to Myanmar

Foreign Heads of State/Government sent congrat-
ulatory messages to Acting President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
on the occasion of the 78" Anniversary of Independence
Day of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

NDSC issues two notifications

The National Defence and Security Council issued
notifications 1/2026 and 2/2026 to offer religious titles to
venerable members of the Sangha and confer honorary
titles on prominent individuals.

Citizens unite to shape a prosperous national
future

As a gesture of honouring the 78" Anniversary of
Independence Day, a ceremony to confer honorary titles
on recipients took place at Thabin Hall of the Office of
the National Defence and Security Council in Nay Pyi
Taw, attended by Acting President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar and State Security and Peace
Commission Chairman Senior General Thadoe Maha
Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing,
who delivered a speech and presented honorary titles.

Tatmadaw members contribute to smooth and
successful conduct of election

A ceremony to confer Tatmadaw gallantry medals
on recipients was held at Zeyathiri Beikman in Nay Pyi
Taw, attended by State Security and Peace Commission
Chairman and Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri

Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing,

Dinner hosted in honour of 78" Anniversary of
Independence Day

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and State Security and Peace Commission
Chairman Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing and his
wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla hosted a dinner and reception in
honour of the 78" Anniversary of Independence Day on
the lawns of the National Defence and Security Council
office in Nay Pyi Taw.

NDSC issues pardon orders and remits prison
sentences

The Acting President of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar has remitted the punishment of prisoners
and pardoned 6,134 male and female prisoners and 52
foreign prisoners who are serving their terms.

ASEAN Chair’'s Special Envoy calls on Head of
State

A delegation led by Ms Maria Theresa Parreno
Lazaro, Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair to Myanmar
and Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines,
called on Acting President of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
at the National Defence and Security Council Office in
Nay Pyi Taw.

CBMreduces15% kyat exchange for export earn-
ings

The Central Bank of Myanmar exercises the au-
thority in Subsection (b) of Section 49 of the Foreign
Exchange Management Law to issue this notification,
saying that instead of 25 per cent of the export earnings
received from exports, exporters shall only exchange 15
per cent for Myanmar kyats according to the directives in
the Central Bank of Myanmar Notification 12/2022. This
notification shall take effect on 1 January 2026.

Head of Stateinspects Tatmadawheavyindustries
Chairman of the State Security and Peace Com-

mission and Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspected the assembly
and manufacturing of agricultural machinery and auto-
mobiles at local Tatmadaw Heavy Industries in Hsinde
and Htonbo of Bago Region.

Head of State meets residents in Padaung

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Chairman of the State Security and Peace
Commission Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met de-
partmental officials and town elders in Padaung of Bago
Region to discuss regional development.

Head of State sends message to 78" Kachin State
Day

Acting President of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and State Security and Peace Commis-
sion Chairman Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray
Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
sent a message to the ceremony to mark the 78"
Anniversary of Kachin State Day, which falls on 10
January 2026.

Head of State discusses regional development
in Thabaung

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and State Security and Peace Commission
Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing held a
meeting to discuss regional development activities
with township-level departmental officials and town
elders in Thabaung of Ayeyawady Region.

Head of State visits Thaboung Paper Mill

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
made an inspection tour of the Paper Mill (Thaboung)
of Myanmar Economic Corporation.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets Tat-
madaw members, families

Chairman of the State Security and Peace Com-
mission and Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met Tatmadaw
members and families in Hainggyikyun Station under
the South-West Command. — GNLM

Youth delegates from regions, states converge in
Nay Pyi Taw for Peace Forum

YOUTH groups and adminis-
trators from regions and states
arrived in Nay Pyi Taw yester-
day afternoon to attend the
Youth Peace Forum 2026 and
were warmly welcomed at the
accommodation desk by Lt-Gen
Win Bo Shein (Retd), Chairper-
son of the Transport, Hospitality
and Accommodation Working
Committee and a member of the
National Solidarity and Peace-
making Negotiation Committee,
together with Maj-Gen Phyo

Thant, Vice-Chairperson of the
Hospitality and Accommodation
Working Committee and Dep-
uty Minister for Border Affairs
alongside other officials.
Afterwards, the working
committee chairperson and
vice-chairperson explained
to the youth groups the pro-
grammes of the Youth Peace
Forum, as well as arrangements

for transport, hospitality, accom-
modation, and meals. — MNA/
MKKS

The Chairperson of the Transport, Hospitality and Accommodation Working Committee and officials greet the
youth groups from Kayah and Raknine states in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
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India Embassy in
Yangon hosts New
Year Meet and Greet

Reception

THE Embassy of India in Yan-
gon hosted “New Year Meet
and Greet Reception” on 8 Jan-
uary 2026 at the India House in
Dagon Township, Yangon, with
the presence of officials from
UMFCCI, Myanmar Women
Entrepreneurs Association,
Friendship Association, mem-
bers of Myanmar Press Coun-
cil, over 25 different media out-

lets, and local business entities,
including liquor producers, im-
porters and distributors.

The embassy offered In-
dian food and beverages to
guests. This event also aimed
to promote India’s beverages
in Myanmar.

Moreover, a video show-
casing India-Myanmar col-
laboration in some sectors

in 2025, and music teachers
and students from the Swami

Vivekananda Cultural Centre
also performed Bollywood ASH/KK

Attendees are seen at the New Year Meet and Greet Reception hosted by the Indian Embassy in Yangon.

songs and Myanmar songs. —

CBM warns against defacing
currency notes, countetfeit

circulation

THE Central Bank of Myanmar
announced on 9 January that
those involved in defacing cur-
rency notes and printing money
are subject to legal action.

Only the CBM shall have
the right to issue and manage
currency notes and coins under
Section 40 (E) and Section 62 of
the Central Bank of Myanmar
Law.

Furthermore, CBM de-
liberately restricts damaging
or altering the appearance of
the currency notes, including
cutting, tearing, writing, scrib-
bling, stamping, drawing or
printing on the note that reduc-
es its value and visibility under
Section 99 (A) of the Central
Bank of Myanmar Law.

Therefore, those who com-
mit those offences under the
Law will face fines or sentences
of less than two years or both.

Afterwards, CBM’s state-
ment affirmed that those writ-
ing on the notes for the purpose
of defaming the government or
threatening the interest of na-
tional security or public safety
through deliberate actions will
be sentenced up to two years,
fined or both punishments un-
der Section 505 (B) of the Penal
Code.

Thus, the CBM urges the
public to use the currency notes
systematically for the long term
or to avoid the misuse of the
banknotes. — NN/KK

The facade of the Central Bank of Myanmar in Nay Pyi Taw.

CBM sells US$1.4M to edible oil,
fuel oil importers on 9 Jan

THE Central Bank of Myan-
mar (CBM) sold over US$1.17
million to edible oil-importing
companies and $315,900 to fuel
oil-importing companies on 9
January, in addition to sales
of over 643,000 and 1.9 million
baht.

CBM sold over $1.69 mil-
lion to edible oil-importing
companies, along with an in-
jection of over 5.77 million baht
and over 331,000 yuan into the
market on 8 January.

CBM announced on 7
January that it would sell $22
million to those business en-
tities engaged in the fuel oil
industry.

CBM sold over $1 million
to edible oil-importing coun-
tries, in addition to an injection

of over 7.95 million baht pur-
chased from CMP companies
into the market on that day.

CBM pumped over 3.18
million baht and over 479,900
yuan into the financial market
on 6 January 2026, in addition
to selling over $481,000 into
the edible oil-importing com-
panies.

CBM sold $2.24 million,
purchased from CMP com-
panies, to edible oil-importing
companies on 5 January 2026,
along with an injection of over
782,500 yuan into the market.

CBM made an injection
of over $21 million, 2.4 million
yuan and 1.5 million baht in
November.

CBM injected over $2.48
million, 5.75 million yuan

and 4.98 million baht in Oc-
tober, along with sales of
over $54 million purchased
from CMP companies.
CBM aims to curb the insta-
bility in the foreign exchange
market and currency deval-
uation. According to CBM’s
notification on 15 March 2024,
it has been collaborating with
law enforcement agencies to
combat and prosecute those
who attempt to manipulate the
currency market under the
existing laws. CBM allowed
authorized dealers (private
banks) to operate online for-
eign exchange trading free-
ly as per the market rate,
depending on supply and
demand, starting from 5 De-
cember 2023. — NN/KK

Myanmar to participate in 73 BGJF

2026

MYANMAR will participate in
the 73" Bangkok Gems & Jew-
ellery Fair BGJF 2026 that is
scheduled to take place from
22 to 26 February 2026 at the
Queen Sirikit National Con-
vention Centre (QSNCOC), ac-
cording to the Myanmar Trade
Promotion Organization.

The fair is organized by the
Department of International
Trade Promotion (DITP). My-
anmarjewellery entrepreneurs
will join the fair with four booths
provided by the DITP and three
other booths by themselves.
Myanmar exhibitors will show-
case Myanmar’s top-tier gems

and jewellery, including jade,
sapphire, ruby, and pearl, to
international buyers.

It is an annual fair that is
held in February and Septem-
ber in Thailand. It will help
trade wares and enlarge busi-
ness networks. — NN/KK
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POEM

Stnve to SucceSSfully book is written for those who
h 1 d h 1 . . h Book Title - Mandalay Earthquake, Mandalay'’s Shift Book Title - ADegree Certificate Is Just a :;’:Sh to cultz ate I?‘,‘d fr:ihance
O t ee ECthH W].t Piece of Paper: What Really el Inner vaie. 1 ICudes re-
Author - Nyo Htun Lu N al-life examples of Myanmar and
. . Matters in Life international figures who have
lntegrlty Publishing House -  Yatha Yinsuntan Author - Kyaw Yin Myint achieved success through positive
iohi B ; i thinking and strong character. By
Publication Date - December 2025 (1% Edition) Publ?shlgg BUEE Selon Pl . studying their lives, readers who
VERYONE is already aware that Phase II of the multiparty . Publication Date - November 2025 (1* Edition) are preparing to take new steps
democratic general election will be held on 11 January, Price - K11,000 Price - K10,000 in life can gain new inspiration.
and Phase III on 25 January. With regard to the ongoing The first chapter of the book,
election, it has also been learned through news reports that, after e . titled “What Is Needed?” begins
the completion of Phase I of the election, international observer M d 1 E th 1 M d 1 ! Sh ft A Degfee Certificate Is Just a Piece of Paper: with a famous quote by entrepre-
" s and . dlldadlay edarunquadke, iviandalay s sii R Jack Ma” Business is all
grougs gave positive assessments and remarks. What Re ally Matters in Life neur Jack Ma-” Business is a
Given the current realities prevailing in Myanmar, the coun- about solving people’s problems
try’s future is filled with opportunities, while at the same time THE lasting psychological effects of the edhis article “Mandalay Quake, Mandalay’s  groaning or whether it will be a turning point SATORI Publishing has released  book, serves as a warning to un-  one’s past circumstances were ataprofit.” The chapter also pre-
presenting challenges that must inevitably be addressed. To catastrophic quake feel fresh and impactful, ~Shift” on social media with no intention of that we never thought of.” a new book by writer Kyaw Yin employed graduates. unfavourable, it is still possible sents the life story of UD U Kh-
firmly seize these opportunities and to overcome the challenges just as if it had happened just yesterday. It publishing a book. Although he wanted to “Mandalay is facing weariness and a Myint. The book is titled “A De- The writer also gives an to make changes in the present. ine Maung Win, who successfully
——— C2P2DLY and effectively, a good has not been one year since the devastating  get rid of the disaster that shattered lives sense of melancholy, or feeling pleasure and gree Certificate Is Justa Pieceof ~example of a case at the Aung The methods for self-improve- built a meaningful and successful
. . government is required, along earthquake struck Myanmar on 28 March and dreams, his close friends and readers joy. Will the city lose its identity encompass- Paper (What Is Really Essential Mingalar Highway Bus Termi- mentare explainedin thisbook.If  life, exploring the question “What
Engagmg 1 with unity and close coopera- 2025, leaving a trail of devastation. Thatinvis- encouraged him to publish a book. Their ingits social environment, historical heritage in Life?).” Previously, SATORI nal, fighting with one another to the presentis good, a good future is really needed?”
camp ai gning that tion between the government ible wound and the lasting memories of the encouragement and unwavering support andresidents’ attitudes? The city is building Publishing had already published  get a particular passenger to ex- is guaranteed. In the concluding section, the
and the entire population. In traumatic event still leave a lasting imprint  motivated him to work on it. He also likedto momentum. The tragic earthquake marks three successful self-development  plain what it means to be useful He also mentions research book states, “If you are dissatis-
insults or defames order for the people to build on memory. Traumatic event flashbacks are  see his piece of writing in print. Being ina a major turning point for the city, leading books by Kyaw Yin Myint —I Am  in society. If they get that person, findings published by TIME Mag- fied with your current situation
ival . a prosperous future for the still vivid, and stories of loss and fear are positive environment filled with supportive to a significant new shift. I believe those Not Someone Destined for Mis- it benefits them. That person is azine, which states that personal and want the bad things to end,
Ival parties or nation by choosing and elect- indeed unforgettable, prompting the writers  friends motivated and inspired him to strive  transformations will focus on resilience and ery, The Secrets of Happinessand  useful. When a person is useful, finance is 80 per cent behaviour you must start doing good things
candidates m ay ing a good government, every toiterate for ongoing support and awareness.  for excellence. safety for sure.” Success, and Books for Grade-4 many people want them. Whena and only 20 per cent head knowl-  right now. Do not delay. Start now.
) o eligible voter has to cast their Among them, Saya Nyo Htun Lu is one of Esteemed Mandalay writer Sayar Nay Saya Nay Win Myint concluded his fore- Passers. person is very useful, even more  edge. This made me realize more  Just Do It. Even if circumstances
constitute a criminal ballot in the upcoming phases the significant authors who wrote Mandalay =~ Win Myint also expressed his respectinthe word that a new green world will awaken “Today, degree holdershave  people want them. No one wants  deeply how important personal preventyou from pursuing formal
ff il of the elections. Earthquake, Mandalay’s Shift, whichismore foreword that the author recorded vividly after great fires, storms and floods. Man- increased enormously, as if they  someone useless. No one values  qualities are for living a respect-  education and obtaining a degree,
OLIENCe a5 we For the remaining phases than a personal memoir. It involves a detailed  such a powerful and significant earthquake dalay will raise its head again. He remind- were produced by photocopyma-  them either. No one would waste  able life. you can still create not only a de-
as an electoral of the election, in order to en- reinterpretation of the events. and its impact. ed readers that Mandalay has repeatedly chines. The number of graduates  time or disrupt their work to fight If a person has a degree but  cent life but a higher-quality life by
. sure that voters can cast their The author stated in his preface that Excerpting from the book, one mightfeel risen. Saya Mya Than Tin even modified exceeds the market demand. over someone who is not useful. lacks competence in theirjob,and improving your personal qualities.
malpractice. ballots peacefully and in safety, the book captures a segment of Mandalay’s  a sudden influx of thoughts or anxietyrelated  that Mandalay is like a phoenix from ashes, Having a degree alone does not To be valued in this world, one if the degree does not support Even if you have the opportunity
Sp eakin g ina it is necessary to review the story, describing the city severely affected to earthquakes as if one stops breathing. One meaning emergence from a catastrophe guarantee a good job. Asitis the must be useful. their livelihood, then a degree to study and obtain degrees, you
shortcomings encountered by the earthquake. It is a significant tremor  is coping with the tremor and post-traumatic = more powerful than ever. technological era, technology has If one wants to be welcomed  certificate is merely a piece of will only be valued if you develop
derogatorv manner during the holding of Phase and shift. The tragic event turned our eyes  distress, yet trying to adjust to daily life. It This book is a collective historical docu- replaced human labour in many and valued by others, one must paper. To stand independently real expertise in your field.” It
gatory L
. I of the election and to take blind to the future. Anyway, we must build can disrupt beliefs and how you perceive a ment, capturing the physical and emotional areas.Ifyouarejustlikeeveryone be capable, skilled, and compe- and live a meaningful life, the ends with the quote of Bill Gates,
to undermine effective measures — through resilience during difficult times to overcome  place, leading to a fragmented self-identity.  aftershocks of the earthquake while affirm- else, you may simply blend into tent. Very few people are born most essential things are to con-  “Ifyou die poor; it’s your mistake.”
; iAQ i cooperation with Tatmadaw, adversities. “The city is finding peace and recovery ing Mandalay’s enduring spirit. such a crowd.” This statement, talented. One can develop one’s tinuously improve one’s charac- Let’s start with the changes.
Opposing parties 1s )
People’s Militia Troops, public The author shared that he initially post-  from disaster. I wonder whether it is still written on the back cover of the abilities through effort. Even if ter and personal qualities. This
to be regarded ds security and counter-terror-
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Nu Nu Yi (Inwa) Thu Khamein Hlaing
Writer Nu Nu Yi (Inwa) shared that she included a New Year's Renowned composer and poet
wish for her beloved readers, saying, "May you all be healthy, Thu Khamein Hlaing began his
safe, and have everything go smoothly”, inside her newly 2026 New Year by donating
released book, ‘Ta Htate Htate'. In addition, keeping with New meals for 200 people, including
Year traditions, she announced that she will meet readers and cancer patients and staff, at Yan-
loved ones to exchange greetings and wishes on 3 and 4 gon General Hospital, together
Jan- uary 2026, at Seikku Cho Cho Office, with his wife, songcomposer
7-8, Myanmar Sri Lanka Rama Mon- Yan Yan, and childhood friends.
astery Road, Natchaung Ward, He also expressed his wish, say-
NG J Tamway, from 10 am to 5 pm. ing, “May everyone be blessed
with health and prosperity” \ J
Lein Maw Thee - ~
Singer Lein Maw Thee also began
her New Year with a meritorious Connie
journey, visiting pagodas around Singer Connie also delivered her New Year's wishes, espe-
the Kyaikmaraw and Mawlamyine. cially for her fans, through social media. Having turned 58
During this trip, she sent her fans in December 2025, Connie spent the end of 2025 perform-
New Year wishes via social media, ing various meritorious deeds like offering a day meal
saying, “May this bg ablessed and offerings to 50 monks at Thaw Beita Linkara Pariyatti
New Year” Along with the Monastery, serving satuditha meals to people of all ages
post, she shared several pho- . y . & . peob . ges:
tos of herself dc.)l?atlng rice, oil, medicine, and salt, and funding for elec-
wearing tricity at the Shwedagon Pagoda for two days.
traditional \_ J
Myanmar
attire, a N
look that Htet Htet Moe Oo
israrely Academy Htet Htet Moe Oo held a grand
seen. housewarming ceremony on 1 January
2026, the first day of the auspicious
New Year. Artistes, businesspeople,
and close acquaintances attended the
event. Regarding her housewarming,
she said, "I sincerely apologize for any
shortcomings. I would like to express
my special thanks to my beloved rela-
tives from Mandalay who helped me
in every way, and to everyone from
all regions who has shown me love and
- /

support.”

~

Khine Thin Kyi

Academy Khine Thin Kyi posted her
first photos of the beginning of 2026
on her social media page on 1 January.
She also wrote, "Dear fans, relatives,
and friends, may you all be happy and
peaceful in the New Year, may your
businesses prosper and succeed, and
may you enjoy mental peace and good
health. Happy New Year" — Htun Htun/
KTZH

‘Latepya I<hwe Chain’ screened on 9 Jan

THE film ‘Latepya Khwe Chain’ started

screening nationwide since 9 January 2026,
according to Academy Khin Wint Wah, who
plays a leading role in the film.

The film is based on the well-known

novel ‘Hphyae Yan Kyan Thaw Set Htone
Myar’ by writer Julia Myint Thein. The script
was written by Moe Ni Lwin, and the film

was excellently brought to life by director
Academy Mee Pwar for Ekan Hmway Film
Production.

"The story is adapted from a novel that
audiences already love. Since it is a thrilling
and romantic love story, I believe audiences
will enjoy it. All the actors have worked very
hard, and the director U Pwar also put in

great effort, so I think the audience’s support
will truly be worthwhile,” said Academy Khin
Wint Wah.

The cast includes Alinn Yaung, Ye Yint
Thaw, Academy Khin Wint Wah, Phoo Sone,
May Toe Khine, Phone Thiri Kyaw, Than
Thar Nyi, Soe Moe Kyi and other artistes.
— ASH/KTZH
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MPC conducts 2"
round of assistance
for veteran
journalists

THE Myanmar Press Council
has provided second-round as-
sistance to veteran journalists
by delivering support directly
to their homes, the council said.

Led by Myanmar Press
Council Chairman Dr Tin Tun
0o, council members carried
out the door-to-door assistance
programme from 6 to 8 Janu-
ary. During the programme,
the council provided financial
assistance and gifts to 20 senior
journalists who have devoted
their lives to journalism across
different periods.

The recipients included

veteran journalists U Saik Kyin,
U Myat Thu, U Sao Kai Pha, U
Maung Maung Aye (U Aloka), U
Hla Tun (Twantay), U Than Aung
(Than Aung Naing), U Ko Ko Gyi
(Hungary), U Sein Shwe (Sein
Shwe Hlaing), U Thaung Myint,
U Hla Myint, U Mya Thein (Ma-
jor), U Htay Kyi, U Myo Myint,
U Than Lwin (Win Lwin Aung),
U Myat Swe (Dedaye), U Myat
Soe (Myat Soe —Hlaing), U Than
Lwin (Myint Thura), U Hla Aye
(photojournalist), U Tin Aung,
and U Soe Myint (Mawgyun Soe
Myint). Each journalist received
K500,000 along with commemo-

The Myanmar Press Council delivers second-round, door-to-door assistance to veteran journalists.

rative gifts.

The Myanmar Press Coun-
cil noted that the number of
veteran journalists who have
dedicated their entire lives to
journalism in the service of the
country has now become very
small. Consequently, the council
is arranging continued support

for those senior journalists who
are still living, while also working
to preserve and pass on their
experiences, knowledge, per-
spectives and professional con-
tributions to the nation and to the
next generation of journalists.
To provide financial assis-
tance, the Ministry of Informa-

tion contributed K3 million and
U Kyaw Nyunt Yi+Daw Wah Wah
Kyaw family K2 million to the
council on 5 January.

The council previously con-
ducted the first round of assis-
tance for veteran journalists in
January 2025. — ASH/KMKD/
KZL

Tatmadaw (Navy), Myanmar
Coast Guard rescue boat-capsize
victims in Myanmar Waters

CIRp Vs g NpEaWES

Over K1.9B worth of
drugs seized in Kalewa

AUTHORITIES seized over 38 kilogrammes of heroin worth
more than K1.9 billion in Kalewa Township, according to the
Myanmar Police Force.

A combined team from the drug enforcement division of
the Myanmar Police Force searched a TNI-4 Forland vehicle
driven by Kyaw Zin Lin (aka) Maung Kaung, on the Kalewa-
Mawlaik Road in Kalewa Township, acting on a tip-off. The
team seized 38.5 kilogrammes of heroin valued at K1.925 billion
from the vehicle.

According to the investigation, the suspects who arranged
the transport of the seized heroin are Phoe Kyaw of Khampat,
Tamu Township, and Phoe Thar, both of whom are at large.
The drugs were being transported from Kalewa Township to

Rescuees receiving the necessary foodstuffs and healthcare from Tatmadaw (Navy).

TATMADAW (Navy) and Myan-
mar Coast Guard rescued peo-
ple from a boat that capsized
in Myanmar waters, about 156
nautical miles south of Yangon.

According to a report from
the Zawtika oil field support
vessels, the incident occurred
early yesterday morning in
Yangon Region when a boat

capsized in Myanmar waters,
approximately 156 nautical
miles south of Yangon. Vessels
from Tatmadaw (Navy) and
Myanmar Coast Guard, which
were conducting maritime se-
curity operations, coordinated
with the Zawtika oil field sup-
port vessels to carry out rescue
operations. A total of 86 people

on board were rescued and pro-
vided with necessary medical
treatment.

The authorities are con-
tinuing verification procedures
and transferring the rescued
individuals to the relevant au-
thorities in accordance with es-
tablished procedures, accord-
ing to officials. — MNA/MKKS

Khampat.

MKKS

Police have charged those arrested and are continuing
investigations into other suspects involved in the case. — MNA/

An arrestee is seen alongside seized drugs and a vehicle.
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Trump tells major oil
companies they are
dealing with US, not
Venezuela

US President Donald Trump said
Friday that oil companies would
deal with the United States gov-
ernment, not Venezuela, when
exploiting that country’s oil re-
serves.

“You’re dealing with us di-
rectly, you’re not dealing with
Venezuela at all, we don’t want

you to deal with Venezuela,”
Trump told a gathering of oil
company executives at the White
House.

Having deposed leftist lead-
er Nicolas Maduro, the Trump
administration has said they will
control Venezuela’s oil sales in-
definitely. — AFP

The image displays an extensive outdoor view of a large-scale data centre facility, which is essentially a
concrete warehouse filled with computer servers. PHOTO: AFP/FILE

In this file photo taken, gas prices are posted at a Mobil petrol station in Los
Angeles. PHOTO: AFP/FILE

Canada's unemployment rate rises to 6.8%

CANADA'S unemployment rate rose to 6.8 per cent in December,
Statistics Canada announced Friday.

The increase in December partially offsets a cumulative de-
cline of 0.6 percentage points in the previous two months, said the
national statistical agency.

There were 1.6 million people unemployed in December, an
increase of 73,000 in the month, added the agency.

According to the agency, the unemployment rate for youth
aged 15 to 24 rose to 13.3 per cent. Labor market conditions had
previously improved for youth in October and November, with
employment rising and the youth unemployment rate falling 1.9
percentage points over this period. — Xinhua

EU countries override France to greenlight
Mercosur trade deal

THE EU gave a long-delayed go-ahead Friday to a huge trade deal
with South American bloc Mercosur championed by business groups
butloathed by many European farmers — overriding opposition led
by key power France.

Most of the European Union's 27 nations backed the pact fol-
lowing an ambassadors’ meeting in Brussels, paving the way for it
to be signed later this month in Paraguay. — AFP

Global markets enter 2026 with
cautious optimism as Al, rate cuts
shape outlook: Report

GLOBAL financial markets
are heading into 2026 with a
cautiously optimistic outlook,
supported by easing inflation,
selective monetary policy sup-
port and a powerful investment
cycle driven by Artificial Intel-
ligence (AD, according to the
summary of Global Strategy
Year Ahead 2026 Reports re-
leased by Abakkus.

The report noted that the

global economy is emerging
from the post-tightening slow-
down of 2025 and transition-
ing towards a more balanced
growth phase. While inflation
has moderated across regions,
it remains sticky enough to
keep central banks cautious.
Policymakers are expected
to shift toward gradual support
rather than aggressive easing,
with the US Federal Reserve

projected to cut rates modest-
ly, the European Central Bank
largely on hold, and Japan con-
tinuing its slow normalization,
the report noted.

Global GDP growth in 2026
is projected in the range of 2.7
per cent to 3.4 per cent, led by
the United States and support-
ed by fiscal stimulus, Al-related
capital expenditure and resil-
ient labor markets. — ANI

Al gobbling up memory chips
essential to gadget makers

AS devices from toys to cars get smarter at the
Consumer Electronics Show, gadget makers are
grappling with a shortage of memory needed
for them to work.

Dwindling supplies and soaring costs of
Dynamic Random Access Memory (DRAM) that
provides space for computers, smartphones, and
game consoles to run applications or multitask
was a hot topic behind the scenes at the annual
gadget extravaganza in Las Vegas.

Once cheap and plentiful, DRAM — along
with memory chips to simply store data— are in
short supply because of the demand spikes from
Al in everything from data centers to wearable
devices.

Samsung Electronics on Thursday put out
word that it expects sales revenue in the final
quarter of last year to surge to 93 trillion Korean

won as prices of memory chips surge along with
demand. — AFP

Gadget makers are seeing prices soar for
memory chips needed for smart features, forcing
tough decisions when it comes to costs and
designs. PHOTO: AFP
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Japan sees record
train users during
New Year holidays

THE number of people
taking shinkansen bullet
trains and express trains
in Japan during the 10-
day year-end and New
Year period rose to 13.71
million, with the daily av-
erage marking a record
high since comparable
data became available in
1991, according to train
operators.

The tally between
26 December and 4
January marked a five
per cent increase from
the previous period as
strong travel demand
during the longer New
Year holidays this year
and additional train
services helped lift the
numbers, the six Japan
Railway companies said.

The Tokaido Shin-
kansen Line, connecting
Tokyo and Osaka, saw

4.42 million passengers,
up seven per cent. Some
516,000 passengers used
the line on the last day,
marking a record sin-
gle-day ridership.

The Hokuriku Shin-
kansen Line, which runs
between Tokyo and
Tsuruga in Fukui Pre-
fecture, also saw strong
growth of up to nine per
cent.

Many other shin-
kansen lines also saw
solid increases, with
Joetsu covering Niigata
Prefecture rising six per
cent, and Sanyo between
Osaka and Fukuoka up
five per cent. Among the
few lines that logged de-
creases, the Hokkaido
Shinkansen Line saw a 6
percent drop, according
to the train operators.
— Kyodo

Ethiopia begins construction
of Africa’s biggest airport: PM

ETHIOPIA on Saturday
started building what the
prime minister says will
be Africa’s biggest airport
when completed in the
town of Bishoftu, southeast
of the capital Addis Ababa.

The massive travel
hub is expected to cost
around $12.7 billion and
eventually be able to handle
some 110 million passen-
gers a year at full capacity.
Construction is expected to
take five years.

Partly financed by
national carrier Ethiopi-
an Airlines, the Bishoftu

hub is expected to replace
the capital’s Bole Airport,
which can handle up to 25
million passengers annu-
ally. Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed on Saturday an-
nounced construction of

“the largest aviation infra-
structure project in Africa’s
history” had begun.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed on Saturday announced construction of “the largest aviation
infrastructure project in Africa’s history” had begun. PHOTO: AFP

“This multi-airport
strategy aims to fu-
ture-proof Ethiopia’s role

as Africa’s leading air
transport gateway,” he said
in a post on X. — AFP

India office leasing touches record 86.4 min

sq ft in 2025

INDIA'S office real estate Leasing activity rose

business destination. square feet) and Chennai

A departure lobby at Haneda airport in Tokyo is crowded
with travellers on 27 December 2025. PHOTO: KYODO

market posted its strong-
est performance on re-
cord in 2025, with annual
gross leasing touching an
all-time high of 86.4 mil-
lion square feet, according
to Knight Frank India’s
latest India Real Estate
— Office and Residential
Market (H2 2025) report.

20 per cent year-on-year,
surpassing the previous
peak achieved in 2024 and
marking a 43 per cent in-
crease over pre-pandem-
iclevels recorded in 2019.
The surge underscores
sustained occupier confi-
dence and India’s growing
prominence as a global

Bengaluru contin-
ued its dominance as
the largest office market
grossing 28 million square
feet, a historic best for
this market. Hyderabad
(11.4 million square feet),
National Capital Region
(NCR) (11.3 million square
feet), Pune (10.8 million

(10.1 million square feet)
all crossed a 10 million
square feet benchmark,
with Mumbai (9.8 million
square feet) narrowly
missing the line. GCCs
drove demand command-
ing 38 per cent of the to-
tal absorption, the report
highlighted. — ANI

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V XO LUCKY VOY.NO. (X2601E)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V XO LUCKY
VOY.NO. (X2601E) are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 11-1-2026 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of MIP where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S TI12 LOGISTICS PTE LTD

M.V SINAR BITAN VOY.NO. (917N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SINAR BITAN
VOY.NO. (917N) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 11-1-2026 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of AWPT where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING LINE

M.V SITC MINGCHENG VOY.NO. (2526S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SITC
MINGCHENG VOY.NO. (2526S) are hereby notified
that the vessel will be arriving on 11-1-2026 and cargo
will be discharged into the premises of MITT where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SITC CONTAINER LINE CO., LTD
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JANUARY 10

What's driving the gradual
US withdrawal from UN

agencies?

THE US s pulling out because it “would be
happy if the UN were to disappear”, former
UN Independent Expert on International
Order Alfred de Zayas tells Sputnik.
Washington is withdrawing from 31 UN
bodies and three dozen other international
organizations, agencies, and commissions,
according toamemorandum released earli-

according to the organization.

The US, once the UN's largest donor,
suspended support for key agencies, raising
funding concerns. UN officials stress contri-
butions are alegal obligation. Critics argue
Washington sees the UN as obstructive,
yet reforms — not defunding — are needed.
International law remains vital despite flaws

Let Us Beat Swords Into Ploughshares — Yevgeny Vuchetich's bronze masterpiece outside

er this week. So far, the US has not contacted
the UN to officially announce its decision,

in global institutions, de Zayas emphasizes.
— SPUTNIK

the UN in New York, symbolizing humanity’s enduring hope to transform weapons of war
into tools of peace.” PHOTO: SPUTNIK

JANUARY 9
US may lose voting rights at UN General Assembly

THE United States may lose its voting rights at the UN General Assembly at some point
if it does not pay its dues to the United Nations for a certain number of years, a UN
spokesperson said Thursday.

“Well, the (UN) Charter is clear ... about what happens when a country doesn't pay
its dues for a certain number of years,” said Stephane Dujarric, spokesperson for the UN
secretary-general, in response to questions about the implications ifa UN member state
does not pay its dues to the United Nations.

The spokesperson confirmed that the United States did not pay its dues to the
United Nations in 2025. — Xinhua

JANUARY 8
Activist firm denies misuse of foreign funds

AN Indian climate advocacy firm led by a prominent activist has denied allegations by
authorities that it misused foreign funds to influence policy and threaten the country’s
energy security.

Satat Sampada said in a statement late on Wednesday it had fully cooperated
with India’s top financial crimes agency, the Enforcement Directorate (ED), which
carried out searches on Monday of the organization’s offices and the home of its
co-founders, climate activist Harjeet Singh and his wife Jyoti Awasthi.

The ED said Singh had been detained by the Uttar Pradesh state excise depart-
ment in connection with the seizure of liquor exceeding permissible limits. — AFP

JANUARY 7

Al, outdated visuals fuel misinformation

FROM AI deepfakes to recycled, outdated images, a surge of visual misinformation
has inundated social media platforms after US forces seized Venezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro in a stunning raid on his Caracas home.

Collectively racking up millions of views, the fake or misleading posts underscore a
new digital reality in which hyper-realistic misinformation competes for attention with
-- and often drowns out — authentic images and videos following major news events.

Soon after Maduro's capture, AFP's fact-checkers uncovered posts on platforms such
as X and Facebook purporting to show the first image of the Venezuelan in US custody;,
flanked by American forces near an aircraft.

But the image — which made Maduro appear younger — was Al generated, with
Google’s artificial intelligence tool Gemini detecting a SynthID, an invisible watermark
meant to identify Al content.

Social media users shared an image claiming to show an American soldier posing
with Maduro, who has a bag over his head. — AFP

JANUARY 6

Capitol riot anniversary reveals deep divisions

WASHINGTON on Tuesday marked five years since a mob overran the US Capitol,
with rioters pardoned by Donald Trump retracing their steps even as Democrats
revived hearings to hold the president accountable.

The anniversary highlights a nation divided between irreconcilable accounts
of an attack that reshaped American politics — one supported by official findings
of aviolent bid to overturn an election, the other portraying it as a protest unjustly
criminalized.

“Five years ago today, a violent mob brutally attacked the US Capitol on Jan-
uary 6. Their mission was to overturn a free and fair election. We will never allow
extremists to whitewash their treachery,” top House Democrat Hakeem Jeffries
posted on X.

Trump supporters gathered in Washington on 6 January 2021 after the president
urged them to protest Congress's certification of his election defeat to Joe Biden.

the White House published a website attempting to rewrite that history. — AFP

JANUARY 5

145 nations exempt US firms from tax

US MULTINATIONAL companies will be excluded from a global minimum corporate
tax rate set in 2021 under a deal agreed by more than 145 countries and regions, the
Treasury Department said Monday.

The move comes amid growing frustration within President Donald Trump's ad-
ministration over the international deal struck under his predecessor Joe Biden, viewed
by Washington as directed at US technology giants.

US-headquartered firms will remain subject only to domestic minimum levies
under the arrangement with those involved in the agreement, including members of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the department said.

This side-by-side agreement recognizes the tax sovereignty of the United States
over the worldwide operations” of US companies. — Kyodo

JANUARY 4

Colombian guerrillas vow to confront US
‘imperialism’

COLOMBIAN left-wing guerrillas operating on the border with Venezuela vowed
Sunday to resist Washington's “imperial plans” following the US ouster of Venezuelan
leader Nicolas Maduro.

The powerful National Liberation Army (ELN), which controls cocaine trafficking
routesalong Colombia’s border with Venezuela, called on “all patriots” to “confront the
imperial plans against Venezuela and the peoples of the Global South”.

The ELN also has rear bases within Venezuela that were tolerated by Maduro.

Dissident members of the defunct FARCrebel army, who vie with the ELN for control
of drug-producing regions near Venezuela, also vowed resistance to Trump. They said
they were prepared to spend their “last drop of blood” fighting the US empire. — AFP
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SPORTS

Ayeyawady,

MATCHDAY 13 of the 2025-
2026 Myanmar Women’s
League concluded from 7 to
9 January, with Ayeyawady,
ISPE FC, and Thitsa Arman
recording victories as the title
race intensified.

In Matchday 13, Ay-
eyawady defeated Yangon
United one-nil, defending
champions ISPE FC thrashed
Yangon City by six goals, and
Thitsar Arman secured a 2-1
win over YREOQ. Shan United
and Myawady played out a
goalless draw.

Ayeyawady continued
their winning momentum
in the second round and
strengthened their title
challenge by beating Yan-
gon United, placing them
level in contention with de-
fending champions ISPE
FC. The defeat left Yangon
United seven points behind
Ayeyawady with one match in
hand, significantly reducing
their chances of winning the
championship.

ISPE FC remain locked
in title race after Matchday 13

Ayeyawady and Yangon United compete during their Myanmar
Women's League match. PHOTO: MWL

ISPE FC, meanwhile,
remains under pressure to
defend its title and trails Ay-
eyawady by two points, having
played one match fewer.

After Matchday 13, Ay-
eyawady lead the table with
30 points from 12 matches,
followed by ISPE FC with 28
points from 11 games. Thit-
sa Arman sits third with 24
points from 12 games, while

Yangon United has 23 points
from 11 games. Shan United
has collected 20 points from
12 games, YREO has 10 points
from 12 games, Young Lion-
esses has eight points from 11
matches, and Myawady has
five points from 11 matches.
Yangon City remains at the
bottom of the table without a
point after 12 games. — Chit
Ko Ko/KZL

Alcaraz beats Sinner in sold-out
South Korea exhibition match

CARLOS Alcaraz beat great rival
Jannik Sinner in a light-heart-
ed sell-out exhibition match in
South Korea on Saturday ahead
of the Australian Open.

Eight days before the Mel-
bourne Grand Slam and in their
first appearances this year, the
Spanish world number one won
7-5, 7-6 (8/6) in front of an enthu-
siastic 12,000 crowd in Incheon.

Neither will play competi-
tively until the Australian Open,
where Italy’s world number two
Sinner is the defending two-time
champion.

South Korean organizers
have not said how much the two
players earned, but reports in
Italy suggest each could pock-
et more than $2 million for the
match that lasted one hour

and 47 minutes.

It was not always entirely
serious, the smiling duo treat-
ing a packed house to some
trick shots between their legs,
drawing cheers, and reacting
to calls from the crowd by
making heart gestures.

“Jannik, we finished the
season playing together. We
started the season playing to-
gether,” Alcaraz said on court
afterwards. — AFP

's Carlos Alcaraz hits a return
to Italy’'s Jannik Sinner during

their exhibition tennis match.
PHOTO: AFP

Wrexham goalkeeper Arthur

Okonkwo made the match-clinching
save in the penalty shoot-out against
Nottingham Forest. PHOTO: AFP

Wrexham ride 'rollercoaster’
to knock Nottingham Forest

out of FA Cup

WREXHAM’S fairytale ride
under Hollywood owners Ryan
Reynolds and Rob McElhenney
continued as they knocked Pre-
mier League Nottingham Forest
out of the FA Cup with a dramat-
ic 4-3 penalty shootout win on
Friday. Arthur Okonko provided
heroics worthy of a blockbuster
movie with shootout saves from
Igor Jesus and Omari after Josh
Windass, Callum Doyle, George
Thomason and Jay Rodriguez
all scored from the spot for Wr-
exham.

First-half goals from Liber-
ato Cacace and Oliver Rathbone
put Wrexham in charge.

But Jesus pulled a goal back
before Dominic Hyam’s diving
header restored Wrexham’s two-
goal lead with 16 minutes left.

But Forest substitute Callum
Hudson-Odoi scored two excel-
lent goals including an 89""-min-
ute equaliser before Wrexham,
with replays no longer a feature
of the FA Cup, prevailed after ex-
tra time could not separate the
sides. — AFP

'"Driven’ Vonn storms
to 84" World Cup win in
Austrian downbhill

AMERICAN ski star Lindsey
Vonn stormed to victory in the
women’s downhill in Zauchen-
see on Saturday for her 84"
World Cup success, and second
this season.

Less than a month before
the Milan-Cortina Games, the
41-year-old dominated the short-
ened course to finish ahead of
Norwegian Kajsa Vickhoff Lie
at 0.37 second and American

Jacqueline Wiles at 0.48 second.

“I’'m a pretty stubborn and
driven person,” said Vonn, who
won her first World Cup race in
December 2004 and returned
to the world circuit last winter
after retiring in 2019.

“I have an intense amount
of competitiveness in me, it’s
just how I’'m wired, so I'm
thankful I have that ability”.
— AFP
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Dancing isn't enough:

industry pushes for
practical robots

Humanoid robots wow crowds with
flashy demos, but practical autonomy is

still years away.

T the 2026 Consum-

er Electronics Show

(CES), humanoid

robots dazzled audi-
ences with dancing, somersaults,
blackjack dealing, and ping-pong
matches.

Yet industry experts caution
that true human-like autonomy
remains years away. Current
large language models, like
those powering ChatGPT, can-
not translate sensory input into
embodied actions needed for
practical tasks in kitchens or
factories.

Carnegie Mellon’s Henny

Admoni stressed that embod-
ied learning requires robots
to interact physically with the
world, while Humanoid Guide’s
Christian Rokseth criticized the
slow pace of innovation, urging
productivity over spectacle.

EngineAl, collaborating with
Amazon and Meta, is developing
Al “brains” for robots, though
founder Evan Yao emphasized
they will never replicate human
emotions. Robotera’s humanoid
is even training for a marathon,
highlighting experimental ap-
plications.

The Consumer Technology

Spectators snap photos as boxing-gloved robots trade punches at CES Ultimate Fighting Bots
competition. PHOTO: PATRICK T.FALLON / AFP

Association projects the robotics
market to reach $179 billion by
2030, with most growth in facto-
ries and warehouses.

Hyundai, in partnership with
Boston Dynamics, unveiled At-
las, a humanoid robot designed

for industrial testing.

However, many so-called
autonomous robots are still tel-
eoperated, with human move-
ments guiding them. Startups
are experimenting with training
methods like haptic gloves and

wearable cameras to teach ro-
bots real-world tasks. Experts
agree that for humanoids to
become general-purpose ma-
chines, they must move beyond
controlled environments into
everyday life. — AFP

Nostalgia and new fans as
Tamagotchi turns 30

For many, Tamagotchis evoke cherished childhood

IMEMmOorIes.

More than 100 million of the pocket-sized plastic eggs
have been sold worldwide since their debut three decades

ago. PHOTO: AFP

JAPAN’S Tamagotchi
toys, first launched in the
1990s, remain a cultural
phenomenon three dec-
ades later. Over 100 mil-
lion units have been sold
worldwide, according to
Bandai Namco, which is
celebrating the toy’s 30

anniversary with a special
exhibition in Tokyo.
Originally simple
pixelated pets, Tamag-
otchis have evolved into
colorful, wifi-enabled de-
vices that now double as
trendy fashion accesso-
ries for Gen Z. Sales of

merchandise surged sev-
enfold between 2019 and
2024, reflecting renewed
popularity among nostal-
gic parents and younger
consumers.

The exhibition fea-
tures interactive displays,
a history room, and doz-
ens of models released
over the years, entered
through a giant white egg.

Nearly half of all sales
occurred in Japan, with
33 per cent in the Ameri-
cas. Visitors like Brazilian
teenager Rafaela Miranda
Freire describe Tamag-
otchis as “nostalgic and
cute”, while others see
them as a healthier al-
ternative to social media.

British retailer Ham-
leys ranked Tamagotchi
among the top 100 toys of
all time. — AFP

Nestlé Waters has
received authorization
to market its four French
brands — Contrex, Hépar,
Vittel, and Perrier—as
“natural mineral water,”
despite using filters
before bottling. PHOTO:
AFP

Nestlé cleared to market two
filtered mineral waters

Nestlé authorized to market filtered French min-

eral waters.

NESTLE Waters has received authori-
zation to market its four French brands
— Contrex, Hépar, Vittel, and Perrier
— as “natural mineral water”, despite
using filters before bottling.

The prefect of the Vosges region ap-
proved filtration for Contrex and Hépar
in December 2025, following earlier per-
missions for Vittel and Perrier.

Nestlé welcomed the decision, not-
ing it had shifted to microfiltration after
admitting to previously using banned
treatments. However, competitors and
consumer groups argue filtration un-

dermines the premium “natural min-
eral water” label, claiming it reduces
the distinction between mineral and
ordinary drinking water.

Regional authorities stressed that
filtration must not alter the water’s
essential mineral composition or mi-
crobiological characteristics.

Nestlé is required to monitor mi-
croorganisms before and after each
filtration point for one year. The contro-
versy highlights tensions between reg-
ulatory allowances, consumer expecta-
tions, and industry practices. — AFP
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