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Myanmar-China border trade
hits US$280M in one month

HE border trade value between Myan-
Tmar and China declined to US$280.44

million as of 10 March of the current
financial year 2024-2025, beginning 1 April, from
$407.7 million recorded in the corresponding
period last year, the Ministry of Commerce’s
statistics showed.

The figures reflected a significant de-
crease of $127.28 million this FY compared to
that of the year-ago period.

Myanmar conducts cross-border trade
with neighbouring China via Muse, Lweje,
Chinshwehaw, Kampaiti and Kengtung. The
Muse border registered the highest trade fig-
ure of $140.28 billion.

The trade values stood at $67.66 million via
Kampaiti, $1.214 million via Lweje and $71.27
million via Kengtung, respectively.

Myanmar has been carrying out border
trade with the four neighbouring countries —
China, Thailand, Bangladesh and India.

Export items are agricultural products,
livestock products, fisheries products, miner-
als, forest products, manufacturing goods and
other goods, while capital goods, intermediate
goods, manufacturing goods and raw materials

Lorries transporting export and import cargo cross the Myanmar-China border in Kachin State.

by CMP enterprises are imported. — NN/EM

New mobile pay system for toll
collection on Thanlyin Bridge 3

ACCORDING to the Department
of Bridges under the Ministry of
Construction, the toll fee for Than-
lyin Bridge No 3, which connects
Thakayta Township and Thanlyin
Township in Yangon Region, will
be collected through the Mobile

Pay system using a QR code.

To ensure there is no delay
in toll collection at the Toll Plaza
on Thanlyin Bridge No 3, both
human toll collectors and the
Mobile Pay system will be used,
according to the Department of

Bridges.
This four-lane bridge has
a total length of 8,638 feet and
a width of 75 feet. It can bear a
weight of up to 75 tonnes (vehicle
plus goods).
SEE PAGE-7

The photo shows the construction status of the Thanlyin Bridge No 3.
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Myanmar Gazette

Heads of Service Organization
transferred and confirmed

1. The State Administration Council has transferred and
appointed U Win Kyaw Aung, Director-General of the
Printing and Publishing Department of the Ministry of
Information, as Director-General of the Union Minister
Office of the same ministry from the date he assumes
charge of his duties.

2. The State Administration Council confirmed the appoint-
ment of Daw Yu Yu Khin as Director-General of the Legal
Advocacy Department under the Ministry of Legal Affairs
on 20 May 2024.

2 special criminal cases, 7 special civil appeal cases
passed judgements; 5 special civil appeal cases heard

A special appeal tribunal con-
sisting of Chief Justice of the
Union U Thar Htay and Judges
of the Supreme Court of the
Union U Myo Maung, U Khin
Maung Gyi, U Thein Ko Ko and
Daw Pyone Pyone Aye was
convened yesterday morning
at the Supreme Court of the

Union and passed judgement
for two special criminal appeal
cases — Nos 1/2024 (Mandalay)
and 2/2024 (Bago), and sev-
en special civil appeal cases
— Nos 45/2023 (Yangon) and
46/2023 (Mandalay), 47/2023
(Mandalay), 48/2023 (Manda-
lay), 49/2023 (Shan), 7/2024

(Yangon), and 10/2024 (Ay-
eyawady).

In addition, a total of five
special civil appeal cases -
Nos 9/2024 Magway), 11/2024
(Mandalay), 12/2024 (Yangon),
16/2024 (Mandalay) and 17/2024
(Mandalay) — were heard. —
MNA

COVID-19 report, 20 MAY 2024
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The people are urged to receive vaccination of Covid-19 without fail

as full-time vaccination of Covid-19 and receiving booster shots can

effectively mitigate infection of the virus, severe suffering from the
disease and increase of death rate due to the disease.

Bagan’s murals reveal ancient links with Middle East

BY observing the murals in Ba-
gan, one can see a connection
between Bagan and the Middle
Eastregion since ancient times,
U Kyaw Myo Win, director of
the Department of Archaeology
and National Museum (Bagan
Branch), told The Global New
Light of Myanmar (GNLM).

Of the 3,837 remaining an-
cient pagodas in Bagan, 416 have
mural paintings.

“The art of painting in My-
anmar has kept pace with the |
world since the ancient Bagan R
era. I say it has been global. A
tiny temple near Kyaukmyath-

Some murals from the ancient Bagan era. (PHOTO - KYAW MYO WIN)

maw has murals depicting the
Arabs of the Middle East, includ-
ing camels, their fauna and flora.
By looking at these paintings, we
can conclude that a connection
with the Middle East was estab-

lished in the Bagan era. So, the
Bagan era’s murals are not in-
ferior to the world-class murals.
With its own style and creation,
Myanmar’s art of painting has
reached the world-class for 1,000

years ago,” he said.

The artists of the Bagan era
might have painted these mu-
rals in the caves of the pagodas
during the scorching summer,
he suggested on his Facebook

page.

“When they took a break
from agricultural work during
the extreme heat, they seemed
to paint the cave walls while en-
joying full sunlight and escaping

the heat. The underlying layer of
the walls may have dried with
low humidity due to the summer
heat, so this would be the best
time to create murals,” he said.

These murals look like the
artistic work of teams rather
than individuals, while outstand-
ing works by these artists show
their extensive knowledge of Ja-
takas of the Buddha’s life in ad-
dition to painting, or some great
Buddhist scholar Sayadaws
might have closely supervised
them during their drawings, he
suggested.

In addition, masons, who
prepared the undercoat layer
in detail for the convenience of
painters to paint murals, were
found to have played an essen-
tial role in the creation of these
artistic works, he said. — MT/ZN
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Failure to perform military service will result in penalties

STATE Administration Council
Member Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Union Minister for Defence
Admiral Tin Aung San, in his
capacity as Chairman of the
Central Body for Summoning
People’s Military Servants, at-
tended the 4/2024 coordination
meeting of the central body in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

At the meeting, he talked
about the previous meetings,
drafting of the People’s Military
Service Rule (fourth draft) after
receiving the recommendations
of the Ministry of Legal Affairs,
cooperation to offer suggestions
for the rule (fourth draft) and
plans to seek approval by sub-
mitting it to the Union Govern-
ment Meeting via the Security,
Peace and Stability and Rule of
Law Committee.

He then mentioned the time
frame for the 3 batch train-
ing amended to be fit with the
ground situation, and public
awareness programmes, distri-

SAC Member Deputy Prime Minister MoD Union Minister Admiral Tin Aung San chairs the 4/2024
coordination meeting of the Central Body for Summoning People’s Military Servants yesterday.

bution of 686,250 handouts, news
releases via MRTYV, Radios, TV
Spot, articles, editorial and an-
nouncements by the leader of
SAC Information Team and an
official of Directorate of Public
Relations and Psychological

Warfare as TV magazine and
radio magazines and on web
portal of the Ministry of De-
fence, sending of Short Mes-
sage Service (SMS) about the
People’s Military Service Law
and Sections 22 and 15 (a) by

four Mobile Operators.
Vice-Chairman of the cen-
tral body Chief of the Gener-
al Staff (Army, Navy and Air)
General Maung Maung Aye also
discussed taking action against
those who fail to join training

courses as per the existing law
and make preparations to con-
duct Training No 3 successfully.

In conclusion, the Admiral
said the challenges encountered
in meeting the target numbers
in previous training courses
were met, and there was a sub-
stitute section. As there were
no perfect SOPs, it took time to
check the inventory discrepan-
cy. Therefore, it should learn
from such experience to be able
to manage systematically for
coming training courses.

He finally called on the of-
ficials of Nay Pyi Taw Council,
regions, and states to carry out
the tasks in accordance with the
checklist to fit the time frame
and report to the chief ministers
for difficulties. He stressed the
need to summon the military
servants correctly and system-
atically and not to summon the
ones who are not citizens, asso-
ciate citizens, and naturalized
citizens. — MNA/KTZH

Roscosmos holds space technology seminar
at Yangon Technological University

The group documentary photo of yesterday s seminar held at Yangon Technologlcal Umver51ty

A seminar on space technology
initiated by Russian astronaut
of Roscosmos State Coopera-
tion was held at Yangon Tech-
nological University yesterday.

The event was attended
by Deputy Director-Gener-
al for International Cooper-
ation Mr Savelyev Sergey
Valentinovich of Roscosmos
State Cooperation, Executive
Director for Manned Space
Programme astronaut Mr Kri-
kalev Sergey Konstantinovich,
representatives of Samara

University, rectors, pro-rec-
tors and students of Yangon
Technological University,
University of Computer Stud-
ies (Yangon), University of
Information Technology, West
Yangon Technological Univer-
sity, Technological University
(Hmawby) and Technological
University (Thanlyin) and My-
anmar Aerospace Engineering
University.

Yangon Technological
University Rector Dr Myint
Thein first made an opening

speech, and Russian Exec-
utive Director for Manned
Space Programme astronaut
Mr Krikalev Sergey Konstan-
tinovich shared his aerospace
experiences with faculty mem-
bers and students.

Chief Executive Officer
Dmitrity A Baranov of Sama-
ra University then discussed
the exchange programmes
on space technology between
Yangon Technological Univer-
sity and Samara University.
— MNA/KTZH

YRTC to display bus route maps
on YBS bus lines in Yangon Region

ACCORDING to U Lyan Cing
Mang from the Yangon Region
Public Transport Committee
(YRTC), bus route maps will be
displayed on YBS bus lines.
Currently, bus route maps
are placed on 24 bus lines from
Yangon Urban Public Transport
(YUPT), 14 bus lines from Yangon
Bus Public Company (YBPOC),
nine bus lines from Bandoola
Transport Service, and six bus

lines from Luhtu Mateswe Com-
pany.

Additionally, six bus lines
from Shwe Taungpaing Compa-
ny, two bus lines from Konbaung
Yangon Company, and 10 bus
lines from Pyay San Thu Compa-
ny will also have bus route maps
on theirbuses. Arrangements are
being made to ensure that these
maps can be easily viewed on the
application. — ASH/TRKM

The photo shows route direction maps for YBS buses.
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MoBA Union Minister inspects development
activities in Shan State (South)

UNION Minister for Border Af-
fairs Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung,
along with Shan State Chief
Minister U Aung Aung and
other officials, inspected var-
ious development projects in
southern Shan State on 18 May.

They visited the develop-
ment training school for ethnic
youths in Pindaya Township,
where the Union minister
emphasized the importance
of improving the school’s fa-
cilities and urged cooperation
for the education sector’s de-
velopment. Cash awards were
given to teachers and students.

The inspection also includ-
ed observing an agricultural pi-
lot project using solar-powered
water pumping systems and
inspecting motor road asphalt
resurfacing work in Pindaya
Township.

On 19 May, they visited the

Photos show Union Minister Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung inspecting the status of the asphalt resurfacing work in Pindaya Township.

Women’s Domestic Vocational
Education Training School in
Hsihseng Township of in Pa-O
Self-Administered Zone and
Development Training School
for Ethnic Youth in Seikkhoung,

where the Union minister inter-
acted with staff and students,
provided assistance, and in-
spected ongoing projects.
They also inspected road
network construction in Menel

and Loimaw hilly regions and
holding an electrical training
course at the Industrial Train-
ing School for Ethnic Youths
in Aungban.

The Union minister also

inspected construction works
in Kalaw Township, which will
benefit 13,145 national race
people and contribute to local
tourism development. — MNA/
TS

MRTYV to broadcast alms-
offering to Buddhist monks live

MANDALAY Region govern-
ment arranges auspicious
ceremonies on the Kason Full
Moon (Buddha Day) in accord
with religious traditions. Start-
ing from 6 am on 22 May 2024,
meals and alms will be offered to
10,272 members of the Sangha,
2,568 on each side of the moat at

Mandalay Royal Palace.

MRTV-HD Channel, MRTV
Parliament Channel, MWD-HD,
MWD-Variety, MWD Education,
Knowledge & Sports Channel,
Channel LIGHT Channel, Sky
Net Buddha Channel and Chan-
nel -9 will broadcast the ceremo-
ny live. — MNA/TTA

Advertise
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MRTYV to broadcast gala

ceremonies on Buddha Day, Kason
Full Moon Day live

THE Buddha Day on the
Full Moon of Kason will be
celebrated on a grand scale
at Uppatasanti Pagoda and
Maravijaya Buddha Park in
accord with religious tradi-
tions in Nay Pyi Taw on 22
May.

A ceremony to convey
torches, which is one of the
programmes of Buddha Day
on the Full Moon of Kason, will
take place along the circular
road of Uppatasanti Pagoda
from Tabaung Ground, start-
ing from 3:30 pm on that day,
then along the route from

Uppatasanti Pagoda to Mar-
avijaya Buddha Park and the
path from the archway of the
park to the Bo tree. Moreo-
ver, a ceremony to pour water
on Bo trees in the precinct of
Maravijaya Buddha Park and
Uppatasanti Pagoda will be
held, respectively. These cer-
emonies will be broadcast live
by MRTV-HD Channel, MRTV
Parliament Channel, MWD-
HD, MWD-Variety, MWD Ed-
ucation, Knowledge & Sports
Channel and Channel LIGHT
Channel.

Moreover, the Dhamma

preaching ceremony in which
Sitagu Sayadaw will preach
Dhamma will be held at Agga
Dipati Sasana Beikman in the
precinct of Maravijaya Bud-
dha Park starting at 8 pm. The
ceremony will be broadcast
live on the MRTV Parliament
Channel, MWD Education,
Knowledge & Sports Channel,
and Channel LIGHT Channel.

MRTV-HD Channel,
MWD-HD and MWD-Variety
Channel will broadcast the
ceremony live after the news
broadcasting programme at
8 pm. — MNA/TTA
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Security and electrification improvements in Hsihseng Township

REPORTS indicate that the
security situation in Hsihseng
Township has improved, and
street lights have been re-
stored as rehabilitation works
progress.

Officials and personnel
from the Hsihseng Township
Electricity Supply Corporation
have commenced work on 11
KV line, 400-volt power cables,
and transformer renovation.
As a result, the city’s streets
are now illuminated. Subse-
quently, electrical wiring work
is underway to connect depart-
mental offices and houses in
the area. Once these repairs
are completed, residents will
regain access to electricity.

In Hsihseng Township, re-
spective department officials

Photos show the restoration of street light the progress of electrification works. PHOTO: U GYI DEYEL (STAFF OFFICER/IPRD)

and security personnel are col-
laborating with social organi-

i BEIDA =

zations and locals to carry out
rehabilitation activities. — Nay

Min (Hsihseng)/MKKS

Illegal goods seized in various
states/regions

UNDER the supervision of
the Illegal Trade Eradication
Steering Committee, legal
action is being taken against
illicit trading nationwide.
During inspections on 17
and 18 May, a combined team
overseen by the Customs De-
partment seized 53,762.08 kilo-
grammes of PVC-coated cop-
per wire from India, differing
from the Import Declaration
(ID), and four sets of Hua Du
plane cutting machines from
China without an Import Li-
cence. These were valued at
K310.34 million and were found
in five containers at the Asia
World Port Terminal contain-
er checkpoint. Additionally,
at the Mayanchaung perma-
nent checkpoint, a Mitsubishi

Fuso truck (approximately
worth K40 million) travelling
from Hpa-an to Yangon was
intercepted. It was carrying
140 Crazy bicycles from Chi-
na worth K16.8 million, which
were not declared in the ID.
These enforcement actions
were conducted in accordance
with Customs procedures.

In Pathein and Hinthada
Districts, a total of 8.475 tonnes
ofillegal timbers worth K3.823
million was seized, and action
was taken under the Forest
Law.

On 19 May, on-duty teams
impounded a Jin Bei mini-bus
(estimated value of K37 mil-
lion) travelling from Kyaukme
to Mandalay, carrying four
types of goods worth K10.46

million. These included 950
safety helmets from China
without official documents
at the 16™-Mile Kyaukchaw
checkpoint. At the Shwegyin
checkpoint, a Yutong bus (es-
timated value of K45 million)
travelling from Myitkyina to
Mandalay was stopped. It was
carrying nine types of goods
worth K22.579 million, includ-
ing 555 kilogrammes of dispos-
able plastic boxes from China
without official documents.
The action was taken under
Customs procedures.

The Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee re-
ported ten arrests were made
on 17, 18, and 19 May, with an
estimated value of K486 mil-
lion. — MNA/MKKS

Counter-argument to
false information

Media spreads misinformation:
Security forces detain over 100
residents in Yesakyo
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The screenshot valiadate false claims.

Confiscated illegal items in different states and regions.

THE malicious media posted
misinformation status on social
networks, alleging that the se-
curity forces detained over 100
residents of Yesakyo Township.

According to a security offi-
cial, a conscientious local report-
ed to the security forces that the
PDF terrorists were residing in
Zeetaw, Kyaukhtet and Thaedaw
villages of Yesakyo Township on
17 May, and the security forces

conducted security measures.
Meanwhile, terrorists launched
attacks using homemade weap-
ons, leaving homes incinerat-
ed. During the counterattack of
security forces, they retreated,
and their arms and ammunition
were seized.

In this regard, fake news
was reportedly spread through
malicious media, defaming the
security forces. — MNA/KTZH
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Form 8 certified wooden and chopped items were shown on auction
on 19 September 2022 with competitive price bidding in Tamu, Sagaing
Region.

MoNREC to auction
wooden items,
charcoal, and teak
furniture components

THE Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Environmental
Conservation has announced
that wooden items, charcoal, and
components of teak furniture will
be put up for auction.

The auction will feature var-
ious items, including 0.222 tonne
of chopped gum-kino and 40.9
tonnes of coal from the Htanta-
bin Township Forest Department.
Additionally, teak doors and door
pieces, sewing machine tables
and drawers weighing 37.7132

tonnes, and other wooden items
weighing 1.6566 tonnes will be
available for auction. Further-
more, 28.16 cubic tonnes of char-
coal in 220 bags will be sold.

The auction is scheduled
to take place at noon on 27 May
in the compound of the Forest
Department in Insein Township,
Yangon.

Applicants are required to in-
spect the items personally three
days prior to the auction day. —
TWA/TMT

Electrical equipment procurement

to follow tender system

THE Ministry of Transport
and Communications has an-
nounced that Myanma Rail-
ways will procure electrical
equipment through a tender
system for the installation
and construction of trans-
formers at the Mahlwagon
bridge frame factory and the
Setsan staff housing.

The items to be procured
through the tender system

include two types of 350 kVA
Diesel Engine Generator
(Sound Proof) generators, 18
types of electrical equipment
such as CU/PVC/Insulated
Only Wire 1Cx6mm?2 (100M/
Coil), and 21 types of CU/
PVC/PVC Wire (Single) 7/.064
(100Yds/Coil), along with ten
types of Power Electrical
Equipment (21) CU/XLPE/
CTS/PVC-Triplex (CVT) 3C

X 95mm?.

Individual entrepreneurs
can obtain tender forms from
20 May at the Supply Depart-
ment of Myanma Railway
located at the intersection
of Merchant Street and 51
Street in Botahtaung Town-
ship. The deadline for sub-
mitting tender forms is 20
June. — TWA/MKKS

The photo shows Ministry of Transport and Communications office building in Nay Pyi Taw.

Mol announces purchase of local
cotton through tender system

THE Ministry of Industry has
announced that local surplus cot-
ton will be purchased through
a tender system. The ministry
intends to purchase 2.9 million
visses of Grade A cotton and
100,000 visses of Grade C cotton
for its cotton gins. -
Currently, the ministry is
reportedly providing loans of d
K200,000 per acre for cotton ) ’
cultivation. Cotton is considered ) ’ X
an essential commodity and is
primarily grown in the Magway,
Mandalay, and Sagaing regions.
Cotton wool comes out from
November to mid-April. Addition-
ally, authorities have prohibited
the hoarding of cotton crops to

~ .
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J

manipulate or increase market
prices. — TWA/TMT

The photo shows cotton production from a cotton gin.

Public Notice

The Anti-Corruption Commission has established corrup-
tion prevention units within ministries to curb corruption

effectively.

prevention to be fixed.

in the operations.

Anti-Corruption Commission

Answer “1111” to fight against corruption
Answer “1111” to improve services

The ACC used SMS on mobile phones to ask the public
who sought services at an office of the department of the
relevant ministries via Short Code No “1111” for feedback,
including the public feedback programme (PFP).

According to the PFE, the proper replies of the citizens via
Short Code No “1111” will provide the quality of services
of each department and the requirements for corruption

Therefore, the public should reply to the questions of the
ACC and corruption prevention units of the ministries
via SMS at short code “1111”. Such doing is a supportive
measure for PFP, and the people are urged to cooperate
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YGN palm oil wholesale
reference rate dips for week
ending 26 May

THE wholesale reference rate of
palm oil for the Yangon market
was set lower a bit to K5,200 per
viss this week ending 26 May
from K5,220 per viss ending 19
May, according to the Supervi-
sory Committee on edible oil
import and distribution.

The Supervisory Commit-
tee on Edible Oil Import and
Distribution under the Ministry
of Commerce has been closely
observing the FOB prices in
Malaysia and Indonesia, add-
ing transport costs, tariffs and
banking services to decide the

wholesale market reference
rate for edible oil on a weekly
basis.

Nonetheless, the market
price is higher than the refer-
ence price.

To control overcharging,
the Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment under the Ministry of Com-
merce informed the consumers
of lodging the complaints for
overcharging through the call
centre’s hotline in late August.
The department urged consum-
ers not to buy palm oil at high
prices.

The Committee notified
that any person who is involved
in raising price and hoarding oil
storage to attempt market ma-
nipulation will face legal action
under the Essential Goods and
Services Law.

The department is working
together with the Myanmar Oil
Dealers’ Association and the
cooking oil importing companies
to offer affordable rates of im-
ported palm oil for consumers.

The complaints for over-
charging can be lodged over
hotline 1535 of the call centre of

Vendors are arranging cooking oil for sale in the market.

the Consumers Affairs Depart-
ment or sent to the Facebook
page of the department and the
region and state departments
concerned.

Oil dealers have to avoid

sale of blended cooking oil for
the sake of consumers not to
face health problems triggered
by unlimited adulteration of
cooking oils in various types —
NN/EM

China leads imports of Myanmar’s

broken rice in April

CHINA is the top country im-
porting Myanmar’s broken
rice, with over 26,000 tonnes
in April of the current financial
year 2024-2025. Belgium follows
this with over 24,000 tonnes and
Spain with over 10,600 tonnes,
Myanmar Rice Federation’s
statistics showed. Myanmar
ships over 110,000 tonnes ofrice
to external markets in April.
Myanmar’s rice and bro-
ken rice exports through sea-
borne trade reached 111,462
tonnes, and 400 tonnes were de-
livered at the border; according
to statistics released by the My-
anmar Rice Federation (MRF).
The federation aims to
achieve over two million tonnes
of rice exports in the 2024-2025
financial year (April-March),
bagging 1.1 billion US dollars.
Myanmar primarily exports
rice to European countries.
The federation will make ef-
forts to export premium rice
to China, Indonesia, and the
Philippines at reasonable pric-

vessel at Yangon Port.

es, according to an official of
the MRE.

The federation aims to
achieve 2.5 million tonnes of
rice export in the FY 2023-2024,
generating earnings of one
billion dollars. However, rice
exports fell short of the target
with 1.6 million tonnes worth
$845 million.

The Central Bank of Myan-
mar’s monetary policy to con-
trol export earnings impeded

Export rice bags seen being loaded onto the overseas-going merchant

rice exports, hurting exporters
financially. The EI Nino weath-
er condition also hampered
rice export, the president of
the Myanmar Rice Federation
affirmed.

Myanmar exported
2,261,203 tonnes of rice and
broken rice to foreign trade
partners in the past 2022-2023
FY (April-March), with an esti-
mated value of $853.472 million.
— NN/EM
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New mobile pay system
for toll collection on
Thanlyin Bridge 3

FROM PAGE-1

Thanlyin Bridge No 1 was
built in 1993. Due to the increas-
ing number of vehicles passing
through it daily, the Ministry of
Construction began the con-
struction of Thanlyin Bridge No
3 in 2019 with assistance from
Japan, aiming to facilitate the
flow of commodities.

Upon completion, the con-

T i

‘:.' l‘l",m“

struction will alleviate traffic
jams on Thanlyin Bridge No
1 and, with the increase in
domestic and foreign busi-
nesses in the Thilawa Special
Economic Zone, the socio-eco-
nomic lives of the residents of
Thanlyin, Kyauktan, Kayan, and
Thongwa townships, including
Yangon, will improve. — ASH/
TKO

with us/ Hot Line :

An aerial view of the construction progress of the Thanlyin Bridge 3.

09 255597511
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OPINION

Avoid using mobile
phones while driving
to save lives

O ensure the safety of passengers and all road users, it is

I crucial for drivers to avoid using mobile phones while driving,

The perception must be clear: using a mobile phone while
driving significantly increases the risk of fatal traffic accidents.

When drivers use mobile phones, their control over the vehicle
is compromised, regardless of their driving skills. This distrac-
tion prevents them from being fully aware of their surroundings,
heightening the likelihood of collisions. Authorities continually
emphasize the dangers of distracted driving, urging adherence
to traffic rules and regulations.

The Yangon Region Private Transport Committee (YRTC)
has issued a press release highlighting the risks associated with
using mobile phones while driving. They encourage the public to
report drivers of YBS buses who smoke or use mobile phones while
driving. Offending drivers will face a fine of K30,000. Currently, ap-
proximately 3,800 buses from
131 bus lines serve about 1.6
million passengers daily in the
Yangon Region.

Statistics from the YRTC
indicate that about 14 people
die in Yangon due to traffic
accidents each year. To ad-
dress this, authorities have
implemented a “quick win”
project, imposing a K30,000
fine on drivers who violate
traffic regulations. Despite
these measures, many bus
drivers in Yangon still strug-
gle to adhere to these rules.

Globally, traffic accidents
are often caused by high-
speed driving, reckless behav-
iour such as drunk driving,
mental health issues, mechan-
ical failures, and the neglect of
traffic laws. The World Health
Organization’s 2023 report re-
vealed that traffic accidents
claim approximately two lives
every second worldwide, to-
talling around 1.19 million
fatalities annually. This stark
statistic underscores the need
for drivers to prioritize human life and safety while providing
transportation services.

Research has shown that drivers who frequently send text
messages are significantly more likely to be involved in traffic
accidents compared to those who refrain from texting while driv-
ing. Therefore, it is imperative for all drivers to avoid using mobile
phones to ensure the safety of everyone on the road.

The message is clear: to save lives and reduce traffic accidents,
drivers must avoid using mobile phones while driving. Adhering to
this principle will help create safer roads for all. Calling a phone
while driving is very dangerous. Using mobile phones while driv-
ing vehicles at 60 miles per hour is the most likely to cause traffic
collisions. A traffic accident in a few seconds may bring terrible
social and economic losses to the losers and society. As such, all
drivers need to understand the threatening life of passengers in
vehicles if they violate basic driving norms.

|
The message is clear: to
save lives and reduce traffic
accidents, drivers must avoid
using mobile phones while
driving. Adhering to this
principle will help create
safer roads for all. Calling a
phone while driving is very
dangerous. Using mobile
phones while driving
vehicles at 60 miles per hour
is the most likely to cause
traffic collisions. A traffic
accident in a few seconds
may bring terrible social and
economic losses to the losers
and society. As such, all
drivers need to understand
the threatening life of
passengers in vehicles if they

violate basic driving normes.
|

ITH a view to enhanc-
ing Myanmar-China
media cooperation

and deepening Swe-Myo-Pauk-
Phaw friendship, Myanmar’s
media delegation was cordial-
ly invited to visit the capital,
Beijing, and Kunming City, a
commercial hub of Yunnan
Province of the People’s Re-
public of China. The Myanmar
media delegation comprising
ten representatives from nine
media: MITV, The Global New
Light of Myanmar, Myawady,
Sky Net, Swe Myo Pauk Phaw
magazine, The Standard Time
Daily, Myanmar Golden Phoenix
newspaper, Vidya and Monnect
Group attended the New Media
workshop in China from 22 to 28
April 2024. The China Foreign
Languages Publishing Adminis-
tration organized the workshop
(also called the China Centre for
International Communication
Development (CCICD)) under
the guidance of the Embassy of
the People’s Republic of China
to Myanmar. That workshop
emphasized media cooperation
and digital media transforma-
tion to empower the content
creator, media companies and
consumers with innovative tools
and platforms, cultural exchange
and mutual understanding.
The Myanmar Media dele-
gation also visited the Temple
of Heaven in Beijing on 23 April.
That massive complex of magnif-
icent buildings is one of the top
tourist destinations in Beijing,
and it has historical facts, amaz-
ing architecture, symbolism, and
numerology.
A brief introduction to the
Temple of Heaven: animpe-
rial sacrificial altarin Beijing
The dignified complex of
temples is set in gardens and
surrounded by historic pine
woods. Visitors can visit three
historic sites in the park: the Hall
of Prayer for Good Harvests, The
Imperial Vault of Heaven and the
Circular Mound Altar. While vis-
iting the Temple of Heaven, tour-
ists can experience the grand
praying ceremony of ancient em-
perors and observe impressive
arts and crafts, the unique Echo
Wall and the triple sound stones.
The Temple of Heaven in Beijing
is a masterpiece of ancient Chi-
nese culture, architecture and
landscape design. The entrance
fee varies depending on peak
season or off-season. All four
gates are accessible by public

transportation. Senior citizens
over 60 years old with senior cit-
izen privilege cards or related
documents are free of charge,
like most of China’s parks.

All the buildings share spe-
cific architectural details using
circles and squares, with cir-
cles representing Heaven and
squares representing Earth.

It was constructed in 1420
and used to be the palace where
emperors of the Ming and Qing
dynasties worshipped the God
of Heaven and offered sacrifices
to pray for bumper harvests and
favourable rain. Most structures

New Media Workshop delivers
key messages, good insights

we see today were constructed in
the Qing Dynasty in compliance
with the layout system set in
the Jianjing’s reign of the Ming
Dynasty.

The compound wall was
built in a semi-circle in the north
and a square in the south. Sur-
rounded by double annular walls,
the Temple of Heaven is divided
into an inner part and an outer
part. The whole area is 273 hec-
tares. In the inner part, ancient
architectural complexes, includ-
ing the Hall of Prayer for Good
Harvests, the Circular Mound
Altar, the Imperial Vault of Heav-

en and the Abstinence Palace
which served as a residence for
the emperors during the period
of abstinence before the ritu-
als, as well as the Danbi Bridge
(Red Stairway Bridge) the Long
Corridor, the Seven-Star Stones,
and the Nine-dragon Cypress,
among others can be found. The
main structure in the outer part
is the Divine Music Administra-
tion, where the musicians and
dancers rehearsed ritual music
for ceremonies during the Ming
and Qing dynasties.

The Temple of Heaven is one
of the ancient Chinese temples

of its kind that still stands with
supreme status, integrity and
characteristics. In 1961, it was
designated a “State Priority Pro-
tected Site’, and in 1998, it was
inscribed on the World Herit-
age List. In 2007, it was listed
among the national AAAAA
scenic areas in China,
and in 2009, it was
listed among
the national
model scenic
areas.

ARTICLE

J

The Hall of Prayer for Good
Harvests

When we entered the com-
plex, we could see the Long Cor-
ridor extending 1,148 feet long and
16 feet wide. The corridor is a

g popular gathering place for peo-

ple to sit and read or hang out
with friends. The senior cit-
izens also play board
games. It is a
spot for daily
exercises and
dancing groups.
Walking
along

o
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Travelling through history: Myanmar media delegation's visit to Temple of Heaven on 23 April 2024 .

the corridor, it leads up to the
Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests,
which sits atop three levels of mar-
ble stone base. We felt amazed at
the iconic structure. The build-
ing is constructed with only wood.
The original building of the Qing
Dynasty was built in 1420, but a
fire burned it down. It was recon-
structed 150 years ago. The four
columns along the inner circle rep-
resent the four seasons (spring,
summer; autumn and winter), and
the 12 columns along the middle
circle represent 12 months. All the
buildings have dark blue rooftiles,
representing Heaven.
There is a famous
tree called the Nine
Dragon Juniper. It was
named after the groves
in the tree’s trunks,
which looked like nine
dragons wreathing up
towards the sky. There is
a small pavilion for snacks
and souvenirs.
Danbi Bridge

&
S

Danbi Bridge is a 360-me-
tre-long and 30-metre-wide ave-
nue, extending from the Circular
Mound Altar to the Hall of Prayer
for Good Harvests.

Lingxing Gates

These gates are made of
white marble in the specialized
gate form for the surrounding
walls of ancient altars, similar to
the monumental archway. The
outer and inner surrounding
walls of the Circular Mound are
each equipped with four groups
of gates, each group with three
gates, totalling 24 Linxing gates,
known as “Cloud Gates Towering
Like Jades”.

Imperial Vault of Heaven

From the Hall of Prayer

e SR for Good Harvests, one
._.\.'\K’ .

R can catch a glimpse

— e of the structure:

"“‘_ ~ the Imperial

\‘\'\4‘ Vault of Heav-

en, a small- er circular

building con-  structed with
crossbeams. The marble stone
base is surrounded by a circular
wall known as the Echo Wall. It is

Architectural splendor of Chinese temples draws homegrown visitors and tourists (Top). Mesmerizing view of Imperial Circular Mound Altar on three marvel terraces with majestic stairway (Above).

considered that if one speaks into
it, another one on opposite ends of
the wall can hear.
Circular Mound Altar

The Circular Mound Altar
is an open, three-layered circu-
lar stone altar. The number nine
represents the Emperor, so the
balusters and steps are related
to the number nine. At the very
centre of the altar is a round slate
(the Heart of Heaven) where the
Emperor prayed for favourable
weather. Nine circles of stones sur-
rounded it. Some visitors stood in
line to pray at the Hall of Prayer
for Good Harvests.
Heavenly Centre Stone

As the surface of the up-
permost terrace of the Circular
Mound is paved with nine concen-
tric rings of stone slabs, the round
stone slab in the centre is called
the Heavenly Centre Stone. It is
surrounded from the inside to the
outside by nine stones in the first
ring, 18 in the second, and up to
81 in the ninth ring, symbolizing
the Nine Heavens. If one speaks
standing on the Heavenly Centre
Stone, your voice will become par-
ticularly resonant and sonorous.
The Hall of Abstinence

Then, we got to the Hall of
Abstinence. It was believed to be
a special place for the Emperor to
retreat and fast before the perfor-
mance of sacrificial worshipping at
the temple. The visit to the Temple
of Heaven is a truly unforgettable
experience to explore the essence
of ancient philosophy, historical
facts, and ancient Chinese archi-
tecture and design. It is worth
visiting for a culturally enriching
experience.

TO BE CONTINUED
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Shwepyitha man’s laundry basket
air cooler draws public attention

A man from Shwepyitha town-
ship, Yangon Region, has made
an air cooler out of a plastic
clothing bin that has attracted
the attention of many people.

The innovator is Ko Win
Moe Kyaw, who made the air
cooler from the clothing bin he
used at home.

“I made it with my own
idea and found it practical. So,
I wish other people could use
the same thing and offer it. Be-
cause it is usable, people order

it. Some people make enquiries,
and some place orders. A lot of
people are interested. They are
ordering more than before,”
he said.

After buying and washing
used electric fans and other
accessories, he puts them all
in alaundry basket to make an
air cooler that can be used with
AC or DC power.

“The air cooler I made is
similar to the imported ones,
which look smarter. There are

some requirements in my cool-
er as I have just started assem-
bling it. But, its cooling capacity
is quite high. Right now, I am
using clothing bins. We can
use ice boxes. However, plas-
tic baskets are stronger and
can withstand rough handling. I
am making this air cooler with
readily available things,” he
explained. Prices are K50,000
for DC to DC, K55,000 for AC
to DC and K60,000 for AC/DC.
— Thit Taw/ZN

Clothing bin air cooler innovated by Ko Win Moe Kyaw.

18 deaths in YBS accidents reported

from January to mid-May

FROM January to 15 May 2024,
there were 32 YBS accidents,
leaving 18 dead, according to
statistics released by the Yan-
gon Region Public Transport
Committee (YRTC).
Thirty-seven were wound-
ed in these accidents. Of these
accidents, there were seven
deaths and four injuries in
pedestrian accidents and two
deaths from falling out of the
bus. There were three injuries

and four deaths in collisions
with bicycles, five injuries and
two deaths in collisions with
motorcycles, one injury and
two deaths in collisions with
taxis, 15 injuries and one death
in collision with private cars
and nine injuries in crashes
with street lampposts.

In order to regulate YBS
buses to run in accordance
with traffic rules, inspections
have been carried out in the re-

YBS collided with a box truck in Dagon Myothit (East) Township in

Yangon Region on 30 January 2024.

gion on a daily basis, based at
16 bus stops, along with eight
combined teams comprised of
three districts. From 1 Janu-
ary to 15 May 2024, monthly
violations of traffic rules by
YBS companies were 23,892
cases, said YRTC joint secre-
tary U Lyan Cing Mang.

From January to May,
YRTC recorded and took ac-
tion against 22,417 cases: 453
cases were exceeding limit-
ed speed, 140 cases were not
driving in compliance with
the specified route, 301 cases
were complaints, 209 cases
were overtaking, 143 cases
were running a red light, 91
cases were reckless driving,
99 were other cases, 35 cases
were prolonged stops, three
cases were complaints from
Facebook, and one case was
unethical behaving.

YRTC has also taken ac-
tion against buses for violating
rules, having driver assistants,
and overcharging. — MT/ZS

Kids also succumb to
heat stroke, not just
older people

association’s official.

Similarly, there are cases
where people suffer heat stroke
at home and suffocate due to
extreme heat as they don’t get
enough air.

“According to our associa-
tion’s doctor, when it comes to
having a heat stroke, go near
the window and take a breath
deeply, drink two bottles of oral
rehydration solution, put a wet
cloth on your forehead, take a
bath if the body temperature
didn’t fall, and take sweet,” he
said.

Not only those who are out-
side in the sunlight but also
those who are working in shady
areas can suffer heat stroke.
That is why it is best to go to
the clinic or hospital as soon as
possible if it is in an emergen-
cy state, and the patient may
die if medical treatment is not
provided. — MT/ZS

THIS summer, not only adults
but also children also died from
heat stroke, according to a so-
cial relief association.

All ages suffer from heat
stroke, and older people tend
to suffer. Still, recently, even
children with high fever and
low oxygen levels suffocated
and died, according to the Shw-
egon Yeikmon social relief as-
sociation.

“Not only older people, but
children also suffer heat stroke
recently. It happens mostly in
cities with extremely high tem-
peratures. Children had high
fevers, fit, low oxygen levels,
suffocation and blue discolour-
ation of the skin. It is because
of weak immunity. In some cas-
es, parents thought the child
was sleeping but were found
dead in the morning. It isn’t
very pleasant. The main cause
is heat-related. We need to be
aware of it in time,” said the

Shwegon Yeikmon social relief association sends a heat stoke patient to
the hospital.

The Global New Light of Myanmar

Ww .gnlm.




21 MAY 2024

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

www.gnlm.com.mm

LIFESTYLE

WORLD

Online reservations begin
for Mt Fuji climbers to
ease congestion

ONLINE reservations were
introduced Monday for visitors
climbing Mt Fuji on the most
commonly used trail situated in
Yamanashi Prefecture to ease
congestion, with local authorities
set to start charging 2,000 yen
($13) when the trail opens this
summer.

Bookings can be made on
the official website for climbing
Mt Fuji, which is operated by
the prefecture and other stake-
holders, until the day before
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Supplied photo shows the online
reservation website for climbing
Mt Fuji's Yoshida Trail on the
Yamanashi Prefecture side of the
mountain. PHOTO: KYODO

the climb.

The Yoshida Trail on the
Yamanashi Prefecture side of
the 3,776-metre mountain is
usually open from 1 July to
10 September. The prefecture
accepts a maximum of 4,000
climbers per day and 3,000
slots will be available via on-
line booking.

The remaining slots will
be available on the day of the
climb, with the fee collected at
the site. Climbers reserving
online will receive a QR code
via email that they must scan
at the 5" station of the trail.
They will be given an identifi-
cation wristband.

Designated as a UNESCO
World Cultural Heritage site
in 2013, Japan’s highest peak,
straddling Yamanashi and Shi-
zuoka prefectures, is a popular
tourist destination in Japan.

Yamanashi Prefecture will
set up a gate this summer at
the 5% station to close the trail
between 4 pm and 3 am except
for those who have made prior
reservations to stay overnight
in huts. Local authorities are
seeking to deter “bullet climb-
ing,” or the attempt to reach
the summit and return without
staying the night near the top.
— Kyodo

US actor Dennis Quaid, US actress Margaret Qualley, French director Coralie Fargeat and US actress Demi
Moore (from L to R) arrive for the screening of the film “The Substance” at the 77" edition of the Cannes
Film Festival in Cannes, southern France, on 19 May 2024. PHOTO: XINHUA

Hollywood icons Costner and Demi
Moore make Cannes comeback

TWO Hollywood legends made
their comeback at the Cannes
Film Festival on Sunday, as
Kevin Costner launched his
sprawling self-funded Western
and Demi Moore returned in
a gore-filled body horror flick.
The star-studded premieres
arrived midway through the
world’s most famous movie
festival, where “Emilia Perez”
— amusical about a transgen-
der drug lord, starring Selena
Gomez — is currently the talk
of the town.

Epic Western “Horizon,
an American Saga” is a pas-
sion project for Costner, who
told AFP he had started work-
ing on the screenplay in 1988.

Despite having enor-
mous success with Westerns,
including the Oscar-winning
“Dances with Wolves”, “Open
Range” and television’s “Yel-
lowstone”, he could not find
a studio willing to fund his
script.

“But I loved it and so I
decided I would write four,

which is very American of me
— insane,” said Costner, who
bankrolled the project himself.

The first film premiered
at Cannes on Sunday in a
special screening outside the
main Palme d’Or competition.
A second film has also been
shot, and both will launch glob-
ally in theatres this summer.
“Horizon” follows multiple
characters and storylines on
the violent frontier, as Europe-
ans establish settlements on
Native American land. — AFP

Modern design breathes new life into

Museum inaugurated

traditional Chinese clothing

IF you ask Gen Z what the current fashion craze in China
is, “new Chinese style” will probably be a quick answer.
After gaining immense popularity during this year’s Spring
Festival, the organic blend of traditional Chinese aesthetics
and modern style continues to charm hearts during the
spring and summer seasons, becoming a new buzzword
in the domestic consumer market.

New Chinese-style clothing is typically defined as attire
that seamlessly integrates traditional Chinese elements
with contemporary styling. It not only encapsulates tradi-
tional aesthetics and cultural heritage but also integrates
materials, techniques, and technologies stemming from
modern science.

On social media platforms like Douyin and Xiaohong-
shu, the “new Chinese style” remains a fervent topic of
discussion. E-commerce data from short video platform
Kuaishou showed that in the first quarter of this year, orders
for products of “new Chinese style” increased by 700 per

cent compared to the same period last year, while orders
for Han Chinese clothing increased by nearly 300 per cent.

“Our orders are booked six months in advance, with
a compound annual growth rate of over 100 per cent in
revenue,” said Lin Qi, inheritor of the craftsmanship for
making horse-faced skirts and the founder of a clothing
brand. The horse-faced skirt is a type of Hanfu featuring a
high and flat front and pleated sides that originated in the
Song Dynasty (960-1279) and prevailed in the Ming and Qing
Dynasties (1368-1911).

In 2016, Lin started creating unique horse-faced skirts,
initially selling only a dozen pieces in a year.

In just a few years, the annual sales volume of horse-
faced skirts her company made has soared to an impres-
sive 100,000 pieces. Reflecting on this remarkable growth,
Lin said, “The market has undergone notable changes.”
Currently, a significant portion of her clientele are young
people. — Xinhua

to provide tactile,
auditory experiences
for visually impaired
visitors

A museum was inaugurated Saturday in Bei-
jing to provide the visually impaired people
with tactile and auditory experiences. The
museum, with an exhibition area of about
1,050 square metres, displays over 700 ex-
hibits. Set within the China Braille Library,
it also features a section for popularizing
ophthalmology knowledge.

At the inauguration ceremony, Lai Wei,
head of China Braille Press, pledged efforts
to build the museum into a comprehensive
hub, encompassing an educational base, an
exhibition centre, and a centre for research,
exchange, and culture and leisure for the
visually impaired people. — Xinhua
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DESPITE the United States’
claims that the new tariffs on
Chinese products aim to protect
its workers and domestic busi-
nesses, both Chinese and foreign
experts doubt whether these
measures will truly benefit the
US manufacturing sector.
Earlier this week, the White
House unveiled new tariffs on a
variety of imports from China,
including electric vehicles (EVs),
lithium batteries, photovoltaic
cells, critical minerals, semicon-
ductors, steel and aluminum.
Wang Honglin, a research

Latest tariff hikes - oM
revitalize US manufacturing

.
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sector: experts

fellow at the China Academy of
Financial Research, Shanghai
Jiaotong University, expressed
scepticism about whether higher
tariffs on Chinese goods would
rejuvenate the US manufacturing

sector.

High tariffs could negatively
impact US manufacturing firms
by diminishing their incentive
to streamline production costs
and enhance product quality, he

L vl

told Xinhua in a recent inter-
view, adding that consequently,
domestically produced goods
might struggle to compete inter-
nationally, ultimately jeopardizing
the longevity of US businesses

This photo taken on 15 February
2023 shows a factory of Chinese
electric vehicle (EV) maker Li Auto
Incin Changzhou, east China’s
Jiangsu Province. PHOTO:
XINHUA

in a fiercely competitive global
market.

Among the more than a doz-
en categories of newly-targeted
Chinese goods, tariffs on Chinese

EV imports will rise to 100 per
cent this year.

“While American EV compa-
nies may experience temporary
success in the domestic market,
they risk eventual obsolescence
due to their inability to match the
competitiveness of their Chinese
counterparts on a global scale,”
Wang warned.

“Tariff walls do nothing to
improve the competitiveness of
US domestic carmakers. Worse, it
creates a security blanket and ex-
tends the life of their gas-powered
vehicles,” said Bill Russo, founder
& CEO of Automobility Limited,
a Shanghai-based strategy and
investment advisory firm.

Furthermore, solar cell im-
ports will face a 50-per-cent tariff
increase, certain Chinese steel
and aluminum products will see
tariffs rise to 25 per cent this year,
while semiconductor tariffs will
escalate to 50 per cent by 2025.

Hu Jie, a professor at the
Shanghai Advanced Institute of
Finance, believes that the latest
tariff hikes targeting Chinese
products could have a greater
impact on American businesses
and consumers. —Xinhua

Economists maintain positive outlook on
Malaysia’s GDP growth

ECONOMISTS maintained their
positive outlook on Malaysia’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth on Monday, after the
country’s GDP exceeded expec-
tations at 4.2 per cent.
Maybank Investment Bank
said in a note that given the first
quarter growth performance, it
raised Malaysia’s 2024 and 2025
real GDP growth forecasts to 4.7
per cent (from 4.4 per cent) and
5.1 per cent (from five per cent).
According to the research
house, key revisions are in the
projections for gross fixed capital
formation on stronger private in-
vestment and public investments
that feed into upgrades in growth
forecasts for construction and
imports of goods and services.
These revisions reflect
growing momentum in the re-
alization of robust approved
private sector investment over
the past three years, which led
to higher construction activities
in the non-residential buildings/
structures and increase in cap-
ital expenditure for machinery

A cargo ship cruises towards the North port in Port Klang, on the
outskirts of Kuala Lumpur on 19 January 2024. PHOTO BY MOHD

RASFAN/ AFP

and equipment, thus imports
of capital goods.

Kenanga Research, on the
other hand, maintained Malay-
sia’s 2024 GDP growth forecast
at 4.5 per cent to five per cent,
driven by solid domestic de-
mand and sustained expansion
in manufacturing and services
sectors.

According to the research
house, this outlook is supported
by strong growth in the services

sector, driven by resilient do-
mestic demand. Furthermore,
an increase in tourist arrivals
and a healthy labour market,
would significantly support the
growth trajectory.

It also foresees a significant
recovery in the export-orient-
ed industries later this year,
particularly with a potential
upturn in the technology cycle,
especially in the second half.
— Xinhua

NEWS IN
BRIEF

month in April

Malaysia's car sales down 18% on

MALAYSIA'S total car sales fell 18 per cent to 57,991 units in April
from 71,052 units in March, Malaysian Automotive Association
(MAA) said Monday. The MAA said in a release that the lower
car sales were because of short working month due to Hari Raya
festive holidays. On a year-on-year comparison, car sales increased
by 21 per cent from 47,802 units a year ago.

From January to April, the total car sales stood at 260,236
units, up eight per cent from 240,417 unitsa year earlier.— Xinhua

Thailand’s economic growth slows
to1.5%in Q1

THAILAND'S economy expanded 1.5 per cent in the first quarter
of 2024 from a year earlier, driven by the tourism sector and
private consumption, the country’s economic planning agency
said on Monday.

The gross domestic product (GDP) in the January-March
period slowed from a 1.7-per-cent growth in the previous quarter
duetodeclinesin publicinvestment, government spending and
merchandise exports, according to the datareleased by the Office
of the National Economicand Social Development Council (NES-
DC).Onaquarterly basis, the economy grew a seasonally adjusted
1.1per centin the first three months of this year, rebounding from
arevised 04 per cent drop in the October-December quarter, the
NESDC said in a statement. —Xinhua
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A jeweller arranges gold bars at his shop in downtown Kuwait City on 20 May 2024.
The price of gold hit a record high on 20 May, as the shock death of Iranian President

Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter crash boosted support for the precious metal seen as a haven
investment. PHOTO: AFP

Gold hits high as Iran shock
triggers haven support

THE price of gold hit a re-
cord high Monday as the
shock death of Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi
in a helicopter crash boost-
ed support for the precious
metal seen as a haven in-
vestment.

Copper also struck
an all-time peak and sil-
ver jumped to the highest
level in more than 11 years
— with markets generally
gaining from a brighter
economic outlook.

Gold had already hit a
series of record highs this
year.

Asian and Europe-
an stock markets began

the week higher, having
recently struck all-time
peaks along with indices
on Wall Street.

The metals are priced
in the dollar, which has
come under pressure re-
cently from expectations
that the US Federal Re-
serve will soon start to cut
interest rates as inflation
cools. Gold struck arecord
$2,450.07 an ounce Mon-
day, while copper’s all-time
high stood at $11,104 per
tonne.

Raisi was confirmed
dead on Monday after
search and rescue teams
found his crashed heli-

copter in a fog-shrouded
western mountain region,
sparking mourning in the
Islamic republic.

Foreign countries had
been closely following the
search at a time of high
regional tensions over the
Gaza war raging between
Israel and Hamas since 7
October.

“Gold and copper
have hit record highs,
(and) silver jumped to an
11-year high... after the
death of Iran’s president in
a helicopter crash,” noted
Neil Wilson, chief market
analyst at Finalto trading
group. — AFP

Vietnamese airlines use
environmentally-friendly aircraft to
realize net-zero emission targets

VIETNAMESE airlines have worked
hard to implement the net-zero emis-
sion targets by using new generation
aircraft in their operation, which are
more environmentally friendly thanks
to advanced technologies, Vietnam
News Agency reported Monday.

The national flag carrier Vietnam
(Airlines) will start operating wide-
body aircraft on routes between capital
Hanoi and the Chinese cities of Shang-
hai and Beijing, alongside Airbus A321,
from June this year.

Wide-body aircraft will be used for
all flights between Viet Nam’s south-
ern Ho Chi Minh City and Shanghai

from July.

The new generation aircraft have
integrated advanced technology that
helps reduce fuel consumption and
emissions, said the report.

According to the Science, Tech-
nology and Environment Department
under the Civil Aviation Authority of
Viet Nam, Vietnamese airlines are
actively completing documentation
to participate in the process of carbon
reduction and offsetting. Viet Nam
aims to transition to using 100 per cent
green energy, sustainable aviation fuel
for aircraft to minimize greenhouse
gas emissions. — Xinhua

MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND FINANCE
INTERNAL REVENUE DEPARTMENT

NOTICE TO FILE INCOME TAX RETURN, ANNUAL SALARY STATEMENT

1.

)]

AND ANNUAL COMMERCIAL TAX RETURN

Income Year or the Year in which Sale proceed or Receipt is accrued:
The period to file a tax return for the income year or the year in which sale
proceed or receipt is accrued (reporting period) is from April 1, 2023 to
March 31, 2024.

. Return Receiving Offices: Existing taxpayers have to file their returns at

the respective revenue offices where their taxation matters are assessed.
If the company which is not being a taxpayer yet, has to enter the IRD
website to register electronically by clicking “e-Registration Service Login
Here” pattern to get Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN). After receiving
TIN, e-Filing Management System and e-Payments System can be used.
For an individual who is not being a taxpayer yet, has to file the returns to
the respective township revenue offices.

. Ways to file the Return: Returns can be filed by either of the following

three ways -

(a) Filing in person: In the case of filing a return in person, the return is
considered filed on the date it is stamped as received by the department.

(b) Filing by mail: In the case of filing a return by mail, the return is
considered filed on the date of the postmark.

(c) Filing by electronic system: In the case of filing a return by electronic
system, the return is considered filed on the date it is received
electronically by the Department. If that date falls on public holidays,
it will be deemed to have been received on the following business day.
Electronic Filing means the process of filing a tax return electronically,
using the online software (E-Filing Management System). The user
guide video files on how to register an account for using e-Filing
Management System and how to submit an electronic tax return by
using the system can be found on the Internal Revenue Department’s
Website at www.ird.gov.mm.

(Note: The taxpayers from Large Taxpayers’ Offices and Medium
Taxpayers’ Offices are required to file their tax returns electronically.)

. The process of completing a tax return: The following are required-

(a) The tax return forms specified by the Internal Revenue Department
shall be used; respective forms are available at www.ird.gov.mm and
the respective revenue offices.

(b) Since taxpayers are responsible for the accuracy and completeness
of their tax returns, it is necessary to be filled out completely and
correctly.

(c) The return form must be signed and submitted by the taxpayer himself.
If the tax return or part of it, is prepared for a fee, the person who
prepared it must also sign the return.

(d) Itis required for the new corporate taxpayer to send taxpayer’s signature
(original) to the respective revenue offices without fail when using the
e-Filing Management System to submit tax return.

. Due Date of Submission: July 1, 2024 (Monday)
. Penalties: If a taxpayer fails to submit tax returns on time is liable to higher

of the following two fines;

(a) Five percent of the amount of tax payable, plus one percent of the
amount of tax payable for each month or part of a month during which
the failure continues to be submitted from the date fixed for submission
until the time of assessment by the Director General.

(b) K 100,000

. Taxpayer Rights: Taxpayers can apply to the respective revenue office

in advance to extend the time limit prescribed for filing a tax return if it is
difficult to do so on time due to various reasons.

. Enquiries: If there are any unclear points, enquiries can be made at the

respective revenue offices and please contact the following Taxpayer
Service Offices for further questions;
(a) Centralised Taxpayer Service Unit
No. 128/132, 2" floor & 3 floor, Pansodan Street (Middle Block),
Kyauktada Township, Yangon
Ph: 01-8389311, 01-8389322
(b) Taxpayer Service Unit (Nay Pyi Taw)
Building No. 46, Internal Revenue Department, Nay Pyi Taw.
Ph: 067-3430522, 067-3430544
(c) Taxpayer Service Unit (Mandalay)
65" Street, between 22" and 23 Streets, Aung Myae Tharzan
Township, Mandalay.
Ph: 02-4030192, 02-4030637, 02-4030638, 02-4030639

Internal Revenue Department
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A decades-long UK scandal in
which thousands of people died
after being treated with infected
blood was covered up and largely
could have been avoided, found
a bombshell report published on
Monday.

More than 30,000 people
were infected with viruses such
as HIV and hepatitis after being
given contaminated blood be-
tween the 1970s and early 1990s,
the Infected Blood Inquiry con-
cluded.

More than 3,000 of them died
in what has been described as
the biggest treatment disaster
in the eight-decade history of the
state-run National Health Ser-
vice (NHS). The long-awaited re-
port, running at more than 2,500
pages, laid bare a “catalogue of
failures” with “catastrophic” con-
sequences for victims and their
loved ones. Authored by judge
Brian Langstaff, it found that
there were deliberate attempts
to conceal the scandal, includ-
ing evidence that government

UK report finds decades-long infected

blood scandal was covered up

Demonstrators hold placards reading message related to the NHS infected blood scandal as Britain's Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak is questioned by Infected Blood Inquiry, in London, on 26 July 2023. PHOTO: AFP

officials destroyed documents in
1993. “Viewing the response of the
NHS and of government overall,

the answer to the question, ‘Was
there a cover-up?’ is that there
has been,” the report stated.

“Not in the sense of a handful
of people plotting in an orches-
trated conspiracy to mislead, but

in a way that was more subtle,
more pervasive and more chilling
in its implications. “In this way
there has been a hiding of much
of the truth,” it added.

Victims included those need-
ing blood transfusions for acci-
dents and in surgery, and those
suffering from blood disorders
such as haemophilia who were
treated with donated blood plas-
ma products. On top of the 3,000
who died, many more were left
with lifelong health problems.
Langstaff said that “the scale of
what happened is horrifying”.

“I'have to report that it could
largely, though not entirely, have
been avoided,” he concluded.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
is expected to express regret
when he speaks in parliament
later on Monday. A compensa-
tion package for victims and
their families, which is expect-
ed to be worth several billion
pounds (dollars), is due to be
announced by the government
on Tuesday. — AFP

Iran mourns president Raisi’s death
in helicopter crash

— N —

A picture shows wreckage at the crash site of a helicopter
transporting Iran’s President, his Foreign Minister, and othersin a
fog-covered mountainous area of Varzaghan in northwestern Iran on
20 May 2024. PHOTO: AFP

IRANIAN president Ebrahim
Raisi was confirmed dead on
Monday after search and res-
cue teams found his crashed
helicopter in a fog-shrouded
western mountain region,
sparking mourning in the Is-
lamic republic.

Supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, who has
ultimate authority in Iran, de-
clared five days of mourning
and assigned vice-president
Mohammad Mokhber, 68, to

assume interim duties ahead
of elections within 50 days.

Earlier Monday, state TV
announced that “the servant
of the Iranian nation, Ayatollah
Ebrahim Raisi, has achieved
the highest level of martyr-
dom” and broadcast pictures
from Raisi’s life as a voice re-
cited the Koran.

The ultraconservative
Raisi, 63, had been in office
since 2021, during a time that
has seen Iran rocked by mass

protests, economic crisis deep-
ened by US sanctions, and
armed exchanges with arch
enemy Israel.

Condolences flooded in
from Palestinian militant group
Hamas, Lebanon’s Hezbollah
and from Syria, all members of
the so-called Axis of Resistance
against Israel and its allies, at
a time of high Middle East
tensions over the Gaza war.
Khamenei had urged Iranians
Sunday, as the search was still
ongoing, to “not worry” about
the leadership of the Islamic
republic, saying “there will be
no disruption in the country’s
work”.

Killed alongside Raisi
were Foreign Minster Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, known for
his fierce anti-Israel sentiment
and scepticism of the West, and
seven others, including the pi-
lot, bodyguards and political
and religious officials.

Iran’s top nuclear negotia-
tor Ali Bagheri was appointed
as acting foreign minister, gov-
ernment spokesman Ali Ba-
hadori Jahromi said on state
television. — AFP

Indonesia’s Mount Ibu erupts again, sending
5 km of volcanic ash

IBU volcano in Indonesia’s Halmahera Island erupted again on
Monday, sending volcanic ash as high as 5,000 metres to its peak,
the Centre for Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation said
on Monday. The eruption occurred at 11:36 am local time for more
than two minutes, and the thick ash column leaned towards the
southwest and west, said Ibu Volcano Observation Post Officer
Ridwan Djalil. — Xinhua

Singapore, Pacific Island states to discuss
sustainable issues

OFFICIALS from Singapore and Pacific Island states exchange views
on climate change, sustainable development, and urban planning
during the 3 Singapore-Pacific High-Level Visit from Monday to
Wednesday in the city-state. Representatives from Cook Islands,
the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, and other island states will
visit the Marina Barrage, Singapore City Gallery, and Port Operations
Control Centre, according to a statement from the Foreign Ministry.
—Xinhua

Julian Assange wins High Court victory in
case against extradition to US

WIKILEAKS founder Julian Assange on Monday won a victory in
his battle against extradition from the United Kingdom (UK) to the
United States after the High Court in London granted him permission
to appeal. Assange had been granted permission to appeal only if
the US government was unable to provide the court with suitable
assurances that Assange is permitted torely on the first amendment

& (free speech) and is not prejudiced at trial.— Xinhua
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Myanmar advance
to quarterfinal in
ISTAF World Cup
2024

THE last match of the group in the
ISTAF World Cup 2024 took place in
Malaysia on 20 May when the Myanmar
team sailed into the quarterfinals in the
regu event.

Myanmar beat Japan 2-0 in the last
group match in the regu event. On 19
May, Myanmar won over India in the
first match of the group. So, Myanmar
secured the first position in the group
and advanced to the quarterfinals.

Matches of quarterfinals and sem-
ifinals will take place on 21 May. So,
Myanmar has to play against India in
the double regu event and Indonesia in
the regu event. — Shine Htet Zaw/TTA

the parents of the athletes.

Lin/TKO

THE Myanmar badminton team depart-
ed yesterday for the Badminton Asia
South East Asia (U-17 & U-15) Mixed
Team & Individual Event 2024, which will
be held in Vientiane, Laos, from 22 to 26
May. The team was seen off by President
of the Myanmar Badminton Federation
U Aung Paing, the Joint Secretary, and

The Myanmar badminton team
comprises administrator U Aung Khaing
Htwe, coach Daw Thwe Tah Oo, and eight
athletes. Teams from Laos, Cambodia,
Myanmar, Brunei, and Timor-Leste will
participate in the tournament. — Arkar

Myanmar badminton team heads to SEA
U-17 & U-15 Championship in Laos

leaving for Laos yesterday.

The Myanmar badminton team poses
for the group documentary photo before

South Korea overcomes China to win FIFA Ul17
Women's World Cup ticket

Members of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) celebrate with the
trophy during the awarding ceremony after winning the final between the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Japan at the AFC U-17 Women's Asia Cup in Bali,

Indonesia, 19 May 2024. PHOTO: XINHUA

SOUTH Korea earned a hard-fought
2-1 win over China to finish third at the
AFC U17 Women's Asian Cup in Bali,
Indonesia on Sunday.

The victory means the 2009 Asian
Cup winner joins Japan and DPR Korea
torepresent Asia at the FIFA U17 Wom-
en's World Cup in the Dominican Re-
public from 16 October to 3 November.

Goals by Casey Phair in the 13t
and 84" minutes cancelled out China's
equalizer from Dong Yujie in the 81
minute.

Later in the day, Jon Il Chong
scored the only goal in the final as DPR
Korea defeated Japan 1-0 to clinch the
title.

DPR Korea had a perfect five wins
without conceding a single goal at the
tournament. — Xinhua

Brighton's Mitoma focused on health after injury-hit season

JAPANESE football star Kaoru Mitoma
is focused on coming back healthy next
season after wrapping up an injury-short-
ened English Premier League campaign
with Brighton on Sunday.

The Samurai Blue winger has been
out of action since February with a lower
back injury and was sidelined earlier in
the season by a sprained ankle.

His absence dented the hopes of a
Brighton side who finished 11, five spots

down from the previous season, follow-
ing their 2-0 loss to visiting Manchester
United on Sunday.

Speaking after the game, Mitoma
expressed frustration that he was not
able to complete his recovery in time
to return before the end of the season.

"T've been running, but I'm still not fit
enough to play a game anytime soon," Mi-
toma said." It's a shame, as my condition
has been improving, but doing everything

I can next season is what's important."

With reported interest from multiple
clubs, Mitoma was equivocal about his
future with Brighton, where he flour-
ished under Italian manager Roberto
De Zerbi, who is leaving the team by
mutual consent.

"I'm currently under contract here,
so I think this is where I'll play, but I still
don't know anything yet," Mitoma said.
— Kyodo

Guardiola drops
hint that his time
at Manchester
City is drawing
toan end

MANCHESTER City coach Pep
Guardiola watched his side lift this
season's Premier League title on
Sunday and then dropped a bomb-
shell by saying next season could be
his last as coach at the club.

Guardiola made his declaration
after his side beat West Ham 3-1
to assure their fourth consecutive
league title and the sixth since he
took over in the summer of 2016.
However, speaking to Sky Sports af-
ter the final whistle, the 53-year-old,
who has a contract until June 2025,
implied that his time at the Etihad
Stadium is coming to an end.

"The reality is I'm closer to leav-
ing than to staying. It's eight years,
will be nine," commented Guardiola,
who made it clear that his "feeling"
was "I want to stay next season."

"T'want to stay next season. Dur-
ing the season, we will talk. But after
eight, nine years..." he said, adding
that he had thought about stepping
down after last season's Champions
League win. — Xinhua
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VIET Nam’s rubber stamp Na-
tional Assembly voted in its new
chairman on Monday, after the
previous head stepped down
after getting swept up in a cor-
ruption crackdown.

Tran Thanh Man, 61, is now
one of the Southeast Asian coun-
try’s four most powerful leaders.

“It is a huge honour... I will
devote myself to serving the peo-
ple,” he told the assembly after
the vote. Thousands of people —
including top officials and senior
business leaders — have been
caught up in Viet Nam’s “blazing
furnace” anti-graft campaign,
led by Communist Party General
Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong.

Man, previously the assem-
bly’s deputy chairman, succeeds
Vuong Dinh Hue, who stepped
down last month because of
“violations and shortcomings”,
according to the party.

He has not yet served a full
term in the politburo, after join-
ing in 2021, which is unusual for

a top leader in Viet Nam.

According to Nguyen Khac
Giang, visiting fellow at ISEAS—
Yusof Ishak Institute in Singa-
pore, that will mean he has
“less authority to really assert
his influence over the National
Assembly”. By comparison, his
predecessor “was a very strong
chairman... He confronted the
government, he initiated many
ideas and he forced the govern-
ment to be accountable in some
cases”, Giang told AFP.

The National Assembly
elects its chair by secret ballot,
before deputies vote whether to
pass that result. Man carried all
of the 475 votes.

The Communist Party on
Saturday nominated public se-
curity minister To Lam to be the
country’s new president after his
predecessor also resigned.

Vo Van Thuong stepped
down in March after just one
year in the job, and Lam will like-
ly be confirmed as president on
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Viet Nam's newly elected National Assembly Chairman Tran Thanh Man (C) takes his oath during the opening
session of the National Assembly’s summer session in Hanoi on 20 May 2024. PHOTO: AFP

Wednesday.

The political upheaval is
highly unusual in Viet Nam,
where for years all changes were
carefully orchestrated with an

emphasis on cautious stability.
On Thursday, another influen-
tial politburo member resigned.
Truong Thi Mai was the perma-
nent member of the secretariat

in the central party committee
— the most important position
in Vietnamese politics outside
its four-pillar leadership struc-
ture. —AFP

North Korea will increase readiness
for nuclear deterrence amid US
subcritical test

NORTH Korea was forced to
increase its overall nuclear
deterrence readiness after
the US conducted another
subcritical nuclear experi-
ment at the Nevada National
Security Site, a spokesperson
for the North Korean Foreign
Ministry said.

“To a1, CODpeE

orce soldiers showing o

the drills. PHOTO: SPUTNIK
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their combat alert at

with the strategic instability
in the region and the rest of
the world caused by the US
unilateral action, the DPRK
cannot but reconsider the
measures necessary for the
improvement of the overall
nuclear deterrence posture
within the range of its vested
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and possible options,” the
spokesperson was quoted as
saying by North Korean state-
run news agency KCNA.
North Korea will not al-

strategic

imbalance in ensuring secu-
rity on the Korean Peninsula,
the spokesperson added. —

g

China builds radar
network to support global
space weather forecast

CHINA has built a mid-latitude
high-frequency radar network in
the country’s northern regions
to provide high-quality detection
data for global space weather
forecast and warning.

The first batch of scientific
detection results of the network
was released at an internation-
al workshop of the Super Dual
Auroral Radar Network (Super-
DARN), which opened in Beijing
on Monday:.

The network, constructed
by the National Space Science
Centre (NSSC) under the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences, was
completed in October 2023. It’s
also a part of the second phase
of China’s Meridian Project, a
space weather monitoring net-
work comprising ground-based
stations.

China has made new break-
throughs in high-frequency co-
herent scattering radar tech-
nology and scientific research,

and will deepen international
cooperation in this field, said
NSSC.

The ionosphere is home
to all the charged particles in
Earth’s atmosphere. It’s also
home to many spacecraft in-
cluding the space stations.
Ionospheric irregularities can
disrupt signals, scientists say.

Six high-frequency coher-
ent scattering radars were set
up in Jilin Province, Inner Mon-
golia Autonomous Region and
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region in northern regions of
China.

This high-frequency radar
chain achieves large-scale con-
tinuous detection of ionospheric
irregularities in mid and high
latitudes of the Asian sector. The
detection range can reach 4,000
kilometres from south to north,
and the east-west span exceeds
12,000 km, according to NSSC.
— Xinhua
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