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Students Research Bagan Murals to
Safeguard Cultural Heritage

Foreign visitors show keen interest in

the history of Buddha images and mural-
adorned pagodas, underscoring the need

for knowledgeable interpreters, while
Myanmar's unique ancient cultural
heritage — widely appreciated yet rare

globally — remains both a source of national

pride and an important field of study and

preservation for future generations.

Heritage Zone. PHOTO: ZWE MARN
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University students and researchers are seen closely studying mural paintings in the pagodas and temples of the Bagan Ancient Cultural

URING the reign of the Ba-

D gan Kkings in the 11* century
AD, mural paintings were
created in pagodas, temples, Buddha
images, and caves. Currently, univer-
sity students and researchers are
able to conduct practical studies on
mural paintings and ancient works
in these pagodas and temples. Ac-
cording to the Directorate of Hotels
and Tourism (Bagan Branch), the
preservation of Myanmar’s ancient
heritage is a source of national pride.
Mural paintings can be found

in 416 Bagan pagodas, including
Myinkaba Gubyaukgyi Pagoda,

Lawkahteikpan, and Thanbula Pa-
goda.

“In the Bagan region, Buddha
images and pagodas with mural
paintings are visited by both domes-
tic and foreign tourists, as well as
university and private school stu-
dents. The peak tourist season is in
December. University students often
come for fieldwork and research pa-
pers. In particular, they frequently
ask about the differences in painting
styles between the early and late Ba-
gan periods, how pigments were pro-
duced, how brushes were used, and
why painting techniques changed in
stupas with mural paintings.

“Foreign visitors are more inter-
ested in the history of Buddha imag-
es and pagodas with mural paintings.
Therefore, there is a special need for
interpreters who are knowledgeable
in history. Foreign visitors appre-
ciate Myanmar’s ancient cultural
heritage, which is not found in many
other countries, and it is a source of
national pride that it can be studied
and researched by local students.
In addition, preserving this ancient
heritage is also a matter of national
pride,” said Assistant Director Daw
San San Myint of the Directorate of
Hotels and Tourism (Bagan Branch).

During the Bagan era, mural
paintings were created on the walls
and ceilings of pagodas, temples, and
caves. Durable pigments were devel-
oped and applied to the walls. Even
when the surface layer has faded
over time, the underlying paintings
can still be seen today. Researchers
have also recognized and praised the
techniques used to prepare pigments
during both the early and late Bagan
periods. — Thitsa (MNA)/MKKS
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THE auspicious and gala ceremo-
ny to mark the 70" Anniversary of
the Sixth Buddhist Council con-
tinued in conjunction with the
paper-reading session in Maha
Pasana Cave on Kaba Aye Hill
in Yangon for the second day
yesterday.

As part of honouring the ven-
erable members of the Sangha
who participated in the Sixth
Buddhist Council, Tipitakadhara
Dhammabhandagarika Sunlun
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Sundara
and Tipitakadhara Tipitakak-
ovida Sayadaw Bhaddanta Set-
thafiana Lankara held a question
and answer session on Sutanta
Pitakat, and 15 members of the
Sangha recited it.

Vice-Chairman of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Commit-
tee, Shwebo Sayadaw Aggamaha
Pandita Bhaddanta Candavamsa
Lankarabhivamsa, who presided
over the paper-reading session,
gave an Ovada Katha.

State Ovadacariya, Secretary
of Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida
Selection Examination Ovada-
cariya Body Hla Yadana Sayadaw
Aggamaha Pandita Aggamaha
Saddhammajotikadhaja Bhadd-
anta Narada Bhivamsa supplicat-
ed matters related to the papers.

Professor of State Pariyat-
ti Sasana University (Yangon)

70" Anniversary of Sixth Buddhist

Council Gala Enters Day Two
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The Union minister and his wife, and officials, offer Dhamma gifts and books to venerable Sayadaws and nuns.

Aggamaha Ganthavacaka Pan-
dita Dr Bhaddanta Ketu read
his paper titled “The History of
Buddhist Council in Myanmar”,
and Mawkyun Sayadaw Tipi-
takadhara Dhammabhandagari-
ka Bhaddanta Silakkhandha Bhi-
vamsa of Pitakathonpon Nikaya
Monastery in Dagon Myothit
(South) Township, “The world’s
longest academic qualification

examination (Tipitakadhara Tip-
itakakovida)”.

Union Minister for Religious
Affairs U Tin Oo Lwin and de-
partmental officials raised reli-
gious questions, and the resource
person Sayadaws replied to the
questions.

Chairman of the Education
Branch of the SSMINC Aggamaha
Ganthavacaka Pandita Bhadd-

anta Paffiasami Bhivamsa of
Taingkyi Abhivamsa Monastery
of Myataung Buddhism Learn-
ing Centre in Mandalay read his
paper titled “The land where
Pitakat holder Sangha members
emerge”. Moreover, two vener-
able Sayadaws from Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh read out their
messages.

Registrar of State Pariyatti

Sasana University (Mandalay)
Aggamaha Ganthavacaka Pan-
dita Dr Bhaddanta Kumuda
also submitted his paper “In-
scribing the Pali Roman-script
stone inscriptions of the Sixth
Buddhist Council, and converting
the Pali Canon, Atthakatha and
Tika from lead letter texts into
computer-based versions.” The
resource person replied to the
questions. Rector of International
Theravada Buddhist Missionary
University Aggamaha Pandita Dr
Hsekinda gave a supplementary
clarification on Al technology.

At the ceremony, two ven-
erable Sayadaws from Austral-
ia and Sri Lanka read out the
messages.

ITBMU Professor Maha
Ganthavacaka Pandita Dr Bhadd-
anta Candamukha read his pa-
per titled “Tripitaka scriptures
in the Theravada Buddhism in
Myanmar”.

The ceremony was graced
by the presence of SSMNC
Chairman Thanlyin Minkyaung
Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rat-
tha Guru Aggamaha Saddham-
majotikadhaja Dr Bhaddanta
Candima Bhivamsa and mem-
bers of the Sangha, nuns, Si-
tagu Sayadaw and venerable
Sayadaws who came there from
abroad. — MNA/TTA

Indian Navy Goodwill delegation
arrives in Yangon

Naval Training Command Headquarters Commander Commodore Khun Aung Kyaw and officials

welcome the Indian Navy Goodwill delegation.

A goodwill delegation led by
Indian Navy Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Dinesh Kumar
Tripathi, PVSM, AVSM, NM,
arrived in Yangon yesterday
evening for a goodwill visit to
the Republic of the Union of

Myanmar.

Senior officers from the
Tatmadaw (Navy), the Indian
Naval Attaché to Myanmar,
and officials welcomed them
at Yangon International Air-
port.

The goodwill delegation
will visit the Shwedagon Pa-
goda and remain in Myanmar
until 6 May to visit famous
landmarks and continue bilat-
eral naval goodwill activities.
— MNA/MKKS

Jefferson Centre reopens in
Mandalay, strengthening US-Upper

Myanmar ties

THE American Embassy in
Yangon announced on 30 April
that the Jefferson Centre in
Mandalay, which has served as
avital bridge between the United
States and Upper Myanmar for
decades, has officially reopened.

According to the statement,
Charge d’Affaires Mr Doug Son-
nek hosted a special reception
on 29 April to commemorate the
completion of extensive renova-
tions of the centre to the historic
heritage building following the
2025 earthquake.

The embassy’s statement
highlighted that the Jefferson
Centre has stood for decades
as a significant and connecting
point between the US and Upper
Myanmar. The recent renova-
tions reaffirm a commitment to
providing a safe, modern space
for young leaders, scholars and
students to connect and collabo-
rate, engage in mutual learning,

The newly reopened Jefferson
Centre in Mandalay. Charge
d’Affaires Mr Doug Sonnek is
pictured alongside attendees at the
special reception.

and pursue creative innovations.

The US Embassy expressed
great pride and pleasure in wel-
coming the community back to
a stronger and safer Jefferson
Centre. — MT/ZN
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Hluttaw Must Serve as Reliable Pillar for State and People

THE representatives of the peo-
ple are responsible for fulfilling
their aspirations in harmony
with the people, said Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi at
the meeting with represent-
atives of the Pyithu Hluttaw,
Amyotha Hluttaw and Region
Hluttaw in Bago Region at Ok-
tha Pyisone Hall of Bago Region
Hluttaw yesterday morning.

At the meeting, the Speaker
said that Hluttaw representa-
tives are serving the duties of
the legislative estate among the
three estates of the State. They
have to strive to enable citizens
to live in peace and prosperity
under the legal framework.

Moreover, the Speaker
noted that in serving the du-
ties of legislative measures, the
Hluttaw representatives have
to verify all measures, wheth-
er existing laws conform with
the current period, need to be
amended, revoked or revised for
promulgation, and these laws
can protect the people.

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi meets representatives of the Pyithu Hluttaw, Amyotha Hluttaw and Region
Hluttaw in Bago Region yesterday.

The Speaker stressed that
the Hluttaw representatives
from the legislative estate need
to coordinate with those from
the executive and judicial es-
tates. The Hluttaw is a legisla-
tive body formed with the Hlut-
taw representatives elected by
the people. As such, they need

to specially emphasize the will
of the people and implement it.

The Pyithu Hluttaw Speak-
er underscored that Hluttaw
representatives need to know
the current situation of the State
in real-time. If so, they can ad-
dress the measures covering
the whole nation and the desires

of the people as much as possi-
ble. That is why he urged them
to strengthen the Hluttaw as a
reliable body for the State and
the people.

He continued that Hluttaw
representatives have to open
their offices to directly hold re-
lations with the people to collect

personal needs of the people
and local requirements to be
resolved.

In addition, the Speaker
underlined that Hluttaw has to
lead the people to understand
the policies of the government
and its undertakings with trust.
In operating a democratic gov-
ernment, the Hluttaw and the
government have to carry out
their tasks in harmony while
emphasizing the development
of the State and further promot-
ing cooperation in the ASEAN
region. Moreover, Hluttaw rep-
resentatives have to uplift their
capacity for enabling the Hlut-
taw to take an important role in
the State and the people.

In the afternoon, the Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker, together with
Bago Region Chief Minister U
Myo Swe Win, met town elders
and businesspersons at Oktha
Yadana Hall and held cordial
discussions on regional devel-
opment and peaceful and stable
measures. — MNA/TTA

Yangon to enforce orderly installation of power, telecom cables

CABLES for telecommunication
and electricity must be installed
systematically to align with the
city characteristics, said U Mya
Tun Oo, Union minister for
Transport and for Digital De-
velopment and Communications,
at the meeting on systematic
installation of cables for telecom-
munication and electricity and
systematic car park facilities in
Yangon Region at the Office of
the Yangon Region government
yesterday morning,.

The Union minister stressed
that relevant departments and
communication companies have
to cooperate in the systematic in-
stallation of cables. As the under-
ground cable network connec-
tions already implemented along
Pyay Road are functioning well,
the project must be continued as
planned along Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road and Waizayanta Road. The
Union minister guided the com-
munication network expansion

Union Minister U Mya Tun Oo chairs the meeting on systematic installation of telecommunaication and power

cables in Yangon Region yesterday.

coordination committee, and the
district-level communication ca-
ble systematic installation bodies
have to remove the undisciplined
cables in districts and townships
in Yangon Region.

He urged four telecommu-

nication operators and com-
munication service companies
to cooperate in all activities.
Moreover, he noted that efforts
must be made to cooperate
in implementing ways to en-
hance the overall efficiency of

the network system by sharing
resources among operators to
help address the current glob-
al fuel crisis, which is having a
significant impact.

The Union minister also in-
structed officials to take action

against undisciplined vehicles,
motorcycles and trishaws under
the traffic rules.

Yangon Region Chief Minis-
ter U Aung Naing Thu reported
on the work process and future
tasks in Yangon Region to man-
age the systematic installation of
cables for communications and
electricity.

Director-General U Myo
Swe of the Directorate of Tele-
communications presented the
situation of allowing communica-
tion services in Yangon Region,
and the cooperation of operators.

The Union minister coordi-
nated discussions of participants
in relevant sectors.

Also present at the meeting
were Chief Justice Daw Sanda
Thwe of the Yangon Region
High Court, regional ministers,
departmental officials and re-
sponsible officials from commu-
nication companies. — Zwe Htet
Ko (IPRD)/TTA
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Union Information
Minister inspects

Wazira Cinema upgrade

UNION Minister for Information
U Htein Lin inspected the up-
grading of the Wazira Cinema
on Bogyoke Aung San Road in
Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
into an international-standard
theatre yesterday morning.

The Union minister was first
briefed at the Wazira Cinema
Hall by the deputy minister, the
director-general of the Informa-
tion and Public Relations De-
partment (IPRD), the chairman
of the Myanmar Architectural
Council, and officials from Shwe
Taung Company on the history
of the cinema, the progress of
renovation work and the project’s
completion status.

The Union minister then
said that as the Wazira Cinema
will not only serve as a cinema
but also as a venue where film,
literature, drama, and music
come together, it must be man-
aged for long-term operation.
He added that, as an ancient
heritage cinema, it should be
properly valued and preserved.
He instructed that the directives
given during the Head of State’s

visit regarding the renovation be
implemented, and that the work
be completed in phases, with re-
quirements and plans for further
work carried out systematically.

Afterwards, the Union min-
ister, accompanied by officials,
inspected the progress of the
upgrading of the Wazira Cine-
ma and the completion of the
parking lot at the Myanma Rail-
ways yard opposite the cinema,
and coordinated the necessary
arrangements. In the afternoon,
the Union minister met members
of the Motion Pictures Censor-
ship Board at the meeting hall
of the Film Promotion Division
of the IPRD in Bahan Township,
Yangon.

During the meeting, the Un-
ion minister said he had a warm
meeting with censor members
working to ensure that Myan-
mar films, foreign films, online
films, television-broadcast for-
eign films, and foreign films and
series with Myanmar subtitles
are screened in accordance with
the Motion Pictures Law as well
as the Television and Video Law,

S

Union Information Minister U Htein Lin is seen during his inspection tour of Wazira Cinema and his meeting
with Motion Pictures Censorship Board yesterday.

and he expressed his gratitude
for their efforts, experience, wis-
dom, and the time they sacrifice
in reviewing and screening films.
He also said that entrepreneurs
involved in screening Myan-
mar and foreign films, private
broadcasting companies, and
ministry-affiliated content pro-
viders share the responsibility
of educating and entertaining the
public, and that while filmmaking
is an art requiring creativity and
imagination, overly creative con-
tent can be harmful to the public,
so original creators must exer-
cise caution and censors must
carefully scrutinize and evaluate

such works.

The secretary of the motion
pictures censorship board and
the director of the IPRD then
explained the ongoing work, and
on behalf of the censorship board
members, Academy Daw Swe
Zin Htike and other attendees
presented and discussed their
respective views on film and vid-
eo censorship, after which the
Union minister coordinated the
discussions and delivered the
concluding speech.

The Union minister, along
with officials, also visited the
Documentary Film building on
Sasana Yeiktha Road in Bahan

Township, Yangon, to inspect
the building, which will host film
courses as part of the 100-day
project.

The chairman and officials
of Forever Group then briefed
the Union minister at the Doc-
umentary Film building on the
television channels and training
schools operated by the group,
and then the director-general of
the IPRD briefed him on the 100-
day plan.

Afterwards, the Union min-
ister coordinated the discussions,
inspected the Documentary Film
building, and issued necessary
instructions. — MNA/TH

MoT holds 149" Anniversary of Myanma Railways

THE Ministry of Transport held
a ceremony to commemorate
the 149" anniversary of Myan-
ma Railways at 1 pm yesterday
at the Myanma Railways Head
Office in Nay Pyi Taw.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Deputy Minister for
Transport U Aung Myaing, Dep-
uty Minister for Digital Devel-
opment and Communications U
Thet Win Aung, the permanent
secretary from the Ministry of
Transport, and other officials.

Deputy Minister U Aung
Myaing first delivered a speech

marking the 149" anniversary
of Myanma Railways.

The managing director of
Myanma Railways then briefed
participants on the depart-
ment’s activities for the 2025-
2026 financial year.

Afterwards, deputy minis-
ters and attendees watched a
documentary commemorating
the 149" anniversary.

Deputy ministers, the per-
manent secretary, director-gen-
eral, and managing director
then presented awards to 91
officers and staff members who

Nay Pyi Taw ysterday.

had performed their duties with
excellence at various railway

stations, divisions, factories,
and hospitals during the 2025-

Deputy Minister U Aung Myaing speaks on the occasion of the 149™ Anniversary of Myanma Railways in

2026 financial year. — MNA/
MKKS
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MR launches DEMU express trains on Yangon-
Mandalay railway

MYANMA Railways has begun
operating 5 Up, and 6 Down ex-
press passenger trains on the
Yangon-Mandalay route using
modern air-conditioned DEMU
train sets to improve travel
convenience for the public.
Track upgrading works on
the Yangon-Toungoo section
were completed with a Japa-
nese ODA loan, while the Toun-
goo-Nay Pyi Taw and Nay Pyi
Taw-Mandalay sections were
upgraded with state funds.
As a result, train speeds have
increased and journey times
have been reduced.
Inauguration ceremonies
were held at the Yangon Rail-
way Station and Mandalay
Railway Station yesterday

|
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The launching ceremony of modern air-conditioned DEMU trains on the Yangon-Mandalay section is in

progress yesterday.

morning, attended by region-
al chief ministers, the deputy dents. The trains departed at

minister, officials, and resi-

6 am from both Yangon and
Mandalay.

The DEMU train consists
of six carriages — four first-
class and two upper-class —
with a capacity of 312 passen-
gers. Ticket fares for the full
journey are K34,000 for first
class and K48,000 for upper
class. The trains stop at nine
stations, including Bago, Toun-
goo, Pyinmana, Nay Pyi Taw,
Yamethin, Thazi, and Kyaukse.

The journey now takes
about 10 hours, significantly
reduced from the previous
travel time of around 19 hours,
due to improved tracks, mod-
ern signalling systems, and
upgraded locomotives and
coaches. — MNA/KZL

MRESA launches AML/CFT, FATF
trammg for Yangon realty agents

sl

THE Myanmar Real Estate
Services Association (MRESA)
held the opening ceremony of a
multiplier training programme
on AML/CFT and FATF-related
knowledge for real estate agents
at Sky Star Hotel in Tamway
Township, Yangon, yesterday
morning,

The training covers the
duties and responsibilities of
real estate agents under AML/
CFT frameworks, reporting
procedures, and cooperation
with relevant supervisory au-
thorities, as well as the FATF
global standards, methodology,
and procedures.

At the ceremony, the Chair
of the Pyithu Hluttaw Bill Com-
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The opening ceremony of a multiplier tralmng programme on AML/CFT & FATF-related knowledge for
real estate agents is underway in Yangon yesterday.

mittee and Vice-Chair of the
Joint Bill Committee of the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw, Dr Nanda
Kyaw Swa delivered the opening
remarks, followed by a welcome
speech from MRESA (Central)
Chair U Khin Maung Than.

The President of the Thai
Real Estate Broker Associa-
tion, Mr Prawitt Anusiri, gave
aknowledge-sharing presenta-
tion on AML/CFT compliance
by estate agents, including
reporting to the Anti-Money
Laundering Office (AMLO) and
cooperation with government
authorities.

The MRESA (Central)
Third Vice-Chair, U Kyaw Tint,
explained AML/CFT duties,

. \.--'.‘
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reporting systems, and FATF
standards, while Yangon Region
Real Estate Services Associ-
ation Chair Daw Myat Mo Mo
outlined action plans and pro-
gress reports implemented in
cooperation with the Financial
Intelligence Unit (FIU) during
the period 2020-2026.
Representatives from
township-level associations
also demonstrated practical
reporting processes, including
monthly and quarterly submis-
sions, as well as Customer Due
Diligence (CDD), Enhanced
Due Diligence (EDD), and re-
porting systems such as TTR
and STR, before the ceremony
concluded. — Bala/KZL

Embassy warns Myanmar
workers against carrying
prohibited items to S Korea

THE Myanmar Embassy to the
Republic of Korea (ROK) an-
nounced on 29 April urged My-
anmar workers to avoid bring-
ing prohibited items strictly, as
violations could lead to heavy
fines and permanent entry bans.

A group of 123 new manu-
facturing workers, despatched
under the Employment Per-
mit System (EPS) through the
Government Overseas Employ-
ment Agency (POEA), arrived
at Incheon International Air-
port on 28 April via Korean Air
flight KE492. During the entry
process, the Myanmar Labour
Attaché had to assist several
workers who were found car-
rying restricted items.

The embassy cautioned
that if any of the following items

New Myanmar workers arriving at Incheon

International Airport on 28 April.

are discovered, they will be con-
fiscated, and the individual may
face a ban from entering South
Korea or a fine of up to 10 million
Won: meat and meat products,
dairy products, animal products,
fruits and vegetables, and seeds
and plants.

As Chargé d’Affaires of the
embassy, Ambassador U Myo
Myint Maung greeted the newly
arrived workers via a video call.
He encouraged them to prior-
itize their health, strictly adhere
to workplace safety regulations
and the laws of both countries,
and stay focused on their orig-
inal goals. He also reminded
them that they may contact the
embassy at any time should they
encounter any difficulties. —
MT/ZN
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Union Labour Minister
attends International
Workers’ Day Ceremony

THE International Workers’ Day
ceremony was held yesterday
morning at the Hlinethaya (West)
Township Hall and was attended
by Union Minister for Labour U
Khin Maung Soe and relevant
officials.

Union Minister U Khin
Maung Soe first read out a con-
gratulatory message from Presi-
dent of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar Agga Maha Thray
Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thud-
hamma U Min Aung Hlaing, on
the occasion of the International
Workers’ Day celebration.

Afterwards, a video clip was
shown showing the labour affairs
activities of the Ministry of La-

bour; and a labour representative
and an employer representative
spoke in honour of the Interna-
tional Workers’ Day.

The Union minister and
officials also toured the photo-
graphs of labour affairs activities
displayed in honour of Interna-
tional Workers’ Day.

In the afternoon, the Union
minister and officials visited the
Skill Training Centre (Yankin)
in Yankin Township, attended
the International Workers’ Day
ceremony at the centre’s con-
ference hall, received a donation
of K10 million from Thukha Su
San Company Limited for the
Workers’ Hospital (Htantabin),

and expressed their gratitude.
Subsequently, the Union
minister met officers and staff
members of the training school
and instructed them to system-
atically draft and implement
skill training and assessment
programmes that meet labour
market demands and enable
trainees to become truly profi-
cient, while emphasizing that the
courses should be effective, prac-
tical, and supportive of nation-
al economic development, and
highlighting the importance of
promoting green skills and green
jobs to protect the environment
and facilitate a transition from
technical proficiency to sustain-

Union Minister U Khin Maung Soe reads out the congratulatory message
from President Agga Maha Thray Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma
U Min Aung Hlaing at yesterday's International Workers' Day event.

able green business practices.
The Union minister and of-

services and cash benefits provid-
ed by the Social Security Board

ficials then visited the Yangon
Region Social Security Board
Office on Maha Bandoola Park
Road to meet with staff and doc-
tors-in-charge from the Yangon
Region, where the Union minister
instructed them to strive for the
efficient delivery of healthcare

to better serve insured workers
and work toward the realization
of a nationwide coverage scheme,
and subsequently inspected the
medical services being provided
at the Social Security Board-Care
Well Clinic at the same location.
— MNA/TH
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Images at top and above show the detention site of 43 undocumented Chinese nationals arrested near
Wammai Village in Kali, Kunhing Township.

AUTHORITIES arrested 43
foreign nationals illegally
residing in Myanmar near
Wammai Village, Kali, Kun-
hing Township, yesterday.

A joint task force con-
ducted a search following re-
ports of illegal entrants at the
jetty of the Thanlwin River

and detained the individuals
early in the morning.

Preliminary statements
indicate they had been in-
volved in illegal online gam-
bling activities and were at-
tempting to return to China
when apprehended.

The government con-

tinues coordinated efforts
with relevant agencies and
neighbouring countries to
combat online fraud and il-
legal gambling, and will take
action in accordance with the
law while repatriating foreign
nationals as appropriate. —
MNA/KZL

Myanmar reports
Nno new
COVID-19 cases

THE Ministry of Health tested 43 samples from 8 pm on 31 March
2026 to 8 pm on 30 April 2026, and no new cases were detected.

Currently, there is no need to worry about infection and deaths
from COVID-19, but all need to follow personal hygiene methods,
and the high-risk groups.

* Elderly people (aged 60 and above)

* People with diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases, and
cancer

*  Pregnant women (especially those beyond the third month
of pregnancy) are prioritized to receive COVID-19 booster shots.

More detailed COVID-19 information can be found on the
website of the Ministry of Health, moh.gov.mm,

Myanmar CDC
Public Health Department,
Ministry of Health

Public Notice

THE Anti-Corruption Commission has established corruption
prevention units within ministries to curb corruption effectively.

The ACC used SMS on mobile phones to ask the public who
sought services at an office of the department of the relevant
ministries via short code No “1111” for feedback, including the
public feedback programme (PFP).

According to the PFE the proper replies of the citizens via
short code No “1111” will provide the quality of services of each
department and the requirements for corruption prevention to
be fixed.

Therefore, the public should reply to the questions of the ACC
and corruption prevention units of the ministries via SMS at short
code “1111”. Such doing is a supportive measure for PFE and the
people are urged to cooperate in the operations.

Anti-Corruption Commission
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Yangon palm oil wholesale reference
price shows uptick

THE wholesale reference rate of palm
oil set for the Yangon market slightly
increased to K7,380 per viss this week
ending 7 May, up from K7,285 per viss
last week ending 30 April, according to
the Supervisory Committee on Edible
Oil Import and Distribution.

The rise in palm oil price was at-
tributed to a sharp drop in the palm oil
output in major producing countries
starting from January 2026, strength-
ening Malaysia’s ringgit, Indonesia’s
tax hike in palm oil export from 10 per
cent to 12.5 per cent starting from 1
March, and the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs’ speculation on the mar-
ket price.

The Supervisory Committee on
Edible Oil Import and Distribution
under the Ministry of Commerce has
been closely observing the FOB pric-
es in Malaysia and Indonesia, adding
transport costs, tariffs and banking
services to decide the wholesale mar-
ket reference rate for edible oil weekly.
Despite the reference price, the
market price is still high. To control
overcharging, the Consumer Affairs
Department under the Ministry of
Commerce informed consumers of
lodging complaints for overcharging
through the call centre hotline in late
August. The department urges con-
sumers not to buy palm oil at high
prices.

Workers are seen organizing jerrycans of cooking oil for distribution and sale.

The Committee notified that any
person who is involved in price gouging
and oil storage to attempt market ma-
nipulation will face legal action under
the Essential Goods and Services Law.
The department is working together
with the Myanmar Oil Dealers’ Asso-
ciation and the cooking oil importing
companies to offer affordable rates
of imported palm oil for consumers.
The complaints for overcharging can
be lodged over hotline 1535 of the call

centre of the Consumers Affairs De-
partment, or sent to the Facebook page
of the department and the region and
state departments concerned.

The domestic consumption of
palm oil is estimated at one million
tonnes per year. The local palm oil
production is just about 400,000 tonnes.
About 700,000 tonnes of palm oil are
annually imported through Malaysia
and Indonesia to meet domestic de-
mands. — NN/KK

MyanTrade eyes US market for Pawsan rice exports

THE Myanmar Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (MyanTrade) hosted a vir-
tual meeting on 29 April to discuss the
potential of exporting Myanmar’s Paw
San rice to the United States.

The director-general and officials
from the Myanmar Trade Promotion
Organization, the consul-general and
officials from the Myanmar Consu-
late-General in Los Angeles, USA, the
Myanmar commercial attaché to the
US, officials from the Department of

Agriculture, representatives from the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar Fed-
eration of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry and the Myanmar Rice Feder-
ation (MRF) and representatives from
Well Luck Co Ltd of the United States
attended the meeting,.

MyanTrade Director-General Dr
Htein Lin and Consul-General Daw
Win Lei Phyu of the Myanmar Con-
sulate-General in Los Angeles deliv-
ered opening remarks. Afterwards,

MRF President U Ye Min Aung and
officials discussed matters with
representatives from Well Luck Co
Ltd regarding procedures to export
Myanmar’s Pawsan rice to the US
and the FDA regulations of the US.
Sending a sample of Myanmar’s
Pawsan rice to the US and then con-
veying about one container of Myan-
mar’s Pawsan rice as an initial stage
was discussed, MyanTrade stated.
— NN/KK

Tender
invited

for Hajj
pilgrimage
services

THE 2026 Hajj Pilgrimage Eval-
uation Committee invited travel
companies to submit a tender to
provide Hajj pilgrimage services.
The Committee invited travel
companies that are established
in accordance with the Myanmar
Companies Law and its regulations,
and that have obtained recognition
(Mu’assasah licence) from the Sau-
di Arabian Embassy to Myanmar, to
submit tenders to coordinate Hajj
services for 350 pilgrims.

Tender form and bid docu-
ments are available at the Yangon
Region Religious Affairs Office lo-
cated on Kaba Aye Pagoda Road,
Mayangon Township, Yangon at 09
2038563 and the Islamic Religious
Affairs Council Myanmar located
at 184, 3'4 Floor, Bo Sun Pak Road,
Pabedan Township, Yangon at 01
388146 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm be-
tween 1 and 3 May.

Completed tender forms must
be sealed and submitted to the Yan-
gon Region Religious Affairs Office
located on Kaba Aye Pagoda Road,
Mayangon Township, Yangon, at
noon on 4 May.

The tenders will be opened
and evaluated in the presence of
bidders at 2 pm on 4 May at the
meeting hall of the Ministry of Re-
ligious Affairs (Yangon Branch),
located on Kaba Aye Pagoda Road,
Mayangon Township, Yangon. The
successful bidder will be confirmed
at that time.

The committee will make the
final decision. Late submission or
application that do not meet the
specified requirements will not be
considered, the committee stated.
— NN/KK

EOI invited for urban development project at Yinpyan railway station

THE Tender and Evaluation Committee
of the Mandalay Region government
invited domestic and foreign compa-
nies to submit an Expression of Interest
(EOD) to carry out urban development
projects at Yinpyan railway station.
Myanma Railways intends to imple-

ment an Urban Development Project
on a 7.5143-acre plot within the Yinpyan
railway station yard in Chanayethazan
Township, Mahaaungmyay District, Man-
dalay Region, with the aim of fostering
economic activities and infrastructure
development related to railway trans-

port.

The project will be carried out
under the BOT (Build-Operate-Trans-
fer) system, covering design, con-
struction, financing, and operation.
The EOI form can be obtained free of
charge at the General Manager’s Office

(Upper Myanmar), 3 Floor, Mandalay
Station by 15 May.

Individuals can enquire about de-
tails by dialling 09 891750134 of the
Business Department, Myanma Rail-
ways (Head Office) in Nay Pyi Taw.
— NN/KK
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ARTICLE

Hand in hand with the
Government to develop

the nation

I RECOGNITION of workers, who are a vital driving force
essential to national economic development, Labour Day
has been commemorated annually. The observance of the com-
memorative day has reached its 88th anniversary on 1 May 2026.
The government is promoting and supporting micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises to expand domestic employment opportu-
nities, reduce unemployment, boost domestic production, increase
exports, and substitute imports. Under the new administration,
certain restrictions have been eased, and loans are being provided

The State and Tatmadaw
are enhancing the abilities
and morale of young
people so that they can
broaden their knowledge
and gain access to
opportunities. Tatmadaw
stand together with the
people, and all of its actions
are solely for the benefit of
the country and its citizens.
Therefore, successive
generations of youth are
expected to continue
taking responsibility

for and safeguarding

the nation. The reason
maritime and aviation
youth training courses are
being conducted for young
men and women is to pass
on the responsibilities

and heritage that future
generations will continue
to carry forward.

to facilitate the growth and de-
velopment of MSMEs.

Workers, who are the
country’s main productive
force, are able to enjoy greater
social security and healthcare
services. By increasing pub-
lic trust in the social security
system, productivity can be
improved, which in turn sig-
nificantly contributes to the
national economy. With this
objective, workers’ hospitals,
social security clinics, depart-
mental clinics, traditional med-
icine clinics, mobile medical
units, as well as contracted
clinics have been established
to provide healthcare services
to insured workers.

Labour attachés have
been appointed and assigned in
countries such as Japan, South
Korea, Malaysia, and Thailand.
In countries where there are
no labour attachés, protection
and assistance are provided
through Myanmar embassies
and consulates-general in the
respective countries. For My-

anmar workers employed abroad, labour attachés, together with
Myanmar embassies and consulates-general, take responsibility
for addressing grievances, workplace injuries, and fatalities, and
coordinate with relevant parties to ensure that workers receive

their entitled rights and benefits.

Efforts are being made to promote and enhance education
in order to nurture a strong human resource base equipped with
knowledge and skills. Upon completing at least the KG+9 level in
the education system, vocational training is also provided to enable
individuals to become skilled in agriculture, livestock breeding, and

industrial fields.

In addition, efforts to eliminate child labour have been carried
out through five-year plans since 2019, with the industrial manu-
facturing sector and the trade and commerce sector designated as
priority areas for implementation. School dropouts who enter the
workforce prematurely reduce the number of knowledgeable and
skilled professionals needed for the country’s future. Therefore,
it is urged that everyone cooperate and participate in efforts to

eliminate child labour.

The Government, employers, and workers are cooperating
through a tripartite approach to develop a skilled labour force and
to create more employment opportunities. In honour of Interna-
tional Workers’ Day, workers have to work hand in hand with the
Government for the development of the nation.

A Visit to the Moegaung
Pagoda Festival

HAD six consecutive holidays

in the middle of February, so I

paid a visit to the Moegaung
Pagoda located on Moegaung Pa-
goda Road in Yankin Township in
one evening. It is near the Kanbal
Railway Station Road, which is
busy with daily traffic and people.

WhenIreached the Moegaung
Road, it was 5 pm on 13 February.
Many stalls were mushrooming
around the precincts. Moegaung
monastery is near the Moegaung
Pagoda. I looked up at the sign-
board reading the ‘Moegaung
Buddha Pujaniya Festival (10
to 20 February)’. Then, I walked
ahead towards the western arch-
way gate. Many crowds were jos-
tling against each other. Due to
the six-holiday continuum, many
pwe-goers (festival-goers) arrived.

I'shouldered my way through
them. I smelt a few odours wafting
from the stalls. I heard some nois-
es coming from Zat Pwe (theatri-
cal performance show). I felt my
handphone in my wallet, took it
out and took documentary photos
about the bustling situations of
the pwe. Then, I hurried to the
western archway gate that was
the nearest to the Moegaung Pa-
goda Road. I had to pass the stalls
selling religious books, flowers,
joss-sticks, etc.

Legend has it thus: This
Moegaung Pagoda was one of
84,000 pagodas or stupas built by
King Asoka with the deposition

of Buddha’s hair relics and bodily
relics in them. Its original name
was “Siri Mingala Ceti”. It is 99 feet
high. During its renovation, heavy
rain fell. It is called ‘Moegaung Pa-
goda’, meaning a heavy rain after
this phenomenal event. Even the
‘Moegaung’ Consort cum Mon
Queen Shin Saw Pu, had reno-
vated it.

As soon as I got to the pre-
cinct, I paid homage to the
Moegaung Pagoda that was sub-
lime and glittering under the flood-
lights. To my heart’s content, I
said prayers. I sat in meditation
for some minutes. Then, I stood
up and walked again. With the
zephyr blowing, it was pleasant
on the platform. I walked clock-
wise. Isaw a man striking a big
bell, some reciting “Maha Samaya
Sutta” in a Tazaung (prayer hall),
some telling rosary beads, some
offering flowers to the sacred im-
ages and some children running
about on the platform. There were
Dhamma Beikman and Tazaungs
in which the Buddha images were
housed. Venerable Sivali image
and Venerable Uppaguta, 28
Buddha images were found on
the platform, and I also saw a leafy
and branchy Bodhi tree (Wisdom
Tree).

To my amazement, Isaw a
middle-aged woman with a child
near her massaging the shoulders
and arms of the seated Statue “Bo
Bo Gyi” near the western archway

gate. When I enquired about this
statue, she replied to me that it
was the statue of a great alchemist

called “c20:03:0%(03:” in Myanmar:
Itis said that this Bo Bo Gyi could
answer our prayers about health.
I also did the same thing, pray-
ing that I may have good health.
I shared my loving kindness with
the living things. Afterwards, I
walked down the platform and
participated in the festive area.
The Moegaung Pagoda
Festival was celebrated on the

grounds around the pagoda. I
saw rows of market stalls with
temporary roofs. There were also

merry-go-rounds, Ferris wheels,
and Myanmar theatres. I enjoyed
walking between the varieties of
Myanmar snacks and trying just
a little. Some stalls sold products
from all over Myanmar —baskets,
mats, bags, handwoven textiles,
etc. Some enjoyed Myanmar foods
and snacks.

I looked up at the advert sign-
board. It showed the name of the

Zat (theatrical performance) read-
ing Aung Zabu’. It is learnt that
Aung Zabu is a newly celebrated
theatrical performer, and he has
many theatrical fans due to his
talent. There were pictures of the
performers who would perform
tonight. In these photos, some per-
formers could be seen wearing
traditional Minthar apparel, but
in some photos, wearing mod-

ern, fashionable dresses. Their
recorded songs wafted from the
stage. As far as I know, Zat pwes
in the past are different from those
today. Nowadays, performers can
wear both traditional and fashion-
able dresses. They can sing classic
songs as well as pop and hip-hop
songs. They have to try their best
to be trendy and catch up with the
current modern era. Suddenly, I

gazed at the signboard mentioning
entrance fees per head. But I did
not buy a ticket. I walked around
in the festive area.

I saw many stalls selling
snacks and traditional food. Some
children bought masks from hawk-
ers. Some children were playing
in the artificial playground. They
were happy with their playmates.
Their parents looked satisfied

watching their happy and carefree
movements. Near the playground,
there were toy stalls. Some sell-
ers used megaphone loud hailers
to announce the prices. Parents
and children could hear the prices
clearly.

Festival-comers came from
different walks of life. Most
pwe-goers wore nice clothes, and
they looked affordable. Young
people enjoyed walking back
and forth in the festive area and
often ate delicious food. Some
were families walking together
with their family members. A lot
of lovers reached there because
Saint Valentine’s Day will be held
tomorrow. Amongst them, I saw
a woman beggar wearing old or
torn clothes hugging her baby to
herbreast. She was pitiably asking
for money and food for her and
her baby’s survival. I gave away
a one-thousand note to her.

I saw some BBQ stalls along
the Moegaung Pagoda Road. They
sold fried quails, fried eggs, fried
chicken, fried duck, grilled pork,
mutton, and steaks. The young
people prefer to eat them. Some
stalls sold traditional Myanmar
snacks like Yay Mont and Myan-
mar traditional snacks.

People from near and far
flocked to this festival. Even
though it was at night, they did not
worry about going home. There
was a taxi parking yard and many
vehicles, such as Hilux cars, Dy-
nas, and YBS buses, in front of
Moegaung Pagoda. So, it was easy
for them to return home.

To conclude, my visit to the
Moegaung Pagoda in Yankin, a
historic and wish-fulfilled pago-
da, was a rewarding trip because
I gained merits due to my good
deeds in the precincts. Besides,
I could enjoy the pleasant festive
night during my holidays. It was
bound that my visit there would
be a memorable one in the future.

o ROAD TRANSPORT EMISSIONS
MAJOR SOURCES OF AIRBORNE MICROPLASTICS: ROAD TRANSPORT (TIRES), TEXTILE FACTORIES, & URBAN POLLUTION

o TEXTILE FACTORY EMISSIONS

oUﬂBlN POLLUTION EMISSIONS

This infographic illustrates how road transport, textile manufacturing,
and urban activity serve as primary contributors to the global spread of

airborne microplastics.

Scientists find where airborne microplastics really come from: Study

MICROPLASTICS are floating
through the atmosphere and
spreading across the globe, but
their true origins have been mis-
understood.New research shows
land sources emit over 20 times
more microplastic particles into
the air than the ocean, challeng-
ing earlier beliefs. Scientists also
discovered that previous models
dramatically overestimated how

much plasticis in the atmosphere.

The atmosphere plays a ma-
jor role in spreading microplas-
tics across the planet, carrying
these tiny particles to even the
most remote regions. People and
animals can inhale them, raising
concerns about potential health ef-
fects. Once airborne, microplastics
can also fall back to Earth, adding
to pollution in oceans and soils

around the world.

Anew study from the Depart-
ment of Meteorology and Geophys-
ics at the University of Vienna pro-
vides a clearer picture of where
these airborne microplastics
come from. Using global measure-
ments and computer models, the
researchers estimate emissions
from both land and ocean sources.
Their key finding is striking: more

than 20 times as many microplas-
tic particles are released into the
air from land than from the ocean.
The study was recently published
in Nature.

Sources of Airborne Mi-
croplasticsScientists have long
known that microplastics are pres-
ent in the atmosphere worldwide.
These particles eventually settle
in distant and isolated locations.

They originate from direct sources
such as tyre abrasion and textile
fibres, as well as from previously
contaminated land and ocean sur-
faces that release particles back
into the air.

Until now, the scale of these
emissions and the contribution
of each source were not well un-
derstood. Earlier research often
pointed to the ocean as the main

contributor, but the new findings
challenge that assumption. Com-
paring Models With Real-World
MeasurementsTo better under-
stand the problem, researchers Io-
anna Evangelou, Silvia Bucci and
Andreas Stohl compiled 2,782 in-
dividual measurements of atmos-
pheric microplastics from studies
conducted around the world.
SOURCE: ANI
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MRCS, IFRC hold pre-
disaster talks on heatwave,
monsoon preparedness

The Heatwave and Monsoon Season Preparedness (Pre-Disaster) Meeting is underway at the Myanmar
Red Cross Society Yangon Brance on 28-29 April 2026.

THE Myanmar Red Cross So-
ciety (MRCS), in collaboration
with the International Feder-
ation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC),
held a Heatwave and Mon-
soon Season Preparedness
(Pre-Disaster) Meeting in a
hybrid format at the MRCS
Yangon Branch on 28 and 29
April.

The meeting aimed to

review experiences, achieve- states, as well as on logistics

Meteorologist warns of
summer storms, lightning
risks in pre-monsoon period

METEOROLOGIST U Win Na-
ing has issued a warning for
the public against sudden sum-
mer storms, strong winds, and
lightning strikes that typically
occur in the evenings during this
pre-monsoon phase.

According to forecast maps
from the Ventusky ICON Model,
a significant temperature rise
between 6 and 8 May may lead
to convective rain. These condi-
tions are expected to cause lo-
calized heavy rain, strong gusts,
and lightning strikes, particu-
larly in Upper Myanmar, Shan
State, and mountainous regions.

After 8 May, cloud density
is expected to increase in the
Andaman Sea and South Bay

R

of Bengal, signalling a potential
expansion of rainfall areas. Dur-
ing May’s second week, temper-
atures may surge again. Tem-
peratures in Central and Lower
Myanmar may be between 37°C
and 40°C, and the “Feels-like” is
projected to reach 41°C to 44°C.
Residents in the Ayeyawady,
Yangon, and Magway Regions
are expected to experience the
most intense heat.

Sea surface temperatures
in the Bay of Bengal are cur-
rently between 30°C and 31°C,
and consistent southerly winds
carrying moisture from the sea
may continue to flow into My-
anmar, resulting in the sultry
weather. — MT/ZN

e i
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ments, challenges, and les-
sons learned from disaster
response activities during
the 2025-2026 period, and to
strengthen preparedness to
mitigate risks in the upcoming
season.

Discussions focused
on major natural hazards
commonly affecting Nay Pyi
Taw and other regions and

readiness and procurement
arrangements for future dis-
aster response.

Officials from MRCS,
IFRC, the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), and Red Cross socie-
ties from Denmark, Germany,
Finland, Norway, and the Re-
public of Korea attended the
meeting. — ASH/KZL

Weather forecast maps from the Ventusky ICON Model as of 1:45 pm on
1 May.

Yangonites flock to recreational spots to escape scorching heat

PEOPLE have been visiting rec-
reation places located in or near
Yangon as an activity to escape
the intense summer heat, accord-
ing to sources from the tourism
industry.

In particular, beaches and
resorts, which can offer a natural
and cosy environment for relax-
ation, have been more popular.
In addition to Chaungtha and
Ngwehsaung beaches, Kyaukh-
nyat, Zalattaw and Sal Eain Tan
are popular day-trip destinations
for tourists who wish to go for

B2 T
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Visitors at Zalattaw. PHOTO: HTOO MYAT KYAW TRAVEL & TOUR

relaxation during the summer
months. Camping sites located
near Yangon have recently be-
come popular among local tour-
ists to escape the summer heat.

The weather is so hot that
people go on trips to cooler plac-
es. They take long-distance jour-
neys during long holidays, but
they go to camps or resorts near
Yangon to relax during short holi-
days, according to a travel agency.

During this public holiday,
some have gone on vacation with
family, and there are people who

go on trips by connecting with
travel companies.

The peak season began in
Thadingyut, with visitor arrivals
increasing again, as many local
tourists arrive in Bagan-Nyaun-
gU, Taunggyi, Kalaw, Inlay, Py-
inOoLwin, Hpa-an, Kyaiktiyo,
Chaungtha and Ngwehsaung,
as well as overseas destinations.

Also, some people have al-
ready made preparations for their
early-monsoon trips to Hpa-an,
which is very beautiful, especially
in the rainy season. — MT/ZS

Daily newspapers available online

FOR those who would like to read the Myanma Alinn, the Kyemon and the Global New Light of Myanmar, published daily by the Ministry
of Information, please visit www.moi.gov.mm/mal, www.moi.gov.mm/km, www.moi.gov.mm/nlm and www.gnlm.com.mm/e-paper.
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Sweden fetes
king’s 80"
birthday with
flypast, banquets

In a recent interview, the Swedish King reflected
on the weight of responsibility tied to his royal
duties, contrasting his current role with his
younger reputation as a car-loving playboy.

SWEDEN feted its longest reign-
ing monarch King Carl XVI Gus-
taf’s 80" birthday on Thursday
with a choral tribute, a flypast
and a galabanquet to be attended
by royals from around the world.

The king, the longest reign-
ing monarch in Swedish history,
took part in a morning thanksgiv-
ing celebration, called a Te Deum,

at the palace chapel.

It was to be followed by a
military honour guard, a flypast
over the palace and a royal sa-
lute and a choral tribute before a
lunch at City Hall. A banquet was
to be held in the evening, with a
number of European royals and
dignitaries invited, as well as
Thailand’s royal couple.

Sweden's King Carl XVI Gustaf (L) and Sweden's Queen Silvia applaud from the balcony as members of the
Swedish Armed Forces pay tribute to the King at the Outer Courtyard of the Royal Palace in Stockholm,
Sweden, on 30 April 2026, during celebrations to mark the 80" birthday of Sweden's King Carl XVI Gustaf.
PHOTO: JONATHAN NACKSTRAND / AFP

Attendees at the events in-
clude King Harald, Queen Sonja
and Crown Prince Haakon of Nor-

way; King Rama X and Queen Queen Mary, Queen Margrethe
Suthide of Thailand; Queen So- and Princess Benedikte of Den-
fia of Spain; and King Frederik, mark. —AFP

Statue pops up on London
plinth bearing Banksy’s name

A large statue has appeared
on a plinth in central London
with Banksy’s name scrawled
on the base, prompting specu-
lation Thursday that it may be
the famously enigmatic street
artist’s latest work.

The statue — of a suited
man marching, with one leg
off the plinth, while carrying

a flag that is covering his face
— reportedly first emerged on
Wednesday just off the central
street of Pall Mall.

Banksy, whose real iden-
tity has not been officially con-
firmed, has not claimed the
piece as his own on his Insta-
gram account.

The artist — best known

From school to postgraduate,
girls now outnumber boys in

for his satirical murals, often
using a distinctive stencilling
style — typically uses the plat-
form to confirm his works, post-
ing images and a caption.
The appearance of the
statue comes just over a month
after a Reuters investigation
claimed to have confirmed the
artist’s true identity. — AFP

Indian education across

INDIAN girls now outnumber
boys in education across school,
postgraduate, and MPhil pro-
grammes. Data from 2021-22
shows a reversal in the gender
gap. The Gender Parity Index
(GPD, which compares female
to male enrolment, has crossed
1.0 at several educational lev-
els. This indicates higher fe-
male participation.

Overall higher education
shows a GPI of approximately
1.01. This means slightly more
women are enrolled than men.
The trend strengthens at post-
graduate levels.

The GPI at the postgrad-
uate level reached about 1.11.
This signifies a notable female
majority in these programmes.
MPhil courses show an even
wider gap. The GPI here is
around 1.33, indicating substan-
tially more women than men. At
the PhD level, the gap narrows.
The GPI is just below parity at
0.98. This suggests nearly equal
enrolment of men and women
in doctoral studies.

Girls’ enrolment has also
reached or surpassed boys in

Indian girls now outnumber
boys in education across
school, postgraduate, and
MPhil programmes. PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

several school education stag-
es. Improved retention rates
among girls contribute to this
shift.

Reduced dropout rates for
girls also play a role. Govern-
ment initiatives have support-
ed this growth. Better school
infrastructure is a factor. In-
creased awareness about the
importance of girls’ education
is also key. — ANI
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This photo, taken on 24 April 2026, shows the Audi booth at the 2026 Beijing International Automotive
Exhibition. PHOTO: CHINA.ORG.CN

German, Chinese automakers
forge deeper ties to seize new
energy vehicle opportunities

Audi’s display stands as a prime example of this accelerated tran-
sition to electric vehicles.

AT the ongoing 2026 Beijing
International Automotive
Exhibition, German auto-
motive giants Audi, BMW,
and Mercedes-Benz, joining
forces with their Chinese
partners like FAW Group and
SAIC Motor, unveiled a slew
of new electrified products,
technologies, and experienc-
es, signaling a concerted push
to capture the immense oppor-
tunities in the booming new
energy vehicle (NEV) sector.

Audi’s display stands as a

prime example of this accel-
erated transition to electric
vehicles. Beyond the launch of
the mid-to-large-sized coupe
SUV SQ8, the spotlight is
firmly on its electric lineup,
including the newly launched
luxury all-electric sedan A6L
e-tron and the upgraded Q6L
e-tron family. These models
are central to Audi’s electri-
fication strategy in China.
Significantly, both the A6L
e-tron and Q6L e-tron roll off
the production lines at Audi

FAW NEV Co, Ltd, in Chang-
chun, northeast China. This
joint venture, established in
2021 with an investment ex-
ceeding 30 billion yuan (about
US$4.37 billion) and involving
Audi, FAW, and Volkswagen
Group China, is Audi’s first
dedicated pure electric vehi-
cle production base in China.
Spanning 1.54 million square
metres with a planned annu-
al capacity of 150,000 units,
the facility is a “super smart
eco-factory”. — Xinhua

Japan conducted intervention to stem yen’s
fall against dollar: sources

JAPANESE authorities inter-
vened in the currency market
on Thursday to stem the yen’s
rapid fall to the upper 160 range
against the US dollar, govern-
ment sources said, stepping
into the market for the first
time in one year and 10 months.

The government is be-
lieved to have judged specula-
tive moves are heightening in

the foreign exchange market.
The Japanese currency surged
nearly five yen to the 155 zone
against the dollar within hours
on Thursday. Japan’s top cur-
rency diplomat, Atsushi Mi-
mura, on Friday declined to
comment on the foreign ex-
change market intervention,
saying, “I have no intention to
comment on such matters.” Af-

ter the yen weakened to 160.72
in Tokyo trading Thursday;, its
lowest level since July 2024,
amid the Middle East crisis,
the government likely inter-
vened given the risk of further
yen selling during thin trad-
ing in the Golden Week holiday
period through next week in
Japan, market watchers said.
— Kyodo

in first quarter

said Thursday.

on 28 February.

quarter of 2025. — AFP

French economy records zero growth

FRANCE'S economy recorded zero growth in the first quarter of this
year due to “sluggish” domestic demand and a “strongly” negative
contribution from foreign trade, the national statistics agency INSEE

The first estimation of first quarter gross domestic product
(GDP) shows the impact of the war in the Middle East, which began

As little as two weeks ago, the French central bank estimated
that the country’s economy could grow by as much as 0.3 per cent
in January through March, while INSEE had cut its forecast from 0.3
per cent to 0.2 per cent growth at the end of March.

France’s economy had expanded by 0.2 per cent in the final

OPEC grip on oil
market weakening,

supply recovery may
take 6-9 months

THE dominance of OPEC in the
global oil market is gradually
weakening, and the current sup-
ply disruption linked to the Strait
of Hormuz could take up to six to
nine months to normalise, said
June Goh, Senior Oil Market
Analyst, Sparta Commodities.

In an exclusive conversa-
tion with ANI on Thursday, Goh
said the reduced influence of
OPEC is not a sudden develop-
ment but a trend that has been
evolving over the years, particu-
larly with the rise of US shale
production.

“I think the trend started

from back in the 2010s when US
Shale became a big thing, and
in the 2020s, there was another
re-emergence of US crude be-
ing politically available in the
market... So there is already a
reduced dominance of OPEC
plus in the oil market since
then,” she said.

She added that with the
UAE now looking to increase
its production capacity to five
million barrels per day by 2027,
OPEC + is likely to have “lower
significance” in the global mar-
ket, although it will still remain
a powerful player. — ANI

The photo shows a view of installations of an oil refinery. PHOTO: AFP/
FILE
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Afghanistan’s Herat launches women-only
bazaar

Awomen-only market has officially opened in western Afghanistan’s
Herat province, providing a dedicated space where dozens of female
entrepreneurs sell their products exclusively to women customers,
local media outlet TOLOnews reported on Thursday.

The initiative aims to create a safe and supportive commercial
environment for women in business, according to the report. The
market features a variety of women-made handicrafts, traditional
products, and food items.

“This market is very useful for recognition and increasing wom-
en’s future sales. Our trainees and our work are being introduced,” TO-
LOnews quoted Golafrooz Najafi, alocal entrepreneur as saying. — ANI

Apple reports record March-quarter revenue

APPLE on Thursday announced financial results for its financial 2026
second quarter ended 28 March, with quarterly revenue of US$111.2
billion, up 17 per cent year over year.

The company posted quarterly earnings per diluted share of
$2.01, up 22 per cent year over year. Its net income for the quarter
increased to $29.58 billion from $24.78 billion a year ago. The com-
pany’s service salesrose to $ 30.98 billion from $26.65 billion year on
year, and its sales of iPhone increased to $56.99 billion from $46.84
billion a year ago. — Xinhua

Nigerian airlines avert shutdown as Iran war
hikes fuel prices

NIGERIAN airlines continued flying Thursday despite threatening a
shutdown over sky-high jet fuel prices roiling the industry in Africa’s
top crude producer and most populous nation.

It is the second time a strike has been averted in as many weeks,
with government talks with airlines having already resulted in a prom-
ise to grant carriers debt relief. Global crude oil prices have been hiked
since the United States and Israel’s attacks on Iran prompted Tehran to
shut the Strait of Hormuz - soaring above $126 per barrel on Thursday,
the highest level since 2022. — AFP

Japan, Malaysia’s energy
firm Petronas agree on
stable supply of urea

JAPAN’S agriculture minister
agreed on Friday with Malay-
sia’s state-owned oil company
Petronas to secure a continued
and stable supply of urea, amid
serious disruptions in global
energy and fertilizer trade
triggered by the Middle East
conflict.

Norikazu Suzuki, who
heads the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries,
made the request to Petronas
regarding the key raw material
for fertilizers. Sazali Hamzah,
an executive vice-president of
the firm, assured the Japanese
delegation at the outset of their
meeting, “Petronas will ensure
that the urea supply to Japan
will always be protected.”

More than 70 per cent of
urea imported by Japan come
from Malaysia, according to
the Japanese ministry.

Suzuki, who met the
Petronas delegation led by
Sazali, said Petronas agreed
to discuss with the National valued for its high nitrogen concentration of 46 per cent. PHOTO:
Federation of Agri cultural REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE/ PEXELS

Cooperative Associations an

extension of the current two-
year contract to supply urea
to Japan.

During his Malaysia trip,

Suzuki met several importers
of Japanese products and pro-
moted Japanese rice. He also
visited a store of Jaya Grocer,

alocal premium supermarket
chain, where he toured sec-
tions selling Japanese fruits
and beef. — Kyodo

Air India Express reinstates operations in Gulf
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AIR India Express, India’s first of established routes connecting
Pl international value carrier, has India to the Gulf region.
e announced the reinstatement of Air India Express is A Tata
operations to Qatar and Bahrain, Enterprise, operating over 500
along with additional flightstothe  daily flights that connect 45 do-
UAE, Oman and Saudi Arabia, mestic and 17 international des-
starting 30 April. Flights have tinations across South, Southeast
resumed from major Indian and West Asia. The airline has
d | LT )], kT metros and regional gateways, a fleet of over 100 Boeing 737s
' including Amritsar, Bengaluru, and Airbus A320 aeroplanes. As
Delhi, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Kochi, India’s most vibrant and inclusive
Kozhikode, Kannur, Lucknow, airline, Air India Express em-
Mangaluru, Mumbai, Tiruchirap-  bodies the spirit and confidence
palli, Thiruvananthapuram and of India - warm, expressive, and
Varanasi. Air India Express will proudly authentic. Encouraging
continue operating to Al Ain, Abu  travellers to Xplore More, Xpress
-~ Dhabi, Dubai, Ras Al Khaimah, More’, the airline transforms

Bahrain International Airport. PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK/FILE

Sharjah, Jeddah, Riyadh and flying into an experience that is
Muscat, with the reinstatement personal and memorable. — ANI
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Italy, Spain amid Iran conflict

U S PRESIDENT Donald Trump
has hinted at a potential with-

drawal of American military personnel
from Italy and Spain, launching a scath-
ing critique of both nations regarding
their positions on the persisting conflict
with Iran.

The move has further exacerbated
the widening diplomatic chasm be-
tween Washington and its traditional
European partners.

Addressing the media at the Oval
Office, the US President confirmed
that he is actively evaluating a scale-
back of troop deployments. When ques-
tioned about possible reductions in
the two NATO member states, Trump
remarked, “Yeah, probably, I probably
will. Why shouldn’t 1?”

He further expressed his dissatis-

The move has further
exacerbated the
widening diplomatic
chasm between
Washington and its
traditional European
partners.

faction with their lack of cooperation,
stating, “Italy has not been of any help
to us and Spain has been horrible, ab-
solutely horrible.”

These developments represent a
fresh peak in hostilities between the

United States and its NATO allies,
many of whom have declined to par-
ticipate directly in the US-led military
offensive against Iran or the mission
to secure the Strait of Hormuz.

The President’s remarks regard-
ing Italy and Spain follow closely on
the heels of his announcement that
Washington is “studying and reviewing
the possible reduction” of its military
presence in Germany, indicating a sys-
tematic re-evaluation of the US strate-
gic footprint across Europe.

Official data from late 2025 shows
that the US maintains a significant
presence in the region, with 12,662
active-duty troops in Italy and 3,814
in Spain, while Germany remains the
primary hub with over 36,000 person-
nel. — ANI

China predicts
over 344 min
inter-regional trips
on first day of May
Day holiday

CHINA is estimated to witness over
344 million inter-regional passenger
trips on Friday, the first day of this
year’s May Day holiday.

The figure represents a 3.4 per
cent increase from the same period
last year, the Ministry of Transport
said on Friday.

Road trips are expected to reach
315.24 million, marking a 3.2 per cent
increase from the same period last
year. Railways are forecast to handle
24.8 million passenger trips, up 7.3
per cent year on year, and waterways
are expected to see 1.73 million trips,
marking a 4.9 per cent increase. —
Xinhua

Abullet train runs in the city of

Kunming, southwest China's Yunnan
Province, 15 February 2026. PHOTO:
REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE/ZHENG

YI/XINHUA/FILE
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It is a protest against the proposed cuts to subsidies for the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) in the EU’'s new budget plan for the 2028-2034 period."Tractors block a street
during a farmers' protest near the Europa Building in Brussels, Belgium, 18 December
2025. PHOTO: LYU YOU/XINHUA/FILE

Blockbuster EU-Mercosur trade
deal enters into force

THE European Union’s mammoth trade
deal with South American bloc Mercosur
provisionally enters into force Friday, de-
spite a pending court ruling on its legality.

The agreement to create one of the
world’s biggest free-trade zones was
sealed in January after more than 25
years of intermittent negotiations.

Together, the EU and Mercosur ac-
count for 30 per cent of global GDP and
more than 700 million consumers.

The deal, which eliminates tariffs on
more than 90 per cent of trade between
the two sides, has proven divisive in Eu-

rope, with France leading opposition over
concerns some of its farmers will be left
worse off. But — backed by a majority
of EU countries — Brussels ploughed
ahead as it pushes to diversify trade in the
face of challenges from the United States
and China. European Commission chief
Ursula von der Leyen on Friday hailed
the start of the deal’s implementation,
stating on X: “Provisional application will
show the agreement’s tangible benefits.”

She said that “as of now... tariffs start
falling” and European companies “are
gaining access to new markets”. — AFP
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Infantino confirms
Iran’s participation
in World Cup in US
at FIFA Congress

FIFA President Gianni Infantinore-
affirmed on Thursday that Iran will
participate in the 2026 FIFA World
Cupand play itsmatchesin the Unit-
ed States as originally scheduled.

Infantino made the remarks
during the 76™ FIFA Congress at
the Vancouver Convention Centre,
where football officials from around
the world gathered to discuss tour-
nament arrangements, rule changes
and preparations for the upcoming
event.

Addressing rumors over Iran's
participation amid recent regional
tensions, Infantino said, "Let me
start confirming straightaway that
of course Iran will be participating
at the FIFA World Cup 2026. And of
course, Iran will play in the United
States of America." — Xinhua

EDDIE Howe said Friday he
was certain that Newcastle's
Saudi backers remain firmly
behind the club's efforts to es-
tablish itself as one of the best
in the world. The 48-year-old
Magpies boss said he had held
"constructive" discussions with
Yasir Al-Rumayyan, governor
of Saudi Arabia's Public In-
vestment Fund (PIF), which
holds an 85 per cent stake in the
Magpies. Al-Rumayyan is also
the chairman of the Premier
League club.

The PIF said Thursday it
was withdrawing its multi-bil-

__SPORTS

lion dollar backing of LIV
Golf at the end of the
season, plunging the
future of the breaka-
way tour into doubt.
But Howe said he
believed New- L
castle's backers

were still com- j
mitted to the
&

vision they
had when |

they took .
control at St
James' Park
in October 2021.
— AFP

Eddic}EoweispNewcastlefarepi2atin
the}Premierdlicaguc S PHOTO:/AEP]

Boxing: Japanese stars Inoue,
Nakatani make weight for Tokyo

Dome showdown

UNDISPUTED super bantamweight world cham-
pion Naoya Inoue and challenger Junto Nakatani
faced off and talked the talk Friday after making
weight on the eve of their highly anticipated title
match at Tokyo Dome.

Regarded as two of the world's best pound-
for-pound boxers, they both hold unblemished
32-0 records ahead of the showdown in front of an
expected record-breaking crowd of around 55,000
at the sold-out venue in central Tokyo.

The 33-year-old Inoue weighed in at the lim-

Eeacd

Undisputed super bantamweight world
champion Naoya Inoue (L) and challenger
Junto Nakatani pose together at their
weigh-in in Tokyo on 1 May 2026, a day
before their title match. PHOTO: KYODO

it of 55.3 kilogrammes (122 pounds), while the
28-year-old Nakatani tipped the scales at 55.1
kilogrammes.

Exuding confidence, Inoue said he was "look-
ing forward" to Saturday's fight and planned to
cement his boxing great status with a resounding
victory.

"I'want this to be the fight that makes people
say 'Naoya Inoue was a legend," said Inoue, who
indicated he was ready to vary his game plan
depending on how the fight unfolds. — Kyodo
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Tennis: Japan icon
Nishikori announces
retirement at end of season

File photo shows Kei Nishikori of Japan playing a forehand en route to
winning his bronze-medal match against Spain's Rafael Nadal at the Rio
de Janeiro Olympics on 14 August 2016. PHOTO: KYODO

JAPANESE tennis icon and for-
mer world No 4 Kei Nishikori
said on social media Thursday
that he will retire at the end of
the season.

Nishikori, Japan's most
successful men's tennis player,
said in early April he was "bare-
ly hanging on" in terms of his
physical condition, after deny-
ing a report of his imminent re-
tirement.In the announcement
posted across multiple social
media accounts, the 36-year-

old expressed his love of tennis
and pride at his career achieve-
ments.

"Since I was a child, I was
passionate about tennis and
I have continued to pursue it
with only one goal in my heart:
to compete on the world stage,"
Nishikori wrote. "Reaching the
ATP Tour, playing at the highest
level of competition, and main-
taining a presence in the top 10is
something I am extremely proud
of." — Kyodo
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China implements historic zero tariffs for
all African nations with diplomatic ties

China has granted zero-tariff access to all 53 African nations with which it holds diplomatic relations. This move
aims to increase African exports and support industrial growth as a counter to global protectionism.

C

global headwinds of protectionism.

In the early hours of Friday, 24 tonnes of apples
from South Africa cleared customs in south China’s
Shenzhen, becoming the first batch of African goods to
benefit from the expanded zero-tariff policy.

China has already scrapped tariffs on 100 per cent
of tariff lines for 33 least developed countries (LDCs) in
Africa since 1 December 2024. The new zero-tariff policy
will benefit the relatively better-off countries such as

Kenya, Egypt and Nigeria.

Under the new arrangement, zero tariffs will apply
to the 20 African non-LDCs in the form of a preferential
tariff rate for two years, during which China will continue
to promote the signing of the China-Africa Economic
Partnership for Shared Development agreement with
relevant African countries. Officials said the agree-
ment will fix zero tariffs as a long-term institutional

arrangement.

China’s commerce ministry said in a statement
that the zero-tariff policy will lend a competitive edge

to African products. — Xinhua

HINA on Friday expanded its zero-tariff treat-
ment to cover all 53 African countries with which
it has diplomatic ties, creating new opportunities
for Africa to boost exports and industrialization amid the

XINHUA
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Customs officers inspect imported apples to be cleared under the expanded zero-tariff treatment to all 53 African nations
at night at Shenzhenwan Port in Shenzhen, south China's Guangdong Province, 30 April 2026. PHOTO: MAO SIQIAN/

Iran reportedly recovers buried munitions
to rebuild strike capacity: US media

THE Iranian government has stepped
up operations to recover missiles and
various munitions that were “hidden un-
derground or buried in rubble” follow-

ing aerial bombardments by the United
States and Israel, according to a report
by NBC News.

Citing a US official and two additional

Women walk past a ballistic missile launch vehicle in Tehran on 11 February 2026, during a
rally marking the 47" anniversary of the 1979 Islamic revolution. PHOTO: AFP/FILE

sources acquainted with the situation, the
report indicates that Tehran is leverag-
ing the current cessation of hostilities
to “quickly rebuild its drone and missile
capabilities”.

The recovery efforts are focused
on extracting weaponry previously con-
cealed or submerged under debris caused
by the strikes. US officials reportedly be-
lieve these actions are intended to ensure
Iranis prepared to “launch attacks across
the Middle East” should President Donald
Trump opt to restart military engage-
ments.

According to NBC News, the push to
excavate these strategic assets is viewed
as a move to restore offensive capacity
in anticipation of any future shifts in the
regional security landscape.

This clandestine rearmament effort
follows a sharp diplomatic escalation at
the United Nations, where Amir Saeid
Iravani, Iran’s Permanent Representa-
tive, hit back at six Arab nations. — ANI

First direct
US-Venezuela
flight lands
Caracas

THE first direct flight between the Unit-
ed States and Venezuela in seven years
landed Thursday in Caracas, a new sign
of thawing relations after Washington
deposed leftist leader Nicolas Maduro.

The flight operated by Envoy Air,
a subsidiary of American Airlines, took
off at 10:26 am (1426 GMT) from Miami
en route to Caracas, where the United
States has resumed diplomatic ties after
years of tension.

Flight 3599 touched down less than
three hours later.

Its manifest included senior officials
from Washington flying to Caracas to
meet the government, a prospect un-
thinkable just months ago.

Some took selfies as they disem-
barked. — AFP
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